


Essay one:
Evaluate the effectiveness of crime prevention strategies (e.g., problem-oriented policing, predictive policing, intelligence-led policing, reactive policing) in relation to a specific type of crime of your own choosing. Your answer must be based on academic research, not personal experience.

   This essay will explore the impact and effectiveness of a crime prevention strategies that are police led that attempts to contend with knife crime issues. Crimes involving a knife is the unlawful possession of a bladed or sharp article or its use in the acts of violence. This issue raised multiple attention politically and general Public in 2000s within Wales and England (Bullock et al., 2020).

Understanding the underlying philosophies of the crime prevention strategy is essential to adequately address the effectiveness of crime prevention strategies as a method of reducing crime. Herman Goldstein created the method known as "problem-oriented policing" (POP) to increase police efficiency. Problem-orientated policing tactics have a dual attention, according to Miller, Hess, and Orthmann (2014). The first attention is to identify the specific problem within an incident. The College of Policing (2020) formulated a report drawn from statistics taken from half of the regional police forces in England and Wales to establish the degree, kind, pattern, and attribute of problem solving in in England and Wales. 
One finding suggests that POP is primary performed in neighbourhood policing teams. The reasoning is that the neighbourhood policing teams have greater resources, protected time, and a closer relationship with the community they serve. Hinkel et al., (2020) led a met analysis of thirty-four studies of the efficacy of POP in subsiding crime and disorder. The review states that while POP was not always successful, overall, it had tended to result in noticeable decreases in crime and disorder. Scott & Clarke (2020) support this conclusion, that serious violence was reduced. Knife crime remains a vast issue within policing in the UK. Multiple approaches are implemented in efforts to tackle knife crime using POP, but little research is known on their use. Bulllock et al., (2020) attempt to address the gap in the literature by examining methods and difficulties of implementing problem-based methodologies to knife relate crimes. Results showed that this type of crime is a social issue and too complicated to understand. Thus, should be tackled in partnership multi-agencies and not police solely. POP approach is portrayed in the context of SARA (Scanning, Analysis, Response, Assessment). A potential crime is identified, analysed by collating information and intelligence to ascertain root cause of the problem using predictive policing.

  The second crime prevention strategy is Predictive Policing, the science that calculated risks in relation to a crime using police programmes that involves inputting relevant police data and production of outputs. These outputs predict when and where crime will occur, usually either by identifying areas of ‘high crime’ or persons predominantly to offend or be victimised (Essex Police, 2023). Although, predictive policing does not replace conventional police strategies e.g., problem-orientated policing improves on these conventional methods by using innovative statistical models and algorithms. Schlehahn et al. (2015) alludes that 
that predictive policing is effective in identifying patterns in large quantity of data thus, police resources are utilised properly. An example to predict locations subjected to criminal activity is with guidance of progressive hot spot association models as well as risk terrain analysis (Meijer & Wessels, 2019). This approach to identifying and prevent crime works hand in hand with problem-orientated policing. College of Policing (2021) conducted a knife crime problem resolving guide, in Essex, a problem analysis of non-domestic knife use was using the VOLATGE framework. The examination found that offenders were young males between the ages of 15-24. However, the use of knives repeatedly by offenders was unusual, which made it difficult to concentrate on repeat knife offending. Moreover, half of them had engaged in illicit drug makers, according to analysis of their prior known offences, intelligence categories, and warning markers. Thus evidencing, the strength of POP and predictive policing in tackling and identifying offender and victims of knife crime.


   The third crime prevention strategy is known to be ‘traditional policing’, Police responding to the public’s needs, concerns or requests rather than anticipating them. This approach can be viewed as a separate and isolated form of policing rather than proactive. Reactive approach potentially prompts a criminal investigation. This is when there’s a report from the public, agencies referral, intelligences ties to crimes, new information or police actions promoting continued investigation (College of Policing, 2023). The Government response to knife crime tends towards introducing legislation to more strictly control the ownership, use, and sale of knives, as well as their carrying in public (Bullock et al., 2023). The Offensive Weapons Act (2019) was introduced making it illegal to possess dangerous weapons in private, prior the offence related to carrying knife within a public place. This Act followed with Police powers to seize these dangerous weapons and the introduction of the Knife Crime Prevention Orders issued by the courts. This order allows the individual to engaged with appropriate service to cease them being involved in violence. The common reactive approach to incidents involving knives is, police stop and search, school-based knife crime interventions and focused deterrence. In response, South Wales Police launched "Operation Sceptre" and the "NOT THE ONE" campaign to combat knife crime and its associated problems of extreme violence and illicit substances (South Wales Police, 2022).  Since the start of April 2021, 128 weapons were seized off the street. Although this has proven to prevent future serious crimes, evidence from literature show that reactive approach can sometimes backfire and make matters worse. It is thought that police knife amnesties and stop-and-search tactics have little effect in preventing violence and may even foster a "us" and "them" mentality that actively discourages participation in preventative efforts. (College of Policing, 2021). According to the HMIP (2022) review of the approaches to knife crime in 2022. Limited trust in authority was revealed to be a major factor in relation to aggressiveness in men and knife tolerance by Palasinski et al. (2019).


