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Introduction
The following essay will highlight different aspects of the legal process in the United Kingdom including civil Legal Aid and Sentence and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012. Highlighting the concept of Legal Aid, its importance and eligibility criteria will be addressed. LASPO stands for Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 is a broader aspect of the reformed Criminal Justice System. Details about this regulation and the changes made to this process will also be mentioned. Detailed influence of LASPO on Civil Legal Aid regarding the lowering of funds, effects on the marginalised groups and some obstructions to managing justice will be analysed in the below section. Some reform suggestions will be added there regarding increasing funds, expanding eligibility criteria and more. 


Discussion
Civil Legal Aid is a particular process of public funding that is being raised to contribute in costing of legal advice in the court or a tribunal and family mediation. This legal system is administered by the government and Legal Aid Agency of England and Wales. The primary motive of this system is to provide financial leverage to the people of the country that can not afford legal representation. Therefore, those people can apply for this legal aid that is managed by the Legal Aid Board and capitalised by the State Government. After getting eligible for this, the Barrister or Solicitor will take the case of the individual and make it to the civil proceedings in the court (Cunningham-Hill and Elder, 2019). This legal advice can be verbal or can be provided in a written format. The primary need of this Civil Legal Aid is to provide proper justice to all the people that can not afford lawyers. This system obstructs the providers from giving early legal advice that can affect another person legally (Johnson, 2020). Through this process of legal aid, the overall justice system of the country will be improved. Alongside that, people will have a better overview of the legal procedures and the laws of the country.
However, there is a strong debate in this process that has made the Civil Legal Aid providers face challenges to sustain themselves. The testing and the funding of extraordinary cases should be normalised and reformed. The pay rates of the legal cases are making things difficult regarding the recruitment and retention of the lawyers (Rains et al., 2019). Therefore, the whole system is facing many problems and the service for people might get interrupted. On that note, the management committee of Civil Legal Aid providers are demanding a change in the legalised process of Civil Legal Aid. They want the system to become more flexible and open as more interested organisations can provide their funding. It will help to boost the interest of the legal aid lawyers and the people that are looking for the service will get consistent access to those lawyers to get justice. 
The Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 also known as LASPO has successfully introduced many different varieties of improvement in the criminal justice system. It was mainly aimed at lowering all the costs regarding legal aid in England and Wales while promoting different resolution methods for solving disputes (service.gov.uk, 2023). LASPO has significant changes in various legal areas such as family, criminal and civil law. Among all the changes, the most notable one was the depletion in the reach of civil legal aid. Introducing LASPO has effectively limited the range of cases which are eligible for funding in legal aid while focusing on all the existing domestic cases, asylum and violence. This has created a significant risk in the legal system of England and Wales regarding liberty and life. Family law also has changed a lot, such as in financial matters and disputes with the parentship over children when LASPO was introduced (legislation.gov.uk, 2024). It has efficiently removed many legal aids for most of the private cases of family law, such as divorce cases and disputes with child custody. However, the cases of the case of child abuse and domestic violence were not even touched. Criminal legal aids also have been changed noticeably such as lowering the accessibility of legal aid or introducing new ways to test all the defendants in the cases in Crown Court. Punishment and sentencing also has been changed in several aspects such as tougher punishment or penalty has been added in the old system. Tougher penalties and community sentences for all the criminals who will breach the order and peace in the community (bills.parliament.uk, 2024). Several changes have also been implemented in the rules that governing CFAs, which is also familiar as “no win, no fee”. It has also limited the fees regarding success which a lawyer can recover in civil cases from the opponents. Cost reduction was one of the main key motivations that was behind the implementation of LASPO. The curb spending for legal aid was constantly increasing over time and the government wanted to limit the eligibility criteria along with lowering the fund for some specific cases. Apart from that it has also brought the utilisation of alternate methods regarding dispute resolutions such as arbitration and meditation.
LASPO has had a great influence in several cases on civil legal aid such as it has led towards a huge reduction in the civil legal aid scope and its funding. After implementation, it has effectively restricted many types of cases which were acceptable for legal aid funding before. LASPO always puts its focus on all the cases that involve domestic violence or those cases which pose a great risk to the library or life (committees.parliament.uk, 2024). Due to this reduction in civil aid cases' scope and funding, many people are currently not able to get access to legal aid in their crucial civil matters. Those matters are employment, welfare benefits and disputes with housing. Apart from that, due to the reduction disproportionately, all the marginalised and vulnerable groups in the community were badly affected. Without having access to legal aid, people from those groups and many other families with low incomes, people with disabilities and immigrants have faced a lot of difficulties. It has become almost impossible for them to navigate through the current legal system in order to impose their rights. Therefore, a big gap has been created regarding legal representation which has made all those people in a vulnerable state (BBC, 2019). This has eventually created many exploitations as well as injustice in the community and preserved the previous inequalities which existed in the legal system. LASPO also has created several barriers for many people and hindered their access to legal justice. Therefore, many people have been left without any resources from justice and are unable to protect their own interests and rights in some civil matters in current society. 
Several reforms can be suggested in order to address all the deficiencies that were developed slowly by LASPO. It has become very crucial for an urgent need for boosting funds for all the cases related to civil legal aid (Hitchings et al., 2023). Sufficient funding will be very beneficial and it will be easy to cover a lot of cases related to civil legal aid. It will also ensure that all the people who are facing issues such as those marginalised and vulnerable people have access to legal advice and representation. Apart from that, reform efforts also need to be highly focused on amplifying the eligibility criteria that are associated with the civil legal system in order to involve many different legal cases. Through expanding this many more people will be able to qualify for receiving legal aid and it will also reduce the existing barriers and ensure that people are eligible to get justice. Furthermore, those who need to get support for navigating through the legal system are also going to get several benefits from this reform effectively (Blakey, 2023). The government can also adopt modern high-tech technology which will help to promote another alternative method for putting resolutions. Technology that will be helpful in meditation can be very useful in this matter as it can lower the burden on existing systems regarding legal aid and enhance people's access to justice. With the help of technology, all legal services will be able to provide more cost-effective and efficient legal assistance while ensuring that everyone gets assistance in time. 

Conclusion
The Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 has created a lot of changes in the legal environment of Wales and England after its implementation mainly in the case of civil legal aid. This particular essay has found that LASPO mainly aimed to lower all the costs in civil legal aid while promoting some alternative methods regarding dispute resolution, It has also highlighted that it has effectively lowered the funding and scope to the access of civil legal aid and therefore many people who belong to marginalised groups was unable to protect their own rights. Lastly, several reforms have been suggested such as leveraging technology and expanding the criteria for eligibility. 
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