 Critically evaluate the impact of the national vulnerability action plan on police practices in safeguarding vulnerable people. To what extent has NVAP improved multi agency collaboration, early intervention and outcomes for at risk vulnerable people.  
Introduction 
In this assignment it will cover the key aspects of what the national vulnerability action plan has to protect the vulnerable and what they could do to prevent and increase the protection they serve.it will look at how often they work with other agencies so they can achieve their goals. The NVAP is a plan which looks at evidence based guidance to set strategies and objectives on how to manage and prevent. It shows us this from the college of policing (2024) which states “It provides evidence-based guidance to create a more coordinated and consistent level of care and support”. To understand what a vulnerable person is counted as police officers must be able to identify this when in the field of the work. The source from the NHS (2023) states “Because of their differences to disease, age, mental illness, disability, or other kinds of physical or mental limitations may not be able to defend themselves against abuse, harm, or exploitation. Individuals who are at risk could be socially isolated, live alone, or rely on other older people”. The way police are able to identify who is at serious risk or a threat to become a risk is by special training which is encouraged by the police we can see this by the college of policing (2021) which tells us “Senior officers are encouraged to create and promote opportunities for officers and employees to improve their vulnerability-related subject matter knowledge. Many approaches, including as policy, training, continuing professional development (CPD), and briefing, may achieve this”.
Main body 
Before the National vulnerability action plan was introduced life for people with vulnerabilities was much harder as they were constantly facing lack lustred care and protection. The source Caring for care (2023) provides statistics stating, “28 million adults in the United Kingdom are currently living with vulnerabilities”. This shows how much there is need for a consistent plan on how to not only manage but to prevent. The quicker you can spot early signs of vulnerability the easier it is to prevent it from escalating into something far serious this isn't just on the police to do this. The NVAP plan states on a multi-agency approach so catching early in places like health care, schools, social and much more it is shown by the source NVAP  which states “The plan emphasises multi-agency working (police, health, social care, local authority, education) because vulnerability often crosses organisational boundaries” with more organisations looking at the risks of people being vulnerable and at risk it can prevent individuals being targets of fraud, violence and sexual exploitation. It's supported to prevent early by the NPCC (2019) which shows “Early Intervention & Prevention has shown professional interest and recognise vulnerability early on”. The inductions of vulnerable people assume younger individuals, but it can also be shown in a lot of adults this is backed up by the source safeguard-me (2024) which shows the following “The Idea of Being Independent: Individuals typically think that adults are capable of making their own choices and standing up for themselves. This presumption may conceal hidden weaknesses that we might not be aware of”. A case of a mother and a vulnerable daughter who were tormented by her neighbours and young offenders in 2011 she complained multiple times about the distress she was receiving. Fiona Pilkington said to police and council about the attacks she was receiving we can see this from Samuel, M (2011) which states “Police failed to recognise the family as vulnerable, resulting in the woman killing herself and her disabled daughter after years of discrimination connected to her disability. Instead of treating additional incidents as "ongoing" harassment and abuse, police officers disregarded the gang's behaviour towards the family as a hate crime”. The lack of support and the distress led to her ending her and her daughter's life so a much-needed prevention plan was needed. Instead of acting separately, police, NHS crisis teams, and local authority safeguarding might utilise NVAP concepts to create a cooperative risk-reduction plan for a person with mental health or other vulnerable targets concerns involved in repeated low-level incidents. There are teams of multiple agencies coming together to help victims by allowing professional members on the front lines like police officers and nurses to use their professional opinion in recognising potential vulnerabilities at the first point of contact to potential victims, the National Vulnerability Action Plan conducts proactive measures. Instead of instantly reporting to another agency, it encourages prevention by agencies and partnerships so staff can direct individuals to appropriate support services or take other steps to lower risk of harm. This is supported by a report from Halford, E (2018) which states “Tasking and coordinating responses to vulnerabilities are supported by analytical skills and the ability to do so consistently and successfully. The force is currently in a solid position, with all but one of the priority areas being satisfied by its present work. The position will continue to build upon with further work planned under the current plans for mental wellness, child protection, human trafficking/modern slavery, and domestic abuse”. This shows the police are responding to the National vulnerability