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THE BIG IDEAS and
How we live now?



The City
Only when they started to sow their own crops did 
the need for permanent shelters arise. Inevitably, 
people found it advantageous to work together to 
harness water sources and till the land- and so we 
have the start of society and the start of a city.



The City 
So intimate is the connection 
between man's building of the first 
cities and his development of a 
civilized way of life that the very word 
'civilization' comes from the Latin 
word civis, which means citizen, or 
dweller in a city. 
Kenneth Clark points out that a 
sense of permanence is the 
prerequisite of civilization, and what 
could more explicitly indicate that a 
man meant to give up his wandering 
ways and settle down than his 
building a city? 
Men, said Aristotle, come together in 
cities in order to live; they remain 
there to live the good life.

Aerial view of Kalaa Sghrira Tunisia, 
showing the typical dense pattern of 
narrow streets and courtyard housing



The ideal place

Traditionally attributed to Piero Della Francesca this view of an 
Ideal City(c.1470) is now thought to be by
Leon Battista Alberti, projecting a view of the harmonius 
Classical Buildings described in his De
Re Aedificatoria,



The ideal place

Sforzinda is a visionary 
ideal city named after 
Francesco Sforza, then 
Duke of Milan. It was 
designed by Renaissance 
architect Antonio di 
Pietro Averlino (c. 1400 
- c. 1469), also known as 
"Averulino" or Filarete.



The City – Renaissance Florence



The Ideal Place - Utopia

Conceived as a Utopian response to
what he saw as the damaging social
and environmental consequences of
industrialisation, Ebenezer Howard's
idea of the Garden City was
published in 1898 and captured
in this diagram where symmetry
recalls earlier 'ideal' city plans.

Formed by combining the Greek 
words for 'not' and 'place',
Utopia, was the title of a book 
written in 1516 by scholar
and statesman Sir Thomas More 
(1478-1535). Modelled on
Plato's Republic, it described a 
fictional island where an
apparently perfect society 
flourished. In this sense the 
word
'Utopia' has come to describe 
visions of the 'ideal' city.



Rhiwbina Garden Village

Rhiwbina’s Garden Village movement began in the 1890s in response to the industrial revolution’s 
side-effects of slums and poor living conditions. Its rhetoric championed better living 
conditions for the working class as well as the middle class and by the turn of the century, 
several Garden Villages existed in Britain. Its principle of co-operative ownership appealed to 
many and in 1911, a group of Cardiffians met to consider the idea of their own Garden Village.



The Modern City Singapore



COMMUNITY ARCHITECTURE

Architecture by everyone
The term 'community architecture' was coined by the journalist Charles Knevitt in 1975 to 
describe an English housing movement that involved the participation of users in the design 
of buildings. 
It later came to embrace disparate trends that grew out of the political activism of the 1960s 
and growing concern about the impact of large scale urban renewal- of which Jane Jacob’s 
book The Death and Life of Great American Cities offered a searing critique.



Designing accessibly for all
UNIVERSAL DESIGN
• Designing to meet the needs of 

disabled people became a 
growing concern during the 
second half of the twentieth 
century, and by the 1990s had 
begun to be focused 
internationally around the idea of 
universal design.

• This also embraced the concerns 
of the ageing 'baby boomer' 
generation, and was influenced 
by t he social model of disability 
that emerged in the UK in the 
1980s, but had its roots in earlier 
and wider movements for civil 
and human rights.



SUSTAINABILITY
Environmental architecture
Making new buildings more energy efficient has led to the 
growth of passive design, but the early focus on running 
costs is now giving way to a more holistic concern for 'cradle 
to grave' assessments that address a building's entire 
lifecycle or 'ecological footprint'.
Completed in 2002, the Beddington
Zero Energy Development (now
Known universally as BedZED) is one of 
the most widely visited low-energy, 
sustainable housing developments in the 
UK. Situated in Hackbridge, south 
London, it was designed by
BillDunster Architects



SUSTAINABILITY
Environmental architecture
Global concern about the capacity of the planet to sustain a 
rapidly rising population without drastic environmental 
degradation came into sharp focus in 1987 with the 
publication of 'Our Common Future', the report of the World 
Commission on Environment and Development (now 
generally referred to as the Brundtland Commission).
Its suggestion that 'sustainable development' was the key to 
ongoing prosperity launched the idea of 'sustainability' into the 
global consciousness.
The consumption of natural resources grew exponentially in 
the last century, and with this came a growing scientific 
awareness of the interdependence of life, which led to the 
emergence of ecology as a separate discipline.



SUSTAINABILITY



Towards zero-energy architecture

PASSIVE DESIGN
Passive design describes an approach to achieving the required environmental conditions 
with the least possible use of' active', energy-consuming systems.
In particular, it aims to reduce dependence on artificial lighting, mechanical ventilation and air 
conditioning. 
Although computer software is now used to model a building's performance, based on a 
sophisticated mathematical understanding of climate, heat transfer and fluid dynamics, the 
fundamental principles have been practised in vernacular buildings throughout history.

Architects 
Rolf Disch, Housing
Freiburg Germany



How do you see the future 
for the way you or we live?





MASS CONSUMPTION POLLUTION?



MASS CONSUMPTION POLLUTION?



MASS CONSUMPTION POLLUTION?





FASHION AND TECHNOLOGY



FASHION AND TECHNOLOGY



Energy

http://grid.iamkate.com/ https://www.gridwatch.templar.co.u
k/

http://grid.iamkate.com/
https://www.gridwatch.templar.co.uk/


The Energy Equation



The Energy Equation



Social Housing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zkGBYmSTS8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s--1w1PQeF8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zkGBYmSTS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s--1w1PQeF8


Well being 
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