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Llanelli is first recorded in a map created by William Camden in 1607 as a small village on the coast of South West Wales. During this time, Llanelli was little more than a fishing village and held little significance.
In 1791 a blast furnace was set up in Cwmddyche on the Stradey Estate by John Gevers and Thomas Ingam. This venture was not successful though and eventually the business was foreclosed by the financer, Alexander Raby and by 1796 he had taken over the management of the furnace himself. Also, at this time, Charles Nevill purchased Llanelli Copper Works and began smelting copper ore. By 1800 with his original blast furnace at Cwmddyche working efficiently Raby constructed and opened a second furnace on the Stradey Estate.  During this time, Raby also constructed and operated collieries that he used to extract coal from to fuel his furnaces. 
Llanelli continued to grow during the latter part of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries and by 1801 the town’s population was recorded as being just under 3000 inhabitants. This was a huge increase from a census taken just 5 years before which held the population to be at a mere 500 people. With the population boom came a demand for housing and in 1804, alongside a newly constructed forge at Sandy, Alexander Raby built a row of cottages to house his workers and their families. During his business ventures in Llanelli, it is noted that Raby built over one-hundred cottages for his workers to live in. 
As demand for high quality iron rose, especially during the French Wars, Alexander Raby expanded his ironworks and built the Raby Dockyard, which later became known as Carmarthenshire Docks. He also constructed tramways connecting his ironworks and collieries to his dockyard making it easier for the materials to be exported.
By 1805, another dock had been developed, Llanelli’s first tidal dock, for the import of copper ore and export of smelted copper. Charles Nevill also constructed a dock for the purpose of importing and exporting his produce from the Llanelli Copper Works. 
By 1831, Llanelli’s population had reached 7,646. Another dock was built at Machynys, called New Dock by the Llanelly Railway & Dock Company for use by the Saint David’s Colliery in the nearby village of Llangennech. It was the first ever floating dock to be constructed in Wales and saw considerable business, especially in the foreign export of coal, most notably by the East India Company.
[image: Machynys]
(Ariel view of Machynys with its docks and the town of Llanelli)
By 1890 there were twenty tin plate works in Carmarthenshire and south-west Wales was producing 90% of the world’s tinplate of which 75% was being imported by the United States. Llanelli had become such a significant regional producer of tin that it was referred to as 'Tinopolis'. The American market for tin plate was devastated in 1890 when their government enacted the McKinley Tariff, which raised the tax levied on imports from 30% to 70%.
By 1893, Llanelli’s population had risen to 32,000 people and had become an important industrial centre not only within Wales but also for the United Kingdom and its empire throughout the world.
During the economic depression that came during the 1920s, coal mining was severely affected and led to a massive increase in unemployment and the closure of many collieries.
To keep coal mining viable in West Wales, the National Coal Board opened 'super pits' at Cynheidre in the Gwendraeth Valley and Abernant in the Amman Valley. Eventually though, by 1989, all of these would falter and close leading to more unemployment in the local area.


Llanelli Today
Llanelli still bears some of its historical past from the industrial revolution, mainly the remaining, albeit ruined chimney stacks left behind from the copper works that littered its coastline. Another remnant of its past is Copperworks Infants School which was founded in 1847 by the Nevill family to educate the growing population of the town. The school closed in 2018, having moved to a newly built sustainable building nearby. The school was in use for 171 years.
While some manufacturing remains in Llanelli, notably those at Tata Steel in Trostre and Dyfed Steel, it no longer is the main employer in the area, having been overtaken by sectors such as retail, hospitality and tourism.
Many of the disused remnants of the industrial past have been transformed into leisure facilities, the Millennium Coastal Park and Machynys Golf Course being prime examples of how regeneration can help to transform areas which has stood unused for decades into something that is used daily by the local population.
With the development of out-of-town retail parks at Trostre and Pemberton, many of the town centre big name retail stores have relocated there, with the town centre taking an economic hit. Many of the towns oldest shops have since closed due to increasing business rates and loss of foot traffic. Some improvement has been made with the construction of the East Gate Development which is home to mainly hospitality sector units.
Unemployment remains at a high level despite the local governments attempts at regenerating the local area. This could be considered a lasting effect of the rapid increase of population that coincided with the industrial expansion of Llanelli and then the decline in its manufacturing sector for which it has never truly recovered from. 
The future for Llanelli looks promising with investments from both the Welsh and UK Governments at regenerating the town, providing jobs for the unemployed and a better array of activities for the local population to use and enjoy. One such project planned is the Llanelli Wellness Village, which will be situated along the Llanelli coastline, centred mainly on land that once housed tinplate works during Llanelli’s industrial boom. The Wellness Village is projected to create over 2,000 jobs for the local area and boost the local economy by a staggering £467 million over 15 years. (Delta Lakes)
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(Trostre Retail Park, Llanelli)
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(Photo showing the dilapidated building of the former YMCA building, Llanelli) 
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