   In conclusion, problem-orientated policing is evidentially the most effective crime prevention strategy in relation to knife crime. It permits the application of research findings to the creation of the most effective strategies. tailored to diminish crime and disorder whilst maintaining the public’s faith and confidence. Goldstein raises that the Police had become so focused on the means of policing that the underlying problems of such crime and disorder effecting the community failed to be addressed. Thus, evidence-based policing can guide the Police to operate their duty, support communities, tackle crime and improve the relationship with the community. 
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Essay two:
Response policing – evaluate the role of response police in dealing with major incidents. Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.

A major incident is an event or circumstance that necessitates a response under one or more major incident plans of the emergency services (College of Policing, 2023). Following a major incident, it is likely to include severe harm, disturbance, damage or risk to human life or welfare, environment, or national security. This essay will evaluate the response police in dealing with major incidents.

  A major incident declaration remains a judgment made in a specific local and operational context, thus there are no precise and universal threshold or triggers. A major incident can. However, every incident will categorically belong to either the "rapid onset" or "rising tide" category (Northumbria Police & Crime Commissioner, 2022). The ‘METHANE’ model is framework provides a common structure for responders and control rooms of major incident to allow information sharing. This is a framework that is greatly used by the Police forces.
The Police control room initially record and share a METHANE message. The first stage is a major incident initially needs to be declared and the exact location of the major incident is to be provided in micro detail e.g., street name, landmark etc. The third stage involves defining the sort of incident, such as an explosion, and identifying any known or potential hazards (JESIP, 2022).









  
  The role of the response police is vital as the first responders arriving on scene of a major incident although they are not always the first on scene. To consider their safety thus, routes that are safe to use and provide access to the incident need to be declared. It includes identifying the number of casualties and level of injuries need to provide. Importantly, identify which emergency services are on scene, and the quantity of responding agencies that are required (JESIP, 2022). According to Hosseinnia et al. (2018), managing a major incident requires the engagement of numerous emergency agencies with no misunderstandings or miscommunications. The use of prior emergency response planning procedures is vital. In addition, Brown et al. (2021) explored how multi agency response teams communicate and coordinate in different phases of a major incident specifically a simulated terrorist incident. Results suggested that current response/recovery does not fit the nuanced of the context of an emergency. Thus, a recommendation was made for a three-phase structure of ‘response/resolve/recovery’ to reflect the behaviours of the responder during emergencies and for the shift of urgency between an ongoing incident and shortly afterwards when immediate threat subsided.

   The most common failures of the police responding to major incident is due to miscommunication and coordination with other emergency services. Lennquist-Montán et al (2013) created a simulation model for the purpose of interactive training when responding to major incident to combat the issues of communication and coordination that was tested on multiple emergency services including the police. Three-day course methodology was assessed by professional trainees and deemed to have increased their apparent depth of knowledge and skills when responding to a major incident. Jenkin et al (2020) supports that scenario-based training by replicating the environment and preserving life of those involved. Although the paper reviewed focused events whereby use of force was used using role pay scenario-based training, a similar approach can be used for Officers in dealing with multiple stages to ensure a major incident is control and importantly, preventing a critical incident.

   There are several case studies that support academics evaluations of the police response to major incidents. For example, the Manchester Arena attack on 22nd May 2017 has been deemed the deadliest attack in the UK since the London bombing that occurred 7th July 2003.  Kerslake (2018) report reviewed the response to the attack and detailed the benefits of the collaborative partnership and emergency planning as well as recommendations. The Police fast response of eleven minutes after initial contact condemned. However, the limitation of the police response yet again was deemed as a combination of poor communication and poor procedure contributing to the Fire and Rescues Service late response of two hours due to being ‘outside the loop’, and not being present at the Police designated rendezvous point. The rendezvous point was deemed much later and not in a timely manner which lead to the poor collaboration between emergency services.

