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Lecturer: Dr Louise Steel, Dr Katharina Zinn
20 credits
Assessment & Deadlines
1. Portfolio (50%)
2. 2-hour exam
(deadlines to be posted on moodle)
Course Outline
This module introduces students to some of the key civilizations of the ancient Mediterranean. The module explores the rise of urban civilizations and state systems in the East Mediterranean, focusing on Egypt, the Aegean and the Levant. The course is structured chronologically and spans the Bronze Age (third and second millennia BC) and the Early Iron Age (early first millennium BC). A key element of the module is the field class to a museum collection, allowing students to develop an understanding of some of the primary source material first hand.
Aims
· To introduce the archaeology of the major civilizations of the East Mediterranean in the Bronze and Early Iron Age within a chronological framework;
· To introduce some of the key concepts and themes in archaeological research associated with the rise of “complex societies”.
Outcomes
· To demonstrate an understanding of the material culture and major sites in the East Mediterranean in the Bronze and Early Iron Ages;
· To understand the relationship between the cultures from different regions;
· Develop an understanding of how this material has been interpreted and to place this within a wider context.

Core Texts
Knapp, A.B. 1988. The history and culture of ancient Western Asia and Egypt. Belmont (CA): Wadsworth.
Preziosi, D. & Hitchcock, L.A. 1999. Aegean Art and Architecture. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Teeter, E. and Brewer, D.1999. Egypt and the Egyptians. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Recommended Reading
Blake, E. & A.B. Knapp (eds) 2005. The archaeology of Mediterranean prehistory. Oxford: Blackwell.
Broodbank, C. 2002. (reprint 2000) An island archaeology of the early Cyclades. Cambridge: CUP.
Coldstream, J.N. 1977. Geometric Greece. London: Methuen. (also available as an ebook)
Hurwit, J.M. 1985. The Art and Culture of Early Greece, 1100-480 B.C. Ithaca (NY): Cornell University Press.
Dickinson, O.T.P.K. 1994. The Aegean Bronze Age.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Fitton, J.L.  2002. Minoans. London: British Museum.
Kemp, B. 1989. Ancient Egypt. anatomy of a civilization. London: Routledge. [also available as ebook]
Knapp, A.B. 2008. Prehistoric and Protohistoric Cyprus : identity, insularity, and connectivity. Oxford: OUP. [also available as an ebook]
Markoe, G. 2000. Phoenicians. London: British Museum Press.
Schofield, L. 2007. The Mycenaeans. London: British Museum
Steel, L. 2004. Cyprus before history: from the earliest settlers to the end of the Bronze Age. London: Duckworth.
Wilkinson, T. 2007. The Egyptian world. London: Routledge.



Lecture Programme
Tuesdays at 15.15-16.15 and Thursdays at 11.15-13.15in Tucker Theatre
Please note that ALL sessions are compulsory. 

1.	29/1/13 Introduction: Early Civilizations of the East Mediterranean (LS)
31/1/13 State formation in Egypt (KZ)
31/1/13 Pharaohs and Pyramids (KZ)
2.	5/2/13 Early Bronze Age Cyclades (LS)
7/2/13 The First Towns in the East (LS)
7/2/13 Early Bronze Age Palaces (Mari and Ebla)
3	12/2/13 No lecture: drop in session preparation for portfolio 
14/2/13 The Middle Bronze Age Levant (LS)
 	14/2/13 Minoan palaces (LS)
4.	19/2/13 Egyptian Middle Kingdom (KZ)
	21/3/13 Egyptian New Kingdom (KZ)
21/3/13 Amarna Period (KZ)
5.	READING WEEK
6. 	5/3/13 Ramesside Egypt
7/3/13 Late Bronze Age Levant (LS)
7/3/13 Late Bronze Age Cyprus
7	12/3/13 Kingship in Mycenaean Greece
14/3/13 The Trojan War (LS)
14/3/13 Sea Peoples and the Philistines (LS)
8.	19/3/13 Third Intermediate Period (KZ)
21/3/13 Early Phoenician Colonies (LS)
21/3/13 Greek Geometric Burials (LS)
9.	26/3/13 Lefkandi, Crete and Cyprus: emergence from the Dark Age (LS)
	28/3/13 No lecture: drop in session
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