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1. Identify the traditional wall
[image: Warren Conservation & restoration Website][image: Reviving Period Buildings: Lime Pointing | Point Builders UK]

· What materials can you identify?
· What is the purpose of the mortar between the stones or bricks?
· Why might lime mortar be suitable for some traditional buildings?
· What could cause the mortar to deteriorate?
Answer:












2. Discover the traditional timber floor
[image: Underfloor Heating Design & Construction][image: Floors — Insulation Advice]
[image: Archaeologists unearth early elements of The Mews]

· Can you identify the floorboards and timber joists?
· Which component supports the floorboards?
· What is the space beneath a suspended timber ground floor called?
· Why is ventilation beneath the floor important?
Answer:






3. Become a construction expert: Traditional vs modern walls
[image: What’s Actually Inside a 200-Year-Old Wall?]
[image: What Is a Cavity Wall? Types, Advantages & Uses in Construction]
· What differences can you see between the two wall constructions?
· Which image shows a cavity wall?
· What is the purpose of the cavity?
· Where might insulation be fitted in the modern wall?
Answer:





4. Spot the building defect
[image: Old stone wall with crumbling mortar and rough texture, rustic weathered background][image: Rotten, old and cracked wooden floor in old house]
[image: white air brick]
· What possible defect can you see in each photograph?
· What might be causing it?
· What would you investigate before recommending a repair?
Answer:
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The Typical Layers in a Historic Wall

brick

sandstone
orlimestone.

timber framing
with infill panels
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Built with lime mortar. Protects from
woathor while allowing moisture to escape.

@ MORTAR JOINTS

Lime mortar acts as:
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a structural cushion,
alloving small movements

2 sacrifcal material,
which weathers nstead
of the brick orstone.

a maisture pathway,
allowing ovaporation
through the joints

Lime mortaris softer and more
porous than the mazonry units it bonds.

MASONRY

Although materials vary across the country,
the structure of a traditional wall is usually quite simple.
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The centre of the wall contains
arubble or packed core

“This may consist of:
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L time mortar paciing

Fills the midlle o the viall and
helps distribute loads.

small stones

@ INTERNAL PLASTER

Lime plaster provides several bensfit:

i

it sllows moisture:
1o evaporate

it remoins
slightly flexible

it bonds well vith
traditional masonry

Finished with breathable paints such as
limewash or distemper, allowing the wall
to continus dirying internally
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hardcore

A suspended timber floor
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Air vent

Timber joist
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