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Legislative Context

The Children and Families Act 2014 requires the governing bodies of maintained schools, nursery schools and the proprietors of academy schools to publish a report on their website detailing how they have implemented their policy for pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and the outcomes for these pupils.
The information must be updated annually and any changes occurring during the year must be updated as soon as possible. The information required is set out in the draft SEND Information Regulations and reflects information required for the local offer.

The statutory duties on schools under the Equality Act (2010) remain.  Schools must not discriminate and they must make reasonable adjustments, including the provision of auxiliary aids and services, for disabled children and young people.

Definition of Special Educational Needs and Disability
The Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (0-25 years) 2014 states that: 
“A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her.  
A child of compulsory school age has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she:
· Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age; or

· Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or post 16 institutions

A child under compulsory school age has SEN if he or she is likely to fall within the definition above when they reach compulsory schools age or would do so if special educational provision was not made for them.

Many children and young people who have SEN may have a disability under the Equality Act 2010 – that is “… a physical or mental impairment which has a long term and substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day to day activities”.  
This definition includes children and young people with long term medical conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer.  Children and young people with such conditions do not necessarily have SEN but where a child requires special educational provision over and above the adjustments, aids and services required by the Equality Act 2010, they will additionally be covered by the SEND definition.
Schools must also have regard to statutory guidance re supporting pupils with medical conditions (DfE 2014)
Involvement of parents and young people
(NB the term parent is used to refer to all parents/carers)
Schools should ensure that the information is easily accessible to young people and parents and is set out in clear, straight forward language, so that they understand the provision that is available, how they may support their child and how they and their child can contribute to decision making.
The information should address the following questions, frequently asked by parents.  These questions have been added to the guidance to indicate where you might include the information in your SEND policy.
· How does the school know if children/young people need help

· What should I do if I think my child has special educational needs?

· How will the school know how well my child is doing?
· How will I know how well my child is doing?
· How will the school know that what they are providing is helping my child make progress?

· How will the school staff support my child and how will the curriculum be matched to their needs?

· How will the school support me to support my child’s learning?  

· How is the decision made about the type and level of support provided to my child?
· What extra- curricular activities are available for my child?  How will they be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips?
· What support will be available for my child’s overall well-being?

· What specialist services and expertise are available in school/accessed by school?
· What training have the staff working with pupils with SENDD received?  What training is planned?

· How accessible is the school – indoors and out?
· Who should I contact if I have any questions or concerns

Special Educational Needs and Disability Policy

The following guidance outlines for schools the information that they are required to publish and suggests a template schools may wish to adopt to ensure that all elements of the requirements are included. The guidance below each heading is not an exhaustive list of information to be provided but an illustration of information which may be included.
In publishing the annual report re the implementation of the policy, schools will also need to consider how the document links to and complements the information provided in other related documents such as the behaviour and safeguarding policies and disability access plan.
Aims and Objectives
This policy explains how SCHOOL makes provision for provision for pupils with SEND, in line with the school ethos and with current legislative requirements (SEND Code of Practice 2014, Equality Act 2010).
In this section you should make clear whether this is a mainstream school, a mainstream school with additional specialist provision or a special school.  If special provision, state the type of SEND for which provision is made.

Insert the school mission statement, making reference to the inclusion of pupils with SEND.
If you require further information about the provision for SEND in the school please talk to the class teacher of your child or contact the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO)
Identification and Assessment of SEND
· How does the school know if children/young people need help

· What should I do if I think my child has special educational needs?
How does the school identify pupils with SEND?
· Include the role of the SENCO/SEN Team in school and their responsibilities

· How does the school identify when a pupil has SEND – describe the graduated approach – consider a flow chart depicting the process

· What key information/tests support the schools to assess pupils identified with SEND?
· How is the progress monitored and reviewed?

Provision
· How will the school staff support my child and how will the curriculum be matched to their needs?
· How will the school support me to support my child’s learning?  

· How is the decision made about the type and level of support provided to my child?

· What provision does the school make that is “additional to” and “different from” quality first teaching that is available to all children
· What adaptations are made to the curriculum, teaching and the learning environment?

· What additional interventions/resources are in place?

· How can individual pupils access ancillary aids and assistive technology?
· What access arrangements are in place for public exams?

