The Handmaid’s Tale
1985
Height of Reagan/Thatcher right wing backlash – investigation of relation of gender relations to economics. Demonstrates fragility of women’s advances

Policing women as response to a cultural crisis (re Crusaqes/ 13th C economic collapse/ Puritans/ mid 19th C reinforce of nuclear family and production of children

Private IS public

Dystopia (re Herland – devoted to the production – nothing on the raising) of children

Question of legality

The removal of money

Removal of right to work and own property

Debates re Women’s culture – 1st and 2nd generation feminists

A room of her own that is not her own

Removal of literacy (re Afghanistan)

The significance of dress and its relation to sex
Covering the body as trigger to desire –mystery feared as well as desired

p.30 Shot a Martha fumbling for her pass – thought she was a man dressed as a woman, 
p.43 – ordinary is what you are used to 

p.49 – stories and readers – conversation as verification of one version of truth 

p.100 – without texts no way of checking – writing fixes truth but also verifies s those who control reading and writing control meaning
p.144 – construction and reconstruction a story 

Question of time – living in tiome

Day and Night- pattern

Landscape filled with memories as well as present – shift from Catholic to Protestant
The body as source of potential, of possibilities – a universe

Historical notes

Written by the victors

Return to ‘ordinary’ for us; innuendo; assumption that her personal story is not as important as that of the leaders of the regime.
Cultural pursuits important (and different)

Names – cultural denotation – not Caucasian (one German – possibly) rest seem Native American – the Caucasians have died out. Virus that caused sterility in men (not women – but women blamed)