  In 2017, London and Manchester suffered four attacks killing multiple people. Research was conducted to explore the aftereffects of such events and aimed to achieve a greater understanding of the London Bridge attack initial responders (Anderson, 2017).
Rew (2021) found that the lack of collaboration amongst agencies, which caused delays in treatment times, caused participants to have an unpleasant experience. It has been emphasised that police are more likely to make the first contact with survivors, thus it is crucial that they are informed on where support is available and how to get there in order to prevent people from having delays in getting help. However, this study does not really evaluate the advantages of online support and support network systems for persons impacted by terrorist attacks. 

  The ability to effectively recognise, analysis, respond and while gaging community issue has not been identified within police function or namely within major/critical incidents (Scott, 2003). For example, during a major incident the response phase would include the police eliminating the threat, preserving life whilst the community is protected. The recovery phase is when the community trust and confidence is rebuilt, victims are supported long term in attempts to restore normality (Brown et al., 2021). Thus, early intervention has been demonstrated to help avert a large loss of confidence in situations when there is a chance that a case would escalate into a critical incident (Power & Allison, 2019). This was successful demonstrated by South Wales Police when dealing with the murder of Aamir Siddiqi a 17-year-old in 2010 in Cardiff.  By engaging with the community with appeals to assist with the investigation while maintaining confidence proved that the proactive approach was successful (NPIA, 2011).




  To conclude, the Police provide a quick and efficient response to major incidents as evident by case studies and academic literature. The proactive approach by Police is extremely important in prevents a major incident turning into a critical incident. It is vital that the Police work with multi-agencies and in accordance with Operation PLATO to continue to better and provide a collaborative and safe approach. The robust literature all evident that the Police play a crucial role in preparedness for and response to any major incident. Literature from multiple of context all provide an insight into how major incidents can develop and training to be implemented in order to combat the failures of the police response to major incidents.
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Essay four: 
What impact can personal bias have on investigations, and how effective are the measures in place to prevent this?
 Your answer must be based on academic research rather than personal experience. 

   This essay will explore the impact personal bias has on investigations and the measures implemented to prevent this and preserve the rights in accordance to several legislations, policies and importantly, the Human Right Act 1998. 

   Implicit bias refers to the mentality or notions that unconsciously shape our perceptions, judgement and behaviours. In certain situations, implicit bias is seen negatively due to potential negative consequences (Spencer et al., 2016; Fitzgerald et al., 2019). Through implicit bias, there is a risk that Officers link individuals to the stereotypes associated with certain group; although this can occur unintentionally. For example, the perception in domestic abuse, the female is always the victim and the male are always the aggressor (Health Psychology Research, 2014). Lysova et al. (2020) conducted a qualitative study to explore the external and internal barriers of victimised males by their female intimate companion. It was reported that the police were uninterested in or unable to comprehend the feelings of the male victim. (Dim & Lysova, 2021). In some of the cases whereby the male victims called the Police, they portrayed prejudice and hostility. In three cases out of five when the police made an arrest, it was in fact the men who were arrested. Dim & Lysova (2021) study found that the male victims who chose not to inform the police was due to the reasoning of being ridiculed by the police, not believed and the apprehension of being arrested. 

    The College of Policing's guidelines for identifying the primary perpetrator in domestic incidents are given to officers as information on how to avoid implicit prejudice. For example, obtaining initial accounts, observation of the scene, marks, clothing and demeanour of those involved (College of Policing, 2023).  Nelson (2017) highlighted that academics and diversity specialists perceive unconscious bias training as a crucial workplace service. Researchers stressed that diversity training programmes for police officers have had only limited success, despite positive outcomes being seen in the healthcare and educational systems (Fridell, 2016; Spencer et al., 2016). Fitzergarld et al (2019) corroborated this issue stating that there are no recognised, simple or successful intervention programmes, to combat this issue. Dim & Lysova (2021) additionally stressed the need for inclusive measures to support male victims of domestic violence and the necessity for police personnel to be aware of the experiences and perceptions that male victims of crime have of the criminal justice system. Spencer et al (2016) deliberated the limitation of implicit bias training and its influence on police officer’s decision-making processes. There is a gap in literature currently in the effectiveness of implicit bias training programme with Police officers. Thus, this insight alludes to both advantages and flaws of such training. 

