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Introduction

Photography has become a universal element of our culture and society, educating and influencing how we identify and behave with our environment. In today's time, we are lucky to have such technologies to work with, to experiment our photographs in digitally and film.
I intend to Illustrate the problems that we are faced when Interpreting images and how images can sometimes cause a suffering to the individuals lives.  'The only thing you'll ever have to worry about is how to explain it to the kids.' These were the words of a model who was ridiculed online after starting in a plastic surgery advert that was turned into a “cruel” meme that ruined her life. How one image can ruin a successful model career after it's been put on the internet. You can argue that it's the model's fault or it was the company that should have clarified what the image was going to be used for. And lastly how today's society work with photography and how it affects people's lives by socials media. My aims and objectives to this dissertation are to see how photography can affect people's lives in a good and bad way. I will do that by doing much research on articles, news post, photography contests and looking at media. I also want To investigate the differences between the original and a photo altered can have an effect on the public's eye.














Chapter 1                    
It's not that taking photos of a person in imminent risk is more important than helping them but sometimes, it's the only option to really witness and Capture It. ‘There exist some who conveniently ignore such situations.” I understand that photojournalists are trained to be observers which are attached to their heads. 

‘While photographing subjects do not intentionally contribute to, alter, or seek to alter or influence events.`This is the Code of Ethics from the NPPA (National Press Photographers Association). This idea is pounded into our minds. In most news and media situations life isn't always at stake.

However, There have been a lot of times when photojournalists took dreadful or disastrous pictures as opposed to putting their cameras down and trying to cease the moment of someone's death. ‘I was gutted that I`d been such a coward’ When it comes to events of great news significance like a mob attacking a helpless man from another tribe killed in front of many eyes. A Photographer has to consider the truth of the situation they are in: should they try to intervene, and possibly get arrested or get killed themselves along with the victim. Other should they just focus on doing their job, documenting the horror and presenting those photos to the world so that the perpetrators can face justice? If this is the case then photojournalist has to make choices of choosing not to do the ‘human’ thing of helping directly in order to save many lives to come. 

Another example of an event taken by Eddie Adams happened in 1968 where a South Vietnamese general office executing a prisoner of war on a public street, picture taken of the event seconds from prisoner getting shot. It was a moment of should he had stopped the General from shooting the prisoner to save him and a chance of getting himself killed for intervening it or to just watch and record the terrifying moment.

Experiencing such events in front of your eyes or through the eyes can leave scars watching people die not able to help them right in front of them. Eddie Adams ‘wishing he didn't make the image’. It leaves them with PTSD,  just Looking at their own images in the news or anywhere that is exhibited is like a constant reminder something they don't want to remember because they experienced it first hand. Being a war photographer is the same experience but you constant alert of bullets bombs flying at you, soldiers dying in front of them but not able to do help but to report it back to the world.

Photographers are people who are taught to be people first and foremost. No photograph is ever worth getting injured or worth to remaining by as someone being harmed when you could have helped them.He did his best in that situation by protecting the child from the vulture and did what he was told to do, at the end the child got up and walked away to the rescue shelter safety.Yes, of course, he could have put his hand out for the child and take the child to the rescue shelter. But if there are with emergency personnel who are trained to help the victims then Carter would just like get in their way. Making the rescuers more difficult by carter touching the victim with the diseases and then they would have to examine carter because he could catch the disease himself.

There is this iconic image of a starving Sudanese girl, who had collapsed on her way to a feeding center. While the girl is on the ground, a vulture is waiting nearby. The image is still so you don't know what the next frame of image is. When you look at the composition of this image there are only two possibilities, a helpless little girl who is in need of help gets eaten by the vulture or it never happens and both of them go there on way. But that's not the worst case of the possibilities, this image turns into heavy emotions and haunting questions.
When the picture was first published in 1993, media swung to carter for answers, the South African Photojournalist. Such Inquiries were asked to him “Why did you stand around taking pictures instead of helping the child? Before long these inquiries were turning into allegations and questioning carters ethics. 
However photographs do not explain the contexts, people are left to image various scenarios of the suffering in the image. People believed in what the media titles said about him, But people didn't know His side of the story, so they judge him for not knowing the truth. The agencies didn't want to put about what happened to the girl. All they request the photographer is the take pictures and give the photos so they can utilize it for their advertisement. So there is no context on what occured in the image however only information about their fundraising for Africa wellbeing and poverty.

