Conclusion and Recommendations
5.1 Introduction
This chapter will provide an overview of the key findings from the primary research. Specifically, it will revisit the objectives laid out in the introduction with the intention of identifying if they have been met in this dissertation. In addition to this, it will evaluate if the findings corroborate or contradict the findings of research from the literature review. To conclude this chapter recommendations will be suggested. 
1).  To investigate the effectiveness of the Dangerous Dogs Act.
2). To explore professional opinions around the effectiveness of the Dangerous Dogs Act.
3). To explore alternative methods/means in dealing with dog ownership – do we need to reinstate licensing?      
 
5.2 Summary of Primary findings
The aim of this dissertation is to explore the effectiveness of the Dangerous Dogs Act (DDA) and whether professionals who work with dogs believe it to be effective or ineffective. Participants were asked if they were aware of the DDA (1991). The information collected by the online questionnaire showed that all participants were aware of the DDA, indicating that it is a well-known piece of legislation among the professional dog community. This appears to support the work of Allcock and Campbell (2021) who recognised that the DDA (1991) is a well-known yet controversial regulation that is widely discussed by dog owners, those working with dogs, and campaign-groups. 

5.3 Objectives 

5.3.1 To investigate the effectiveness of the Dangerous Dogs Act.
Qualitative questioning used within the questionnaire gave professionals working with dogs the opportunity to give authentic and truthful opinions on the DDA (1991). This type of approach was chosen as a means of bridging the gap in current literature and research, as it lacks information on the effectiveness and successful application of the DDA (1991). Participants were invited to share their opinions on the workings of the DDA (1991) and add suggestions on whether the key components that make up the act are flawed in any way. Whilst most participants agreed that the breeds banned by the DDA (1991) are more at risk of becoming aggressive or dangerous, there are many other factors that contribute to dangerous dog creation and should be taken into consideration when developing a piece of legislation concerning preventative methods. 

5.3.2 To explore professional opinions around the effectiveness of the Dangerous Dogs Act.
The DDA uses the appearance of a dog to determine whether it should be classed as a “dangerous dog” and therefore banned. When professionals were asked whether appearance is an effective way of identifying dog aggression, over eighty percent disagreed. This corresponds with the ideas of Brannan (2023) in that breeds that are not considered “dangerous” are still capable of initiating an attack. The findings also indicated that the difficulty in identifying all dogs banned by the breed-specific legislation, laid out in the DDA, coincides with the findings of Hood et al (2000) who suggests the public and professionals struggle to identify banned breeds. 
The successfulness of the DDA is a largely unexplored area as there is a lack of data specifying whether this type of legislation has reduced dangerous dogs. To address this gap in the research participants were asked to specify whether they felt that only dogs on the banned breeds list can be dangerous. Seventy-nine percent of participants stated that any dog regardless of breed can display as dangerous. The Dog Control Coalition share this same view and suggest that banning breeds does not tackle the root cause of dangerous dogs and that the DDA is based on minimal evidence and lacks data to prove that it prevents dog bites. The RSPCA (2016) have also backed this up, as mauling incidences are on the rise regardless of the banned breeds legislation. 
The DDA aims to prevent any person from feeling threatened by dogs, yet the research findings show that eighty-four percent of professionals working with dogs have felt scared, threatened, or intimidated by a dog. Research conducted by Hussain (2006) shows the law is unlikely to increase public safety to a satisfactory level, because not all dogs categorised in the BSL are likely to attack people. Bernstein’s (2004) research also echoes this as banning an entire breed does not eradicate irresponsible dog ownership and will not reduce the number of dangerous dogs created from this type of behaviour. The research and findings both suggest that the DDA is not effective as it is largely ineffective at protecting people from the fear of dog aggression. 
5.3.3 To explore alternative methods/means in dealing with dog ownership – do we need to reinstate licensing? 
To meet this objective, participants were asked if they thought it should be mandatory for all dog owners to undertake dog behaviour and safety training as a way of reducing the creation of dangerous dogs. The primary data collected from the questionnaire indicated that overall, 60% felt that dog behaviour and safety training for all owners would be a meaningful alternative method in comparison to the DDA (1991), where 80% of participants disagreed that the Breed Specific Legislation works at reducing dangerous dog occurrences. The primary findings support the research conducted by the RSPCA (2016) which found that in general, aggressive behaviour in dogs can be influenced by a variety of factors many of which are caused by how they are reared and the experiences they are exposed to. Therefore, breed is not a statistically proven way of protecting the public from dog aggression (Rose, 2022). The work of the Australian Veterinary Association supports this alternative method as they have created a model specifically associated with dog ownership and education as a means of helping owners to make better choices, therefore reducing risk for individual animals. To gain a true understanding on how society feels towards alternative methods in dealing with dog ownership, further in-depth investigation would need to take place. 
5.4 Recommendations 
Upon completing this dissertation, the following recommendations have been suggested:
1. For the findings to be generalised and in turn be representative of professional bodies working with dogs, it is recommended that future research should include a much larger sample size which goes beyond just professional bodies and is inclusive of dog owners and general public. The low participation was most likely due to the short time the questionnaire was available, therefore a larger study set over a longer duration would be beneficial for exploring these objectives further. 
2. It is recommended that a longitudinal research approach may be beneficial in ascertaining opinions on the DDA (1991) over a set period of time, as it would allow for a breadth of knowledge and experiences to be shared by professional bodies working with dogs. This would provide more qualitative and quantitative data that could be analysed alongside the literature. 
3. The final recommendation is based on education, it is recommended that education regarding dog handling, safety and banned breeds needs to be increased within society. It is apparent that even professionals working with dogs are not completely confident in the workings of the DDA (1991) and there is little statistical data to prove its effectiveness. This can be achieved through early education for dog owners and advertising campaigns which inform society on the breeds that are currently banned in the United Kingdom. It is hoped that in doing so society will be less inclined to buy, rear or breed potentially dangerous dogs. 
5.5 Final Thoughts 
Although it is evident from the available literature and findings of this dissertation that there are significant downfalls regarding the efficiency of the DDA (1991) at protecting the public from dangerous dog attacks, it is unlikely that the DDA (1991) will be abolished and replaced with mandatory dog handling or licencing. It is also evident from the literature that there is a lack of confidence from those expected to enforce the DDA (1991), such as the police or veterinary practitioners, which leads to ethical issues regarding its use at determining which dogs must be destroyed based on breed alone. Once these issues have been addressed discussions regarding alternative methods of preventing dangerous dogs can be considered. 
From the short questionnaire conducted by the research, an opinion can be inferred that professionals working with dogs do not believe the DDA (1991) is effectively preventing the creation of dangerous dogs. From the survey, professionals working with dogs have shown that there are several factors impacting the nature of a dog exclusive of its breed. This is in line with the opinions and findings of preexisting literature and research. The lack of respondents to the questionnaire serves as a limitation as the results lack reliability due to the small sample size suggesting they are not representative of the population; a more comprehensive result would have been possible had a larger audience been captured. 