Confirmation bias, according to Schlosser et al. (2021), is a propensity for individuals to perceive information in a manner that supports their own biases, beliefs, and attitude.
Thus, avoiding or discount the information that challenges those existing beliefs. Many academics have explored the notion that confirmation bias impacts the way an Officers conducts a criminal investigation.  For example, when an individual becomes a suspect in an investigation for reasons that are not objectively supported by the evidence in the case, and the investigation is subsequently restricted to the evidence that connects that suspect to the crime (Liden et al., 2018). Thus, the Officer opposes the ability to process different information since it restricts both the search for and evaluation of the information so that it is congruent with a favoured hypothesis, which is caused by the confirmation bias (Liden, 2018). Wagennar & Crombag (1993) analysed 35 Ditch criminals’ cases whereby completing illustrations of how confirmation bias can appear while looking for information during a criminal investigation was evident. In some of the cases, unjust conviction was admitted. A present study by Liden et al (2018) tested a police officer’s decision to detain a suspect triggers conformation bias during interview. The study concluded that even suspect that were detained as opposed to the suspect that were not were interviewed in a more guilt presumptive way and seen as less reliable. Hill et al (2008) underlines this conclusion, expectations of guilt influenced the questioning style of Officers.

    Thus, the measures that have been implemented within the UK police to manage the risks of confirmation bias is an Officers duty to comply with the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 2018 and Section 14 9of the Equality Act of 2010 (Public Sector Equality Duty). It relates to the primary techniques used by the police to identify persons in connection with the investigation of offences, as per Code D of the PACE 1984. This Code's processes and powers must be used responsibly, equitably, and without unjustified discrimination while also respecting the people it pertains to. The requirements for the detention, treatment, and questioning of suspects not connected to terrorism in police custody and by police officers are outlined in PACE 1984 Code C, D, E, and F. It describes both the rights of someone who is being held in custody and those of someone who has not yet been arrested.   

  In an effort to address an absence in the literature, Eeden et al. (2016) examined the influence of prior knowledge provided to crime scene investigators on their insight and explanation of ambiguous crime scenes. The findings show that prior knowledge does, in fact, affect how the crime scene is interpreted, but since the current study was exploratory, more study is required. This data alludes to a third bias, conformity bias. According to earlier study, the credibility, authority, and recall accuracy of the information source as seen by the eyewitness are all significant determinants of co-witness impact. The results of Mojtahedi et al (2019) indicated that individuals were substantially tending to attribute the wrong person for the crime if a police officer had proposed it to them. Thus, in investigations Officers need to be greatly aware of conformity bias and deal with witnesses sensitively. Although study, advances the understanding of the cognitive mechanism behind co-witness compliance, but it has a number of shortcomings that should be addressed in follow-up studies.  A recommendation for future studies is for participants to rate the authority and intelligence of their co-witness after the experience. This would gauge how accurate the indicate were.

  To conclude, one key obstacle to fostering trust between the community and police is confirmation bias (Schlosser et al., 2021). It’s crucial that police officers gather all the facts through information available before making any decisions. Importantly, to remain impartial throughout their entirety of their decision-making process within investigations.
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Essay five: 
What characteristics or factors increase the risk of exploitation by Serious or Organised Crime Gangs? Your answer should examine both the psychological and socio-economic characteristics of victims of exploitation.

  ‘County lines’ is a term adopted to refer to serious gangs and organised criminal networks dedicated to transferring illegal drugs into one or more importing areas within the UK through mobile phone lines or other means. These criminals frequently utilise pressure, intimidation, assault (including sexual violence) and firearms, to exploit youngsters and vulnerable individuals to transport and keep the money and drugs (Home Office, 2018a). This essay will examine the characteristics or factors that increase the likelihood of exploitation.

   To lessen their exposure, these serious organised crime groups target and take advantage of children and vulnerable individuals outside of their hometowns.   Additionally, runners from the drug-using community in the colonised territory are hired (Interventions Alliance, 2021). Thus, exploitation is precarious to the county lines business model. The act of forcing, controlling, manipulating, or deceiving a child or young person under the age of 18 into engaging in any criminal activity in exchange for something the victim needs or wants, for the perpetrator's or facilitator's financial or other advantage, and/or through violence or the threat of violence, is known as child criminal exploitation. Even if the behaviour seems voluntary, the victim may have been the victim of criminal exploitation (Robinson et al., 2018; Windle & Briggs, 2015).