He didn't help the little girl as a photographer because he was told not to touch famine victims as it could spread diseases. After three months after the fact of media demanding him he for answers, he couldn't handle it the fact that “he didn't even try to help the girl” so he took his very own life.
One of the Newspapers were saying  “The man adjusting his lens to take just the right frame of her suffering, might just as well be a predator, another vulture on the scene.” In my opinion, I extremely don't like this saying from the newspaper, He was there to photograph the place as a photojournalist and was specifically told not to touch any victims as he could catch it himself but all he could do was to watch her and guard her against the vulture. People lashed out on him because they heard part of the story that was told by the news or newspapers. Without public knowing the full story they made him the awful individual of the story. Behind the picture, any conclusion made can only be arrived at by being an unfair witness oneself. It may be the news fault, the way they got their story out to the world, Overlooking just the half  story without realizing the full story yet at the same time pagening 

Another Iconic Imagery is an image of Omayra Sanchez taken by Frank Fournier in 1985. It shows Omayra Sanchez trapped under her own home after a volcano erupted, The whole town armor was swallowed killing 25,000 people. There was no way to help her and the workers just stood there for three days unable to do anything to set her free. Eventually, she lost consciousness and died of heart attack.
Unlike the other story of the sudanese girl,This story got out to the world without the photographer getting any hate speech at him.
To back him up there was witnesses with him as they weren't able to help her but if this was a different story of the photographer and the girl without the witnesses, maybe he would have gotten hate comments from the public for taking that picture or video and for “not helping her” because there wouldn't have been anyone to back him up and The public might not believe him. It's a heartbreaking story of the girl calling for help but unable to be helped but those around her and she leaves this sad video of her saying goodbye to her mother before her death. This story shocked the world and also sparked a worldwide debate on photojournalism. “ why, many wondered, had the technology to take her photograph superseded the technology to save her life? ”
You have the ability to help the person and also the ability to take the photo but which is more important? It is in our human instinct to help somebody who is in distress or defenceless. It is certainly important to take an image or video to show the world what's occurring in other countries, It's still possible to help the people if necessary.

We also have to remember that photojournalists are real people. Also think that, Why didn't the other bystanders get involved to stop the mob violence or in any other situations?  Because we get scared, were terrified and because no one wants to die themselves or to be in that situation. Yes, they are armed with a camera but that doesn't mean photojournalists get scared too, with it they can record the tragedy which will never be overlooked or denied.






















Chapter 2

During the June 1994 when OJ Simpson's murder trial was taking an event, at that moment Time magazine and Newsweek Featured Oj Simpson's mugshot on their front covers. At the point when two magazines were put side by side you could see that something was wrong, the public saw what the Times`s cover had greatly darkened his skin and it made him look more Threatening than the original mugshot. 

I do believe that Mat Mahurin wasn't applying any racial implication to the image. He was an early digital manipulator with a computer before anybody else. His Idea was to make it look more dramatic, by darkening the whole scene giving it a film noir filter. The image was a way to show “much like a stage director would lower the lights on a somber scene,” mat Mahurin who was the editor of the image said that he wanted the image to look more dramatic because it was his style of working with images used for a long time.
There is no such photographer who does not go for altering after they click their photo, Photographers love to edit their photos to reproduce in a new style that they wish to. They do it so to impress their client or public and that is what Mat Mahurin wished to do by utilizing his very own style of edit.

There is always a battle between companies that would get the best stories out to the public first with a best front page. but times magazine didn't know that Newsweek was using the same mugshot, about the same size and releasing it the same day without altering it. 

Because OJ Simpson was in the trail for the murder of his ex-wife and her friend, also the Times magazine releasing their front page making him look sinister of the altered image this caused a massive public commotion and more racial tension. Alteration of the cover image the public criticized and was discussed on television as well as on American online, a national bulletin board with 800,000 subscribers leaving accusation of racism to times magazine. 

