Kezia Thomas Orr 2313951
“Use constructionist theories to analyse and evaluate an aspect of policing, crime and deviance of your choice.”

To do this student will:

· Explain the main historical theories of crime. 
· Choose a specific modern-day case study that exemplifies the application of the selected historical theory or theories.
· Apply one or some of the theories to a modern-day context, using a case study of your choice. 
· Critically evaluate how the theory or theories can help explain and interpret the behaviour and circumstances related to the case study.

Constructionist theories can be used in order to improve our understanding to analyse and evaluate policing, crime and deviance by allowing society to gain a possible understanding of why crimes are committed and the patterns that surface in a range of different offender groups. These theories are a paradigm in the criminological approach to crime and deviance and are regarded as pivotal frameworks that help to shape our understanding of crime and deviance. Whilst these theories can be seen as outdated, they are still pivotal in our understanding of criminals as they look at the social development and sources that may have an effect on an individual’s values and beliefs. Modern day crimes can be analysed and evaluated using these theories from a critical perspective and provide the opening for discussions in the reasoning and deeper interrogation into the actions of the criminals. This essay will focus on these theories in relation to how they can be applied to serial killers and look into a modern-day case study and how these applications can also be used in relation to the deviant person at hand. The main theories that will be discussed in this essay are social theories such as, social control, social learning and strain theory. The case study that will be looked at in depth will be the crimes of Jeffrey Dahmer and how his personality and early development years contributed to his impulsions and actions of deviance, with his lack of social understanding and/or development. In order to fully apply the theories to the case study this essay will thoroughly look at his crimes and the experiences he may have had as a child which shaped his personality and the ability to perform these crimes, as these are closely looked at by psychologists across the globe.
Social theories contribute significantly to policing, crime and deviance and create the foundations for the aspect of understanding criminals and how their individual experiences in life can have a significant impact on their moral values and beliefs. There are many different criminological perspectives and each with their own theories and understanding on crime and deviance and how these theories can be applied to different groups in society. One of these perspectives is referred to as classicism and is known as the first theory of crime heavily based around the workings of Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham (Pond, 1999). Classicism is heavily focused on the theory of rational decision making as well as the idea that human behaviour is more than likely the result of rational choice. The movement of classicism had a huge effect on society during the 18th century as it allowed other areas of society to develop their own thinking as it leaned towards rationality and further created deterrence in a societal approach towards crime and deviance. Cesare Beccaria was a pivotal person in the advancement of classicism as he developed the theory of pain and pleasure principles and argued that rational decision making impacted the results of crime (Beccaria, 1764). He was also a firm believer in punishment for criminals. Jeremy Bentham was also further supportive of the idea of punishment for criminals as he proposed the idea of the ‘panopticon’ (Priestley & Vanstone, 2010). Whilst every theory has their own criticisms classicism is often critiqued as it does not focus on the difference between different offender groups which can change vastly by gender, race and even social class and only focuses on offenders as a whole, this can be judged as it does not take into consideration hardships faced by individual groups.
Robert Merton’s strain theory is pivotal in the field of criminology as it focuses on the pressures in society that lead individuals to commit crime when they feel as though their goals are not achievable. These goals can include areas such as career, money and societal status (Miller, 2009). Strain theory can be applied to many prevalent serial killers across the globe as the motivation behind the crime could be in relation to their personal lives through the lack of career satisfaction or the feeling of hopelessness as they cannot live up to their own personal goals (Olsen, 2016). Strain theory also has close ties and is often compared to Emile Durkheim’s anomie theory as it looks at a lack of societal norms and how that can cause a disruption in society. Durkheim also looks at the theory of ‘collective consciousness’ which refers to the morals that a society may hold together and those who stray from those beliefs are referred to as the other or banished from society (Smith, 2014). With the lack of goals being achieved by these individuals they are lead down a path of crime and deviance as they no longer have anything to strive for and often lose the motivation to follow societal morals and beliefs. Whilst strain theory has become a fundamental pillar in the criminological field it has been criticised partially due to the fact that Merton mainly focused on financial crime and the lower classes and did not give thought on ‘blue collar crime’ and crimes not related to financial crime (Agnew, 1985). 
In the late nineteenth century positivism emerged in the criminological field as human behaviour was said to have been determined by biological and physiological factors. Positivism was often referred to as the scientific approach to crime and deviance. During the emergence of positivism the foundations for the scientific study of people now referred to as sociology began. Whilst classicism was heavily criticised for its lack of empirical research the scientific approach that positivism brought meant that crime statistics were final being analysed (Newburn, 2017). Cesare Lombroso was one of the main contributors to the positivism. Lombroso claimed that a number of biological characteristics resulted in deviant behaviour and supported the idea that criminals were in fact born and not made, he also claimed that those with ‘atavstic’ characteristics were either the born criminal or the insane criminal (Newburn, 2017). He claimed that women were more likely to preform more heinous crimes as he suggested that they had more ‘evil tendencies’ (Ferroro & Lombroso, 1893). Lombroso’s work was further emphasised by Enrico Ferri who highlighted that both environmental and social factors also play a role in explaining criminal activity (Muller, 1969). Furthermore, this was hugely influential in the field of criminology as it allowed society to delve into the social and environmental factors that have an effect on criminality. Lombroso’s work was criticised by Goring in which he evoked how if Lombroso had widened his study further and not solely focused on prison inmates then he would have seen that the characteristics he claimed to only be shown in criminals were seen amongst the general population (Carrabine et al, 2009). 