     Olver & Cockbain (2021) conducted a study upon professional views when responding to County lines related criminal exploitation. The sample of participants were from policing, prosecution and government sectors. Most expressed that there is insufficient information on such exploitations, especially where individuals are both victimised and crime offender. The Home Office have introduced a ‘Serious Violence Strategy’ to combat such concerns and raise awareness of county lines. This strategy is targeted at frontline workers such as teachers, Police, health workers and many more. This strategy aims to assist in recognising victims and report concerns (Home Office, 2018b).  Since the passing of the Modern Slavery Act in 2015, those who are exploited across borders have become more widely regarded as victims of "modern slavery." (Home Office,2018b)

   The involvement of youngsters with crime gangs cannot be attributed to a sole factor. Alleyne & Wood (2010) underpin the contribution of psychological characteristic of gang membership of high school students. Findings highlight that the major drivers of gang participation include higher rates of delinquency, lower rates of obedience, the significance of position in society, and accountability. Additionally, further research exploring the psychological process behind gang related formation and criminality is vital before any before any significant findings regarding the motivations for gang membership and suitable intervention can be applied. There is an amount of pressure on youngsters in the society they currently live in. Annan et al (2021) explored the factors that influenced adolescent involvement within street gangs in London through questioning and thematic approach analysis. The key risk factors for adolescent street gang engagement seem to be more connected to the support systems that are available than the individual.  Additionally, victims of exploitation are target due to their psychological concerning their mental health issues, drug decency, elderly and disabilities. are ‘cuckooed’. ‘Cuckooing’ occurs in the ‘host’ drug markets whereby a drug gang targets and befriends a vulnerable individual and then takes over their home in order to conduct illegal drug activity. Similarly, to adolescents that are targets, ‘cuckooing’ victims have their homes taken over by drug gangs due to the lack of support systems (Macdonald et al., 2022; Spicer, 2021). Elderly persons who live alone and often don't have the support of family and friends may feel lonely and seek out any type of companionship, even that from drug dealers who take advantage of them. Numerous case studies and academic research on the cuckooed victim characteristics have demonstrated this. The relationship commences using friendship, intimate relationship or personal assistant (Spicer et al., 2019). 

    There are numerous instances where the police and social services fail to recognise cuckooing warning signs because of the intersectional nature of "vulnerability," such as disabled people and drug use. Although there are risk factors and characteristics that make a person vulnerable to becoming a target for drug gangs. A Housing Officer stated that there are cases whereby a tenant was deemed as a nuisance due to people coming and going from their house. The local authority received multiple complainants, when this matter was thoroughly looked into, the tenant was in fact a victim of cuckooing who was trafficked and sexual exploited (Macdonald et al., 2022). This narrative is a universal issue, as also identified in the findings of Butera (2013). The 'anti-social' and 'deviant' lifestyle choices of this disabled woman characterised the perspectives of her neighbours, social services, and housing agencies, which serves as an example of how important risk factors connected with cuckooing were misconstrued.  It is important to note that victims may be reluctant to raise concerns of ‘cuckooing; to the local authority due to the impact this can have on their drug availability which is a predominantly an issue with those struggling with addictions or fearful of the police of suspecting their involvement with drug gangs and losing their tenancy (Canterbury City Council, 2019). A multi-agency guidance for tackling ‘cuckooing’ has been established for frontline staff who work with vulnerable adults (Canterbury City Council ,2019). A pro-active intervention can be data sharing with multi-agencies and all concerns are recorded so they can be escalated appropriately.  In certain cases, the cuckooing victim can be assisted in leaving their current location due to the risk of harm and to make it possible to put in place effective support. 

    There are currently no established best practises for dealing with or avoiding cuckooing circumstances. Consequently, it is necessary to identify possible vulnerable tenants before putting them in social housing (Foster & Pearson, 2020). The Thames Reach project, a charity that provides temporary hostels and social housing projects to assist the homeless and vulnerable (including those with mental health and drug issues) in finding homes and developing supportive relationships, has discovered that collaboration with the police, local government, landlords, and Drug Action Teams is essential to combating cuckooing (Tidnam, 2021).

   To conclude, the literature into Count lines and victim exploitation correlate highlighting that social isolation, loneliness and lack of community services can create space whereby the exploitation of disabled people can flourish. Although there is a need for future research, into comparisons and overlaps with other phenomena like child sexual exploitation and missing people in relation to the size and type of county lines nationwide and throughout specific regions and evaluation of such interventions. Additionally, more research is required among persons who are directly impacted by county lines.
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