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This assignment will critically analyse the concept of sexuality as part of one’s identity and describe the relationship between self and society, whilst reflecting on the concept of Human Rights. In an interview Akhavan (Sawyer, 2018) talks about the importance of identity and that the way people identify themselves and the way others perceive someone’s identity can impact on the way they are treated. Akhavan states that depending on sexuality ‘your lifestyle is completely different, the people you hang around with are different’ this begins to show the link between self and society showing the importance of sexuality as part of a person’s identity. Firstly, this assignment will look at Human Rights, some of the key concepts from the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights that will be discussed include that we are all born free and equal and that the rights belong to everyone regardless of any differences (Youth for Human Rights, 2018). Yet when looking at the Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transgender community (LGBT) globally, these rights are not always being respected. Sexuality is a key part of a person’s identity (Nye, 1999 p. 11) yet for this difference people’s Human Rights are not being respected. With this in mind the assignment will critic and reflect on the concepts of assimilation and liberation, challenging a debate that is still undecided ‘should’ the LGBT community be part of the ‘norm’ as we are all really the same, or whether the LGBT communities should challenge the norm, arguing that they are different and want to stay different. The writer will refer to this throughout the assignment.

The first article in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights this assignment will critically discuss is article 1, ‘All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights’  this could be seen as the most violated right that exists in the Human Rights Declaration as discrimination is wrongly a part of the everyday life, but these are socially constructed, society has created its own norms therefore creating equality issues and differences which leads to the oppression of rights linked to people that are outside of the social norms (Cole, 2006). This is in breach of Article 2 which states that ‘Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind’ (United Nations, 1948). Further to this in the preamble of the declaration it is stated that this human rights are a ‘common standard’ (United Nations, 1948)  this suggests that no government can bestow these rights on people as they are already theirs, yet the UK Government has several laws regarding Human Rights, it may be questioned why these rights have been legislated, there are two ways of looking at this concept one being that the Government is protecting our rights ensuring they are not being taken away by the state (Wagner, 2015), but when looking at it critically the writer would question as to whether they are empowering themselves, by making this law they are seen to be  protecting the people of the country whilst in reality they have added exceptions to the rule including the right to life unless it is ‘absolutely necessary’ (Human Rights Act, 1998).  This is contradicting of the declaration and is actually not a part of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights (1951), if fact Article 30 prohibits this (United Nation, 2018). In addition to the Human Rights Act (1998) the Government has also legislated the Equality Act (2010) with made it unlawful to discriminate people based on nine different characteristics including sexuality. This Act is fantastic in protecting people from discrimination but in fact it should not be required as the declaration of human rights gave people these rights many years previously. The concept of human rights is in the form of assimilation stating that we are all the same and that we all have the same rights but is this enough for the LGBT community to life in society peacefully. This essay will now take a focus on the history on the laws surrounding sexuality and the social movements that have formed to try and make change happen.

Up until 1967 homosexuality was a criminal offence in the UK, until that point gay men had struggled to be treated and accepted equally with some being killed for their sexuality (BBC, 2017).  For this to still be happening twenty years after the accepting of the Human rights just begins to show how the government had not implemented these standards of life fully and in fact were violating the Human Rights declaration by oppressing those from the LGBT minority group. The start of the change began in 1950 with a rapid rise in the number of convictions and the public figures that were involved in high profile cases, pressure was put on the government to revaluate the law around homosexuality and in 1954 Wolfenden was asked to report on this (National Archives, no date). When the report was published in 1957 it received a great deal of publicity and called for the decriminalisation of homosexuality stating it was not the business of the law, concluding that the violated Human Rights (Wolfenden, 1957). Wolfenden (1957) proposed that ‘the law should prevent abuse and protect the young and other vulnerable individuals’, but it should not intrude on personal choices of sexuality and that ‘consenting adults in private should no longer constitute an offence’. Yet the government opposed the implementation of these recommendations (National Archives, no date). 

Following this in 1958 the first social movement in the UK began to surface, The Homosexual Reform Society began to campaign for the change to the law and the implementation of the recommendations for the Wolfenden inquiry, over the next decade many movements began to form seeking this change include the trans support movement The Beaumont Society (Stonewall.org, 2017). In 1967 the Sexual Offences Act was implemented which Brook (2017) describes as a landmark piece of legislation that was not prefect but decriminalise same sex acts and was the first step toward equality and the assimilation in Britain for the LGBT movement. The implementation of laws to protect the rights of LGBT people is often referred to as a top down approach to equality focusing on individual rights. Christie (2018) describes several top-down approaches that all show a change to law and attitudes at the top of social hierarchy for example the government and then to implement these changes from above expecting social change right throughout society. Tacthell (2017, cited by Jones, 2017) criticizes the Sexual Offences Act of 1967 describing it as a limited reform that partially decriminalised same sex relationships, stating that the reform of that Act in 2003 was the point in which people in a homosexual relationship where equal to those in a heterosexual relationship. Between these dates Tatchell (2017, cited by Jones, 2017) stated that there was a 400% increase in openly gay men. During this time the Gay Liberation Front (GLF, later known as PRIDE) was formed this social movement called for liberation by allowing gay people to be themselves encouraging them to ‘come out’ and be proud of who they were, those from the movement including Lumsden (2017,  cited by Jones, 2017) felt that it had no direct impact on the law but instead raised awareness and changed the attitudes of those in their families and their communities and in turn society, which then lead to the changes in the law. This form of liberation sparks change from a social movement is known as the bottom up approach (Rowson, 2014) this approach is about changing societies opinions and raising awareness within communities fighting for the LGBT people.  This raises the question what is the LGBT movement fighting for assimilation or liberation? The next section will begin to answer this question and by looking at the two models of change that have been previously mentioned and that are prominent within the LGBT movement (Rimmerman, 2014).