In my opinion, the alternation should have never taken place because he is a black male and it's been altered you can't really see his facial features properly, in a way it looks like a different individual. It only made the situation of OJ Simpson trial more worse than it was, to make people think of him as much terrifying person because of the image. It changed people's perspectives on him on how he is and can be.

Heidi yeh, a famous Taiwanese model who starred in an advert for plastic surgery that ruined her life and her modeling career. This was never her fault, her modeling agency signed a contract with J Walter Thompson who works for US advertising company, stated that the image would only be used by one clinic in Taiwan and Also The agreement was that it would only be reproduced in newspaper and magazines. JWT broke the contract by giving permission to another clinic called “simple beauty” to use her image. Which then the clinic altered the images to make it resemble her children looks their appearance has distorts while the dad and the mother confront look “flawless” to make it seem though they completed their plastic medical procedure. In my opinion, the company who is giving out the image to another clinic should have asked for Heidi yeh permissions as it is rightful thing to do as the company only stated that they only were going to use it for one clinic. She knew what the first clinic use of purpose of her image was for but never knew about the second clinic what their purpose of the image was for. If there was communicating between the advertisement company telling her that this clinic wishes to use your images for that etc. She would have had her say to their purpose of the image and said yes or no to their answer.

As a result of this incident, people don't trust her that she has never gotten plastic surgery, she gets laughed at when ever she is in public, her boyfriend left her because she was an embarrassment to him. She lost her job and trust in everyone she had.Heidi lost her modeling interest because she is too scared of the public eye and lost her self confidence.`The biggest loss for me is I don't want to be a model anymore` after what happened she only gets small advertising roles  `clients would ask me if she was the women in the picture` companies would even ask her that to know if it's her and to think about the disgusting thoughts of what if they took her to do work for their company “she would be a joke to this company because of that image or she would ruin our company reputation if we use her face” it's disgusting thoughts to think of a person like that.
Her whole life was destroyed by an image that she never gave a consent to us for another clinic The image was posted online, She was made fun worldwide and once it's on the internet it never fades away. People will make it into different kind of memes and there are people on the internet who makes revolting comments with the images. People will make fake stories of her to make her appear worse than the image itself. The thought of people believing the lies that are told and not believing in the truth she speaks of.




























Chapter 3

Paccarik orue is a film photographer based in San Francisco, on his documentary, he talks about photography connects him with his community and people around other countries and cities. He's in the city of Richmond to do make work for participating in artist and residency program. Because he's coming from somewhere else, he is an outsider, people are willing to share their culture and invite you to share each other stories.  

`When I make a photograph of a person or take a portrait,  it is very important me to ask for permission I don't like the feeling that I may be stealing their moment in a person life without them being aware of. I do it sometimes but I like asking for permission, get to know the  person and getting close.`

I believe that This way it helps to create social changes to the community, getting to know each other, someone knew and learning about different cultures. You keep a memory of them by taking an image of their permission. It keeps the community more alive by knowing people around, able to have a trust and just to have a friendly smile to talk to. This is Paccarik way of Photography, a way of connecting with people. 

There is this story on ted talk about a Paul who is a photographer who went to Antarctica to shoot a story on leopard seals, they are considered on the deadliest predators in the ocean but when Paul went for a dive and the leopard seals came across each other they had a mutual relationship for a few days because they were more curious about each other than threatened.
`Paul set out to photograph a relatively mysterious and unknown creature, and came back with not just a collection of photographs, but an amazing experience and a great story.`
It is These kinds of stories and ideas they accomplish are beautiful to visually see and hear. It truly demonstrates the power of photography, I believe that it is just a powerful way to really connect to people and a positive method to understand the challenges and opportunities that are facing our world today.

Posting pictures on social media influences people by helping them shape their identity. 