One of the most influential theories in crime and deviance is the social learning theory, learning theories support the ideology that behaviours and actions are taught by their peers and their environment. An excellent example of this is Albert Banduras ‘bobo doll’ experiment. The experiment sought to examine how watching and being witness to violence can influence a child into mirroring the aggressive behaviour. This falls heavily into the nature versus nurture debate that is a huge debate in the sociological field and often discussed. The bobo doll experiment featured a small group of children and a blow up doll, one group was shown violent videos hitting the doll and thus they mirrored the behaviour whereas the children who were shown videos just playing with the doll then also treated it kindly (Galanaki & Malafantis, 2022). This became fundamental in crime and deviance theories. This creates the idea that those who have been deemed as deviant have been nurtured in an environment where violence was a part of the equilibrium perhaps creating the notion that violence is part of their cultural norms. Also, this further supports the idea that criminal behaviour is learned through operant conditioning. Another learning theory is differential association. Edwin Sutherland’s theory of differential association argues that human behaviour is learned though different aspects of social norms. This shows that social norms are developed and taught by the groups that you associate yourself with regularly (Newburn, 2017). 
The most important part of development happens in our early formative years, this is the time in which an individuals moral and social beliefs are formed as well as the understanding of cultural norms. This can be seen with Jean Piaget’s theory of cognitive development and the stages that a child goes through, environmental factors are also said to be an important part of cognitive development as they help a child to understand what the ‘norm’ is (Barrouillet, 2015). Another theory if crime and deviance that a drastic effect on an individual’s actions can have is the labelling theory. Labelling theory looks at the notion that if a group or an individual is given a certain label by the peers such as ‘deviant’ or ‘weird’ then they are more likely to act in ways that emphasise the label they have been given. It can allow an individual to develop deviant self-meaning (Carr et al, 2016).
Jeffrey Dahmer was one of Americas most prolific serial killers and was penned the ‘Milwaukee cannibal’ with an astounding 17 known victims which he raped, dismembered, performed acts of necrophilia and took part in cannibalism with their remains. He was deemed an ‘active’ serial killer between the years of 1978 and 1991 (Crime Museum, 2022). Whilst there is a lot of research into the mind of Dahmer there are not many instances in which researchers look at his early childhood and life in order to apply theories of crime and deviance so that we can understand why these crimes are committed. It was rumoured that he had experiences with sexual abuse which may have contributed to his violent sexual desires but due to the lack of evidence it will not be taken into account when applying these theories. 
 There are a number of theories on crime and deviance that can be applied to Jeffrey Dahmer due to unresolved psychological issues in his childhood and can be seen with the social learning theory highlighting the influence that environment had on him. Dahmer is said to have had a troubled childhood with an absent father and a mother who suffered with severe mental health issues a lack of attention led him to despise his parents and his younger brother. This could have had a detrimental effect on his social development as he was not enriched or taught the appropriate behaviours to display with his peers. The loneliness and lack of attention from his family did not allow him to develop any adequate social-emotional interaction skills thus which lead him to a lifetime of loneliness (Martens & Palermo, 2005). Social interaction is one of the pillars of development for young children as it affects them later in life whether that’s in accordance to future interpersonal relationships or the ability to advance in society through career development. Jeffrey Dahmer’s case can be referred and related to the learning theory created by Jean Piaget which discusses the cognitive development of children and the impact that it can have on children. Piaget discusses how the early formative years is pivotal in an individual’s understanding of moral and social beliefs and what is deemed as normal and appropriate behaviour in our society. 
The lack of attention given to him by his mother could have led to his deviant behaviour as discussed in John Bowlby’s maternal deprivation theory. He theorises that maternal love and nurturing is an essential bond needed for psychological development of babies and toddlers. This highlights that neglect and separation from a nurturing mother can have negative effects on a child emotional and social development. An individual’s childhood is a critical period for development and it can be seen that Jeffrey Dahmer did not have what would be deemed a ‘loving’ and nurturing household to raise him to have healthy attachments and interpersonal relationships. His parents also divorced whilst he was in his formative years and it is believed to have deeply affected him, psychologists say that this later could have contributed to his pathological behaviour (Higgs, 2012). Also, it can be seen later in Dahmer’s life how this has vastly affected him with the abuse and violent behaviour he then exhibited with his future partners in drugging, raping and then killing them through dismemberment highlighting how he had an understanding that sexual relations were normally violent.  
In conclusion, historical theories of crime are important to delve into in relation to crime and deviance as they are the foundations of both the sociological and criminological field and allow society to gain an understanding on the patterns of race, gender and social class in crime. Without these foundations in the field being pivotal to research in the area of crime and deviance we would struggle to see any relation between deviant behaviour and basic human behaviour deemed to be socially accurate and follow the ideology of cultural norms. By applying constructionist theories to a modern day case study and the analysis of policing crime and deviance this essay has been able to highlight the societal interest in understanding the nature of ‘deviant’ people and their crimes. These theories allow society to critically evaluate and analyse the way that we approach policing crime and deviance and encourages the societal need to investigate these areas. Researching the modern day case study of Jeffrey Dahmer is eye opening in terms of understanding the theories raised in this essay as it allows us to look at the reasoning behind the heinous acts and fully investigate how the environment in which we grow up in can determine our understanding of societal morals and beliefs and how they are learnt in the early years of development. Without these theories of crime and deviance it would be extremely difficult to understand the mind of criminals and the patterns that are displayed in crime and any criminal activity.
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