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Purpose of briefing paper
Understanding the importance of respecting the voice of the child opens the world to the child and enables them to live their life how they would want to (Gouldsboro ,2018).  Having rights for children allows them to make informed choices through out their lives by knowing how they should be treated (UNCRC,1989).
Having the rights of the child recognised by the government and applying them through education allows children to be respected as individuals. By adequately supporting children, they can embrace their unique self and become strong independent individuals. (Langston,2014).
All Wales Child Protection Procedures (Children in Wales, 2008) is the framework taken from the Children Act (Children Act 1989) and the values of the UNCRC to help safeguard children in Wales. This helps children to fulfil a childhood in safety and peace and enables them to live at a good standard (Article 27, UNCRC, 1989). Throughout the case study, safeguarding the child was paramount, especially through the key worker and teacher’s conversation.
Practitioners working with children have a duty to teach children their rights and recognise the importance of encouraging children to voice their opinions and listen to their feelings. Estyn (Estyn,2016) provide advice on the standards in education that is expected within Wales and help raise standards to ensure children are getting the most out of their education (Article 28, UNCRC,1989).
Children can often find themselves in situations which are out of their control and which in turn mean adults would have to make decisions that affect them. Some decisions are in the best interest of the child, but adults involved should keep the child’s interests at the forefront of any decision made (Article 3, UNCRC,1989). 
Within the case study, the child had shown signs of needing extra support due to changes that were happening in her home life. The key worker and teacher within the case study showed that the wellbeing and the performance of the child are interlinked. It is important to remain aware of what can be done to provide the support for the whole child, across all areas of development, and not just academically (Cheminais,2006). 
When looking at all areas of learning through the Foundation Phase (2012), learning through doing and play is having a positive effect. Introducing the child from the case studies to opportunities such as circle time will show the child how to have empathy when listening to other children’s experiences.
The government recognises the importance of the wellbeing of the child by having a holistic approach in education, allowing the child to reach their full potential which understands children as individuals. Keeping children informed and allowing their feelings to be heard and understood can help a child process the change and build their resilience. (Robinson, 2014).  
Understanding the importance to link the child’s views by being supported through a key worker system allows someone to be there to listen to her within a busy classroom. By working towards introducing the child to bigger groups in her own time and having someone the child can form an attachment with, the child’s confidence and self-esteem will increase due to the key worker identifying where the child struggles (Early Years Matter, 2017).
Embracing the fact that every child is an individual who has their own opinions and interests, will help practitioners who work with children to understand and help to reach each child’s potential (Cheminais,2006).  Having observations that track a child’s interests and abilities will develop a plan that is not prejudged by a child’s background or values (Article 2, UNCRC,1989). 
The practitioners working within the case study, showed that they noticed that the child needed help which was put in motion right from starting nursery. Early intervention will help children to avoid having lasting effects on their development into adult hood and to be happily engaging whilst achieving (Macintyre ,2002).
Developments within Wales that champion children’s rights and views 
As a country, Wales values the child’s rights and was the first country within the United Kingdom to include the children’s rights in their laws (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2017).
Play Policy Wales (Play in Wales, 2006) recognises the importance of play within a child’s life and developing the resources that it takes to ensure children explore play. Within the policy, it shows the understanding of the benefits of play in a child’s development.
 Having policies that recognise play, enables children to have the time to be free and play. This helps to support early years practitioners and incorporate free play within the curriculum, integrating the right of the child (Article 31, UNCRC,1989). 
Within the case study, the key worker and teacher worked together to provide activities that would be beneficial to the child learning life lessons that were needed to understand how to build positive relationships with peers, after showing disruptive behaviour (Mukherji,2001).
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