Posting pictures on social media is able to show your loved ones that you're never again only one, yet you have somebody in your life as part of a couple.
Many of us post photographs from our tips, meals and time with our loved ones. It's a way many people feel like their lives can never compare, but at the same time people feel closer to one and another and they are included in each other's lives.
But Sometimes it's not always that, social media can ruin our perception of reality and what you may see, is not what it is in reality and that's a reason you should never trust people photos too genuinely.

Today's time, people constantly check their social media to check if they gained likes on their image or followers. It's become a daily routine in a way because people are addicted to their phones. When we share something on social media, we naturally think and want people to see it, so we choose the most amazing, exciting image because those will get the best attention. Your desire for attention becomes addictive as you do it more and it can cause a lot of pressure to be doing that's social media worthy instead of enjoying the reality of the moment.
Some people post pictures that aren't the reality of life. Some women on social media manipulate their image to look like they have bigger, smaller or slimmer parts of their body and some men enhance their picture for their muscles to look bigger or just slime their body down. This can be the reason of not being self-confident of who you are,  health issue or because of people body shaming on reality and social media, so they don't feel as confident as they were. Body shaming has always been a big issue, like Donald Trump the president has always made insulting comments about women and their looks. The type of names he calls women because of their appearance “fat, pig, dog, slob, disgusting animal”. 

“More than half of women admit to editing their social media photos before posting despite over two-thirds thinking it's wrong for magazines to do it”

For many years we are told to look like this or that because of the media has pushed the unrealistic images of how men and women body should look by beauty advertisements, beauty products, tv shows, and movies. This is the reason that men and women are not self-confident about themselves but even though we mentally know that we should not manipulate our image to look good for social media, we still do it because we compare ourselves to others looks and we try to look better than others too feel good about themselves or for attention.

“Overweight characters are often the butt of the jokes on Tv sitcoms, This makes body shaming the norm.”

In my opinion that is true, some of us only see it as a joke but in reality, it can be very offensive to the viewers who are self-insecure about their body. Body shaming in the Modeling industry is very high because of how women's body is photoshopped into the “perfect body” removing their scars, spots and adjusting their body parts to look more in shape. Millions of people around the world use Social media which is an easy platform to body shame others, however, there is a growing awareness around body shaming with many people coming to defend of individuals who are attacked online. Those who are body shamed also rarely backing down and speak out about them being bullied. When we watch or look at other peoples photos and only see the best version of their lives. we see it as their lives are better than ours, which additionally strengthens of discontent with reality.
In my opinion Body shaming is a wrong thing to do but it's also the reality of the sad true fact of letting people know. Telling them about their body is a damage to their self-confidence and may cause a serious health consequence. I feel on social media sometimes people body shame others to let them know but it can come out in a wrong or very rude way and that might not be there intent. Even though it's wrong it`s being obesity or anorexia is that it is a health problem that can lead to cancer, heart disease, bone disease, and many more conditions.

Back before photoshop was born, changing people, landscape, or removing things from the photographs would take hours of expert, a process called painstaking described by Pratik Naik. To perfect the skin, or to remove something this you would need long hours of patience and steady hands in the darkroom. But today No need for a darkroom with retouching special types of equipment, It would easily be done by a click of a mouse and the technology would basically do it for you. Thanks to the software advancement, people can retouch a photograph of themselves anywhere on their phone in a matter of seconds.There is just the same old thing new extremely just the way that modifying should be possible without investing much energy and cash.. It doesn't change the fact that retouching is the same, altering with the original image, particularly with regards to our bodies. New phones such as iPhone XS where it has already a built-in “beauty” mode setting on their camera where it touches your face for you. There is no option to turn the beauty mode off, so it basically forces you to have smooth skin with no spots and shapes it a bit.
In my opinion, it's not a great choice of them having that setting built in. In social media, it already ruins people self- confidence and mental health in the young generation as studies show. Having This “beautified” image set to default means that the real you isn't just good enough and it's not the best message to be telling people.
  
