Past peoples Unassessed work : week 1
Deconstruction of two articles
1 The Annals of Dunstable Priory, Harriet Webster
Q3	The article is a review and analysis published in 2020 of the manuscript text  Annales prioratus de Dunstaplia. Dr Webster was the editor of the late David Preest’s English translation “The Annals of Dunstable Priory” published in 2018. She was therefore well acquainted with the text before writing the review. She refers to similar studies (including Burton, Monastic Order in Yorkshire, part II and especially Jamroziak Rievaulx Abbey and its Social Context) which may have provided inspiration.
Research started long before for the edited translation. The original manuscript is in the British Museum archives. I can find no reference to a publicly available digitised version on the BM website but there may be one made available to David Preest and Dr Webster. Most of the primary and many of the secondary sources are physically available in the UWTSD library, most of the rest in the National Library of Wales or the Aberystwyth or Swansea university libraries. Two are foreign. The UWTSD library does not appear to offer electronic versions of any of the sources it doesn’t hold physically.
The 133 footnotes give 180 references. Since the article is an analysis of the one text it is not surprising that there are 157 direct references to it, over 87% of the total (Latin manuscript Tiberius 34; edited Latin text by Luard APD 47; translation by Preest Annals 76.) the remaining 23 are for support or comparison for conclusions drawn about the text.
Q4 
1 As noted inQ3 there are three versions of the primary text: original manuscript, edited transcribed manuscript and translation. The other primary text Gesta abbatum monasterii Sancti Albani is referred to in an edited version and a translation.
2 The archive referred to is that of the British Museum
3 Josiah C. Russell’s Dictionary of Writers of Thirteenth Century England is available on Internet Archive. There must be French and German on-line archives of which I am unaware.

2 Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida, Janet Burton
Q3	The article examines three events at Strata Florida abbey – attacks and invasions by fellow Cistercians - in the first century and a half after the conquest of Pura Wallia by Edward I of England. The article seeks to determine and compare the causes of these three attacks. The first step is to examine the three attacks individually. There is no single documentary source and a substantial part of the article examines a wide range of primary sources to track down direct and indirect evidence about what happened, when and the principal people involved (sometimes appearing with different names according to the source).
Professor Burton is a recognised expert on medieval monastic Britain, and particularly Strata Florida, so she would probably have been aware of these three “attacks” well before she researched and wrote this article. She would also have known where to find most, if not all, of the relevant sources. Starting from the basic source references to the three attacks, she had to establish a fuller understanding of who, what and when before going on to analyse why. This involved assembling a coherent picture from a puzzle where many of the pieces have been lost, or never existed, and those that remain have been scattered around the country. The sources referenced in the footnotes bear witness to this. Some are directly relevant; many appear to have been used for their inferential information.
One important primary source is the National Archives which are on-line. Other primary sources appear to be translations, many of which are available on Internet Archive.
The essential use of the primary sources is to provide or confirm the information needed to confirm what happened. The conclusions about the cause of the disputed elections are fairly straightforward: mostly local rivalry for control of a prestigious position. There are also interesting comments on the willingness to appeal to the English crown post conquest and the involvement of the Cistercian Order more generally.
The footnotes which provide the references to sources are very rich and frequently mention two or more sources. One interesting one is #68 which is a disclaimer: “The arguments of this article were reached independently of the National Archives website”. 
Also interesting is #63 which refers to a source, a sub-source within that source and a sub-sub-source within the sub-source as well as a cross-referencing source. A friend commented to me regarding historiography courses that they have “one important aim … which is to alert you to the fact that the process of History is a conversation over the generations and across publications.” Footnote #63 typifies this rather well.

Q4	
1 Primary sources : original manuscripts, edited texts and translations. Calendars, Registers, Petitions.
2 National Archives
3 National Archives (on-line access); Internet Archive; JSTOR