action plan and making sure they communicate within agencies to get the goal of keep vulnerable individuals safe. By doing this victims can see stronger work plan and force for them to relay on when they in most need as when vulnerable have no sense of security. We can having a plan for vulnerability is good from the blog from Jha, S (2024) which says the following “A vulnerability plan is crucial because it allows for possible to actively recognise, track, and eliminate possible weaknesses, increasing resilience while decreasing harm. We can see the use of the NVAP model being utilised by other police forces as a report by the from Dyfed-Powys (2021) police force which states the following “The NPCC National Vulnerability Action Plan provides clear direction and focus. Our progress against this plan is reviewed regularly within the Strategic Vulnerability Group”. The talks of the benefits and what the plan is doing of the National vulnerability action plan from the source Gov.uk (2023) “In order to provide the vulnerable with assistance when you need it, we pledge to listen to vulnerable individuals and the services that assist them. analysing new legislation passed by the government to assess how they affect vulnerable individuals”. Another benefit of having an action plan to protect vulnerable individuals is that in can create a sense of trust with communities which can lead them help the police instead of resenting them.  the source from which is called Vulnerable and policing futures (2025) “a vulnerability focus helps the police and public organisations to come jointly to tackle risky situations. It recognised the police's importance as emergency services providers with the authority they require to support those in need while also carrying out their conventional crime-fighting responsibilities. Vulnerability awareness was seen to improve results, enabling police and partner services to give priority to helping those in need and to carefully share data”. By the police doing this it can gain the public trust which is vital for the force as no trust it makes the job so much harder. We can see that trust is vital in the police by the West Yorkshire police (2018) which states “The word "community engagement" covers a wide range of activities that can be carried out through multiple strategies and result in different outcomes. Planning and area profiling are crucial for successful community engagement with measurable outcomes and greater awareness of all our areas”. Community engagement is vital to for police as it helps communities trust them and help them to report issues. Vulnerable people are easy targets to be repeat victims of criminal activity as they can not defend themselves as much as non vulnerable individuals. We can see this from Johnson, M (2025) “Naturally, people who already have vulnerabilities can suffer more severe, lasting effects from antisocial activity. This has a terrible impact on their daily life and increases their likelihood of being targeted, those who prey on the weak occasionally seem to enjoy repeatedly targeting a certain individual who might react negatively to the perpetrator”. This shows they can be targets multiple times and offenders like to target same person. This shows the police they need to be more aware that pervious victims do not become repeat offenders. We can see the measures the police do to help victims of vulnerability become repeat offenders from college of policing (2022) which shows “Officers are required to consider not only the individual occurrence but also the broader context of the relationship and any history of abuse. Even in cases when there doesn't seem to be a criminal infraction, officers should still adhere to the initial risk identification and safety planning procedures. The event could be a part of a pattern of coercive or controlling behaviour. Every police investigation into domestic abuse should include risk assessment and identification”. This tells us that the police do have plans to help victims after they experience attacks. There are some negatives of the National vulnerability action plan which is that vulnerability is not defined across law enforcement and public health authorties which we can see from Enang, I (2019) which states “According to research, "vulnerability" is not precisely or consistently defined in the fields of public health and law enforcement.”
Overall the National vulnerability action plan is great as there is a plan in place to help victims of vulnerability as it can help gain trust is a society already so distrustful of the police force and so resilient against them. We can see a source which backs up the importance of the National vulnerability action plan which shows us “The National Vulnerability Action Plan (NVAP) is a framework that helps forces by identifying cross-cutting themes of vulnerability and using a wide range of information to offer a clear, succinct plan that forces can use to develop and implement their strategies”. Showing us that it is vital as it helps victims of vulnerability with methods to protect them. The plan is much needed as these are victims who could be affected not just the once but multiple times and can not only offer support but also offer protection to the individual. It also helps communities become stronger as they can also help identify at risk individuals in their chosen community and they can help the agencies and police. The added benefits to this plan is the multi agency approach as the more agencies working on the issue the more benefits it brings as it brings a wider amount of opinions.
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