The Kardashians are a big influence on when it comes to social media, they are an influence on manipulating their body parts on photos as well as influences on plastic surgery or any sort of body modification. Before it, all Kim Kardashian used to photoshop her body parts for the publicity and in a way that's part of how she got famous because she got a lot of attention pictures like them. She got her surgeries done to look what she wanted her body to look like. It didn't look right for a human to have such huge butt or lips so she got hate for what she looked like but some people liked what she looked like and was jealous of what she looked like. They are still the biggest influences on correcting body features on what they think their body should look like. By doing this they influence their fans and other celebrities to do that same, to get surgeries done because their breasts aren't big enough or my facial features aren't correct. In my opinion, it is a waste of money and a danger to your health but rich people do what they want to do.
Many celebrities photoshop their body parts to maybe smoothen their facial features or shaped their body a little. Kris Jenner has been accused of smoothing her and Gordon Ramsay by smoothing their skin, removing their facial wrinkles and color of their skin, Whilst Gordon Ramsay posted an original picture with both of them unedited. In my opinion, which looks much better than the photoshopped version, the edited picture doesn't look right and not nice to see visually.

Kylie Jenner admitted that her natural lips had been “an insecurity that she wanted with temporary lip filler. She later went on to launch her brand Kylie Cosmetics, which included a line of lip products designed to help customers make their lips look bigger through over-lining and filling.”
I feel that it's a good way of her to get away from body manipulation and feeling better about her body in a way that she doesn't have to go through surgeries. `I got rid of all my filler` she said this on her one of her post that she got rid of her filler on her lips. It means she's more comfortable her lips appearance. Her fans were extremely happy with her looks 
“ your natural beauty shines through. So happy you went away with the filler. It was something you never needed. It's also a way of telling her fans that you should be happy with your body and that she is happier with how she looks. But the argument of do we believe that she really stopped lip filler, is it her idea of making people believe that she doesn't do it anymore so people would buy her lip products more. A business trick so she would earn more money, she only told the public that she doesn't have any lip filler, do we really trust her words because she's been doing body surgeries for a long time ?.





















Conclusion 

Through this dissertation, Three main discussions were talked about. These discussion regarded how Photograph can impact a photographer, how Photo manipulation can have an impact on the public and how social media and celebrities have impacted the younger generations and how it's shaping their idea of beauty and how women should look at or how they should look physically.
You can see how people can have a different view to when there is context to an image and when there isn't. How the public asks a question and makes assumptions on the image and the photographer But when you have the context of the image such like the image of Omayra Sanchez people understand your reasoning of why you photographed the girl and they know at least the photographer tried to help the girl. One thing to know is that there were witnesses when her image was taken but no witness other witness but the photographer when the girl with the vulture event happened. I feel that the public was too abusive on the photographer making him feel like he did something wrong, he was threatened because he didn't help the girl. This leads him to take his own life which is very sad to hear because what the public was saying about him he couldn't take it anymore. He's a human being too, he knows what's right to do when someone needs your help if that girl needed help he would have but “she got up and walked away without harm” if anything did happen, he would have acted on helping the girl. 

I Feel that manipulating our photos is not initially used as a tool to ruin our idea of beauty, people see photographic manipulation as a fall back from basically the honest nature of photography. but in a way, I do believe that it's a way of ruining our idea of self-confidence by taking advantage of our idea of perfect self.
Celebrities like the Kardashians family is known to influence the public by their overly sexualized body because of their body is surgically modified to look a“Perfect Beauty”.
People do think “She has such nice figure, I need to be like her”, people feel they need to be different or better of themselves by manipulating their own body by surgically or by editing themselves in photos. It makes them want to have what they have or to experience them self by physically but in reality, some people can't so they have problems with self-confidence with how they look and compare to what other looks. They hide behind the fake Image of themselves posting pictures on the social media and trying to be someone who they aren't in reality. 


However as we have seen, as a general society we are step by step embracing the way that we don’t need to be perfect to be beautiful, and the media is beginning to mirror this as well.I believe that the enabling capacity that  photograph control gives regular individuals to convey their political thoughts  ethical beliefs and imaginative opportunities adjust this control of self-esteem by the media this is not to put down this effect on society however  the effects of it are diminishing and I trust the empowerment of photo manipulation in the long run entirely outweigh the press utilization use of it as they understand the potential for more naturalistic beauty.
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