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The topic of this group assignment poses the following question “Is it time to arm all UK police forces?” as my part of this presentation, we are going to make a comparison of UK Polices forces with Police forces in Europe the different level of crime being dealt with while armed, the crime rate involving guns, and also the use of fire weapons as self-defence.
While Police forces across the UK aren’t armed with fireweapons, with the present modern time, there has been suggestions to arm Police Officers as with these current times, crime is changing in a different way and becoming more difficult to tackle, and also the level of violence becomes higher, while other Police Forces in countries notably in the European Union for example Italy France Germany Netherlands, Spain, Austria, Portugal where the security level is quite tight and have their Police forces armed, UK Police forces are still adopting the method of having its regular police officers unarmed, except when the Armed Response Unit are required to attend a high level of serious crime, a quotation from the Police Firearms Officers Association says “ Sadly due to events in British history including the tragedies at Hungerford and Dunblane or Whitehaven and more recently the increased threat to the UK from international and Home Grown Terrorism we need to have officers to protect us all. What must be remembered is that the police officers who carry firearms are all volunteers, no one wants to shoot anyone, but the work they perform is incredibly dangerous and difficult” – Reference to Police Firearms Association Website 2021, reported by Politics.co.uk.
[bookmark: _Hlk128418054]Previously this quote from the association of police firearms association was said, that it was argued by conservative prime minister Theresa May upon the murder of PC’s Fiona Bone and Nicola Hughes, the UK’s prime minister of that time said that   “I think we are clear we have a British model of policing that is one that our police very much support. I think that routine of unarmed policing that goes in our streets is right. I don’t think this is the time to be calling for the arming of police.” – Reported by Manchester Evening News newspaper at 9:53, 20th September 2012 (Updated at 13:20, 21 January 2013). Bearing in mind that one source is much older than the one and that crime has slightly changed since then, also specially taking account of past and future terrorist attacks in the most populated cities in the UK.
[bookmark: _Hlk128418319][bookmark: _Hlk128418426]There are critically negative views about having police officers armed with guns, the public disapproval of it being a point, analysts in their writings are as well a credit for source to be recognized, McLagan, 2005 wrote that “ ‘it’s not guns that are the problem but people’ , clearly the case from much data that guns are a problem. They will always be a problem because they are intrinsically deadly instruments that become a social problem in relation to the widespread production and commercial promotion of weapons by the gun industry, leading possession of guns for sport hunting and self-defence by weak legislation and licensing regulation of firearms by easy access of legal and illegal weapons for criminal purposes” – JSTOR, 2011, Maurice Staff Joseph Rowntree Foundation, citation of McLagan, 2005.
Whether guns are the problem, whether if general officers opinion on being armed to better fight serious crime, or analysts politicians or writers stating that it is not a requirement for police forces in the UK to not be armed, it is worth exploring with precision the gun crime statistics in UK, in this case Wales and England, in the Parliament.UK website an official government website it is stated that “ 69% of all firearm offences were recorded the year ending 31 March 2021 while Air rifles accounted for 31%” – House of Commons Library by Grahame Allen and Matthew Burton & update for the year 2022/2023 on the reference list next to this reference
In comparison to E.U a much wider and larger union of countries, this comes up to a total of 87.000 gun deaths last year in 2022 (involving all the countries in the E.U) which is quite high in comparison to the UK, though per country in the E.U the statistics annually are either low or higher compared to the gun crime statistics and death in UK, just depending on the country involved in the comparison, but in general comes up to this result, knowing that France has the most higher account of 1.611 number of deaths violence and crime in 2022 involving firearms – Gunpolicy.org by Alpers, Philip, Amelie Rossetti and Marcus Wilson 2022
The Police in E.U deals with a different crime rate in comparison as properly seen with the studies, it is argued that “Yes because routinely arming the police is an affective deterrent to criminal behaviour, most countries in Europe and North American routinely arm police officers, in part to deter criminal acts. And no because routinely arming the police causes a spiral of violence. Where the police are not routinely armed, a proportion of criminals will not arm themselves” – Debatewise, date unknown.
[bookmark: _Hlk128419171]It is worth exploring the fact that crime doesn’t see who’s armed or not but who’s vulnerable to crime. And using firearms for self-defence has been the basis for the argument of having firearms operating in favour of Police forces and for public protection, it legally states by the Crown Prosecution Service that “In the context of cases involving the use of violence, the guiding principle is the preservation of the Rule Law and the King’s Peace. However, it is important to ensure that all all those acting reasonably and in good faith to defend themselves, their families or property or in the prevention of crime and the suppression of offenders are not prosecuted for such action”. – CPS, Updated 30 September 2019 and 9th of September 2022 in Legal Guidance of Self-Defence and Prevention of Crime
In conclusion, on whether in UK police forces do or do not require firearms to tackle crime, even though the statistics show firearms violence is more than half percentage, and that in E.U Police officers are armed because the death rate involving firearms in crime basis is on a different level, it is a mixed opinion of the public and Government in UK that if it is really time to arm the police forces ? And to follow a positive idea of generally arming police forces in the country to better fight crime and for self-defence of officers increasing their safety , or that negatively arming police forces will only cause more violence to happen and for criminals to seek arming better themselves thus escalating violence, though debatable nothing has changed a part having some units in London Manchester Liverpool having units who patrol with firearms in important areas.
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