[image: ]                             Policing and Criminology

Module BMPS6012 Independent Project 
Student Name: Ella Jade Smith
Supervisor Name: Laura Knight
Research Question (1 sentence max.)Is domestic abuse a gender-based crime?


Literature Review (700 words max). Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project.




The HM Government (2018, p.13) defines domestic abuse as "Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening behaviour, violence, or abuse between those aged 16 and over who are, or have been, intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality." As a result, the term encompasses a wide variety of violence and behaviour such as intimate partner violence (IPV), sibling abuse, elder abuse, adolescent-to-parent violence, and 'crimes of honour' such as forced marriage and female genital mutilation (FGM) (Robinson, 2018), hence the importance of non-physical and chronic forms of abuse. The definition shows that anybody of any gender may be a victim and the prevalence relating to the definition is a concept to be explored. 
Nonetheless, despite the notion that domestic violence may affect people of either gender, women or girls are commonly recognised as victims of domestic violence. The Office for National Statistics revealed in 2019 that an estimated 1.6 million women and 786,000 men were victims of domestic violence in England and Wales (Julian House, 2020). Similarly, using data from the Crime Survey for England and Wales, Walby and Towers (2018) highlighted that more than 80% (particularly 83% of high frequency victims) are women. Despite the gendered nature of domestic abuse, the underlying causes are varied and multidimensional, suggesting a significant need to research to fill in the gap of knowledge.
Scholars, including Barnes and Donovan, (2018) and Hine et al., (2021), communicate that a major issue worth investigating is the stigma associated with men who are victims of domestic violence. The underlying factors contributing to male victims of domestic violence being misrepresented and unspoken for. Highlights a significant gap in research that should be addressed. 
In addition, scholars, Perrin et al., (2019) and Hogan et al., (2022), domestic abuse committed by males against women is founded in women's unequal place in society and is part of a larger systemic issue of male violence against women and girls. This research project aims to examine why domestic violence is still primarily a gendered crime.
As part of the research, key literature to be utilised include credible, peer-reviewed journal articles, for instance, the above academics: Perrin et al., (2019) and Hogan et al., (2022) and Hine et al., (2021) and the use of books and book chapters such as Barnes and Donovan (2018) and Robinson (2019). Similarly, government reports based in the UK. For example: the Office for National Statistics, as well as publications, including Julian House (2020), will be crucial in the research.










Method (500 words max)
Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach?
The proposed methodology is a mixed-method approach that will combine qualitative and quantitative data. For the qualitative approach, data will be gathered using surveys after stratified random sampling method involving students, lecturers, public and using Women’s Aid, a charity within the UK that assists women who suffer from domestic abuse. The survey will help in gathering in-depth insights on perceptions of domestic abuse and help analytically interpret data, such as reasons behind the gendered nature of this concept, as well as the stigma linked with male victims. The data obtained will be analysed using thematic analysis techniques for identification of common themes and perspectives. For the quantitative methodology, statistics generated from academically credible sources such as government reports to gather data that can be used to justify my research hypothesis: ‘Women are most at risk of male-perpetrated abuse, due to harmful social norms surrounding gender-based violence and to maintain control over female identity, sexuality and stigmatisation’.

















Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.The aim is to identify why females are the ideal victims of domestic abuse in the UK.



 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aimsTo meet the above aim, there will be three specific objectives namely:
1. To define the term domestic abuse and identify its prevalence within the UK.
2. To explore the explanations of why domestic abuse is predominantly a female centred form of victimisation.
3. To evaluate public perception on why they believe women are targeted more often, in comparison to men. 


  

Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. The researcher will utilise social media platforms to get a sampling framework from the public, friends, family, and a charity supporting female victims of domestic abuse known as Women’s Aid through email.


Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  Ethical Issues regarding the research are concerned with emotional distress and personal data. However, participants information will remain anonymous and will not be used for any other purposes besides answering the research question. 

I will also brief and debrief participants of contents of survey and research conducted.



 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?The data will help provide an analytical framework for the research question and help to answer the three main objectives. The survey will include structured questions on perceptions of why participants believe females are often targeted as victims of domestic abuse and the stigma towards male victims being victims of domestic abuse. Statistical analysis (descriptive and inferential statistics) will be used in the identification of trends, patterns and correlations within the information collected.


Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.Proposal Form:
20th October 2023
Ethics Form:
20th October 2023
Introduction:
10th November 2023
Literature Review:
8th December 2023 
Methodology:
9th February 2024
Analysis Chapter:
22nd March 2024
Conclusion
19th April 2024
Final Draft
30th April 2024
Final Submission:
7th May 2024



Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  Expected outcomes of the research will potentially highlight areas in early police prevention that require upskilling and further steps that can be taken to encourage male victims to seek help and come forward. For example, public services educating their workers on the stigma, prevention techniques and the need for more male based charities.  
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