One of the key barriers to the human rights surrounding the LGBT community is that still today there are 72 countries worldwide where it is illegal to be in a same sex relationship and 8 in which it is punishable with the death penalty (Horwood cited by Duncan, 2017), therefore it is not surprizing that the LGBT movement is gaining pace worldwide to try and promote the liberation of society to change the way in which LGBT communities are treated and those who are still being oppressed because of their sexuality are given the freedom to life freely within their countries. In a strong and historic speech Clinton (2011) professes that Gay Rights are Human Rights and defends the need for change worldwide to stop the oppression of the LGBT communities and acceptance of each human being regardless of how they identify sexually, assimilating all humans to the same rights as one another. This speech is indeed very powerful but is still a top down approach as it comes from a person of power within society. Clinton is calling for the Assimilation model of change suggesting that people of the LGBT society should be accepted into our communities yet is a rights approach enough for the people of the LGBT movement to feel part of society and for all societies to accept the change to laws.  In contrast to the assimilation model Rimmerman (2014) describes liberation as the want for reform of all the current systems including the education, businesses, religious buildings and communities not just a change in the law that entitles them to be part of society that exists without prejudice stating that the assimilation model is rooted in ‘virtual equality’ whereas the liberationist set their goals on ‘cultural acceptance’ and ‘social transformation’. 

In the essay ‘The Price of Going Mainstream’ Klaich (2015) begins to look at the leaps that the assimilation of LBGT has made in society and then criticizes this against the original aims of the early activists’ groups. Klaich (2015) describes the shift from liberation to the rights approach seen today as a slow change that has happened over many years. Klaich (2015) questions what happened to the revolutionary aims of the early activist groups that were seeking social institutions to be abolished, the answer that comes from this essay appears to be that as the next generation has been born into a more diverse and accepting society, they are not old enough to remember a time before the social change that was made because of the activists, therefore are very happy to be accepted into mainstream society without the knowledge of the history that has taken place that allows them to live the way they do today, as it is not taught in education and unless researched the next generations are unaware (Brooks, 2018). Klaich (2015) states that while millions from the LGBT society have embraced this assimilation into the ‘dominant mainstream’, many questions these values and norms and still seek ‘more progressive societal constructs ‘. The problem with this is that as the LGBT community within the western world is happy to live with acceptance into their societies with little knowledge of the history behind the LGBT social movements and how things used to be for LGBT people, they are less aware of the fight that is still going on in other parts of the world therefore the writer would argue that the acceptance of assimilation in the western world is limiting the ability of the LGBT to affect change worldwide therefore the LGBT communities in countries that are not as diverse as the western world are still being oppressed. LGBT rights are Human rights (Clinton, 2011) therefore the oppression and unhumanitarian acts that are still happening worldwide against the LGBT communities should be a concern to everybody but what can be done to change this? 

Altman and Symons (2016 pp. 132-158) question the same thing debating whether international communities can help to ensure the compliance of Human Rights when the culture values and tradition of the countries are against acceptance, finding that even with pressure from the western world many of the less developed countries attitudes and beliefs not as diverse as our own. Parker (2014) describes how when laws are different to social norms it can spark controversy and that what is accepted to be a social norm can change but it often takes time. This begins to argue the need for both a top down and bottom up approach to LGBT. BBC, The social (2018) released a activism video which just begins to show that even thou the laws protect gay peoples rights the homophobia within society still exists and leaves gay couples feeling ashamed to hold hands and kiss in the street. Some would say that gay rights have been won so there is no need for activists and LGBT movements to still be going but this is not the case homophobia still happens even in the most diverse countries and yet in some parts of the world LGBT people have no protection at all causing them to hide who they really are, in these countries LGBT still exists but only in the shadows with the continued activism and social movements putting pressure on the communities and governments it can only be hoped that these countries will make the same advances to diversity as the  western world has.

To conclude this vast and complex topic the writer would agree with Rimmerman (2014) that both a top down and bottom up approach is needed to abolish the mistreatment and prejudice of the LGBT community worldwide, as the generations move forward and the history of the LGBT movement is being forgotten the reasons behind the fight for liberation is quietening, assimilation into society in the western world is fantastic for the LGBT community to be able to identity truly with themselves and be free to live their lives, yet liberation of society is still needed to abolish the homophobic tendencies of some people, if the history of LGBT was taught in education as it has just been agreed in Scotland (Brooks, 2018). This knowledge could change the options of the next generations nobody is born homophobic it is something taught often by parents if education can limit these homophobic tendencies societies will naturally be more diverse and welcoming of the LGBT community (Planned Parenthood, 2018). By doing this more people within society would support the need for change not only within their own society but globally. While the western world is far more advanced in this area much work needs to be done globally to improve the lives of the LGBT communities in other countries the continued work of activists raising awareness and the pressure of international laws to be forced upon those homophobic hegemonic governments in the hope that together everyone can make a difference to the lives of those living in fear of identifying as LGBT allowing them to live freely. Houdart (2018) agrees with this need for global change but expresses the difficultly that is to be faced, nobody knows what caused the radical shift is public attitudes within the western world, therefore Houdart (2018) suggests an approach from both directions.
‘need to design innovative and comprehensive strategies. This means: empowering and funding local LGBT groups; talking to faith-based leaders; pushing legal changes through the court system; encouraging a more positive representation of gay, lesbian and transgender people in the media; reminding companies of their responsibilities to LGBT employees; carrying out public campaigns to challenge stereotypes; and building coalitions with other human-rights causes’
In doing this hopefully together the world can become a more equally diverse place in which sexuality does not determine your life.
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