Agreed Principles for Language and Literacy in Wales and the Statement of Intent for Early Reading. These are:  

1. A strong foundation in spoken language is essential for the successful development of learners’ literacy across all stages. 
2. The teaching of literacy should be systematic, structured and explicit.  
3. Making connections between listening, speaking, reading and writing is vital for supporting learners to learn, communicate and make meaning.  
4. Effective language and literacy teaching enables learners to experience enjoyment, success and motivation.  
5. Purposeful assessment is fundamental to support the informed, responsive teaching of language and literacy.  

