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A Sonnet is a poem which consist of 14 lines, these are then structured as 3 Quatrains and a Couplet. The third Quatrain usually generates a change called a Volta, however in Shakespeare’s Sonnets the Volta usually comes in the Couplet at the end of the Sonnet.

My love is a fever longing still
For that which no longer nurseth disease,
Feeding on that which doth preserve the ill,
Th’uncertain sickly appetite to please.
In this section on the Sonnet Shakespeare is likening his love to an illness or sickness, and the love which once helped him is no longer doing so.  His love is now feeding off of the very thing that is making him ill.
My reason, the physician to my love,
Angry that his prescription are not kept,
Hath left me, and desperate now approve
Desire is death which physic did except.
In this section I believe Shakespeare is now annoyed with himself as he knows the things that are completely within his control, however he cannot help himself and so death would be preferable than having to cope with his feelings any longer.

Past cure I am, now reason is past care,
And Frantic mad with evermore unrest;
My thoughts and my discourse as madman’s are,
At random from the truth vainly expressed:
It is actually as though he know just accepts that he cannot control himself anymore and he has given up completely and even though he knows it he is lying to himself.

For I have sworn the fair, and thought thee bright,
Who art as black as hell, as dark as night.
This is where he actually sees his love for who she is and although he once thought of her as his saviour this has actually turned out to be his demise.
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What is a cuplet


Explain the ending of the poem