· Who decides what support /resources should be provided - and how?

· How is the provision recorded? Does the school use provision maps?

Effectiveness of SEN Provision
· How will the school know that what they are providing is helping my child make progress?

· How will I know how well my child is doing?

· How do you reflect on the effectiveness of your provision?

· What systems/processes/criteria do you have in place to evaluate the effectiveness of provision/specific interventions?

· What does the school data show about the effectiveness of your provision in terms of progress of pupils with SEN?

· How are governors involved in monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of the provision?

· What do parents or pupils say about the effectiveness of your provision

Social and emotional well-being
· What support will be available for my child’s overall well-being?
· What extra- curricular activities are available for my child?  How will they be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips?

· What pastoral, medical and social support is available for children with SEND?  

· How does the school manage the administration of medicines?
What arrangements are in place to meet personal care needs?

· What support is available for addressing unwanted behaviour, avoiding exclusions and increasing attendance (you may wish here to refer to a more detailed behaviour policy)

· How does the school ensure the safety of children and young people? (reference safeguarding policy)

· How does the school support pupils with SEND to contribute to all aspects of school life, including school councils or roles of responsibility?

· What extra-curricular activities are available for pupils with SEND?

· What support is provided in unstructured times such start and end of school day, breaks and lunch times?
Training in SEND
· What training have the staff working with pupils with SEND received?  What training is planned?
· What specialist services and expertise are available in school/accessed by school?

Outline the schools approach to training and development of staff to enable them to support children with SEND.

How would a school prepare for the admission of a child who has needs not previously supported in school?
· CPD programme

· Are there staff with specialist skills/mandatory qualifications?
· How does the school link with specialists in other services/access specialist support? Include here health, therapeutic and social care services as well as any educational support services
· How does the school signpost parents to other organisations for support?

Involvement of Parents
· Who can I contact for further information and how can I get involved?

· How can a parent raise concerns about their child?

· How will a school inform parents of any concern?

· What opportunities are there for parents to discuss how well their child is doing?  
· What opportunities are there for regular contact between parents and school e.g. home-school book 

· How may parents be involved in planning for activities/trips?

· How will parents be involved in decision making – target setting, review and provision made?  In addition to normal reporting arrangements are there opportunities for parents to discuss their child’s progress with staff?
· How does the school explain how learning is planned and how parents can help to support this outside of school?

· Does the school offer any parent training?

Involvement of Pupils
· What opportunities are there for my child to discuss how well they are doing?
· How does the school enable pupils to contribute their views?

· How can a pupil raise concerns?

· How will a school inform pupils of any concern?

· What opportunities are there for pupils to discuss how well they are doing?

· How will pupils be involved in decision making – target setting, review and provision made?

Transition 
· How will the school support the transition of my child on admission to the school, moving on to the next class or key stage and in preparation for the new school or setting including adulthood?

- 
Arrangements in place to support admission of pupils with SEND
· Transition practice across year groups/key stages

· Transition to secondary school/college

· Preparation for independence in adulthood

· Curriculum arrangements which prepare young people for employment/independent living and participation in society

· Who provides any additional admission/transition support?  How will they link with parents?

Accessibility
· How accessible is the school – indoors and out?

Include here general information about the school’s accessibility.
· Is the site wheelchair accessible?

· Have there been improvements to the listening/visual environment?

· Are there disabled changing/toilet facilities?

· How will the school access any additional equipment required to enable pupils to access the school/curriculum?

· What plans are in place to promote accessibility (reference disability access plan and how school is meeting requirements of Equality Act)

If the age and nature of the building is such that access will always be limited this should also be made clear here.

Complaints procedure
· Who should I contact if I have any questions or concerns

· Who should be the first point of contact if a parent wishes to discuss concerns?

· Who can a parent talk to if they are worried?

· How does the school usually resolve concerns and how does the school communicate with parents to address concerns

· How can a formal complaint be made (where can complaints policy be found)
Local Offer
Explain how the school links to the LA local offer and how the information is made available to parents.  What contribution does the school make to the local offer?
You may wish to reference here the Nottingham City Schools Provision Maps and how the provision made within the school is in line with the good practice described in this framework.

Additional info
Glossary of terms, guide to acronyms
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