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[bookmark: _Toc70629880]Abstract

This research was completed at a Welsh University, this therefore focuses on mainly the Child Arrangement Orders within England and Wales. This research enables a contribution to the Family Law and its performance when Domestic Violence is evident. This is important because by comparing the effects Domestic Violence has on Child Arrangement Orders, it considers the different impacts and outcomes expected when the severity of abuse alters. Finally, this study was conducted by me, a Law and Criminology student. This study includes my own personal and professional observations and these experiences have motivated this study.
Participants from different backgrounds were interviewed online to complete the research due to COVID-19. A selection of seven various participants took part in interviews. The participants were sourced from various places such as support groups, victims support, and solicitors. The motivation towards my research was to raise awareness that even though domestic violence is acknowledged it is not always accepted. This argument has been supported by: 
· The noticeable waiting times for court arrangements to be made.
· The articles of literature that I have come across trying to highlight the issues with Domestic Violence and Child Arrangement Orders.
· In my research I discovered that support from services like CAFCASS are restricted and limited.
My research findings indicate that there are many outcomes that can come from Domestic Violence and Child Arrangement Orders and highlights the impact of support when used correctly. 
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[bookmark: _Toc70629882]INTRODUCTION


1. [bookmark: _Toc70629883]Introduction 

[bookmark: _Toc70629884]Definition of Terms 

Domestic Violence: Violent or Aggressive behaviour which takes place within the home environment, typically against partners.

Emotional Violence: A type of domestic abuse that causes the victim to lose confidence.

CAFFCASS: The Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service is funded publicly and was established to support the welfare of children and families that are involved in family court processes.

Child Custody: This defines the legal relationship between child and parent.

 
[bookmark: _Toc70629885]Background to the Research

[bookmark: _Toc70629886]Domestic Violence within the United Kingdom falls in between two areas of mainstream and public policy issues. This research looks at how Domestic Violence is structured within public policy in more depth, in particular, the areas of child safeguarding and general health. These issues are examined thoroughly, evidencing social problems and how these are managed by the Government. This highlights a level of understanding that is not routinely applied to Domestic Violence (Peckover, 2014). There is previous literature that illustrates the understanding that Health Care Professionals have in relation to Domestic Violence and how it affects women and children, this is achieved through observation. The importance of acknowledging Domestic Violence has increased more recently, however, there is still uncertainty whether the safety and support available for victims of Domestic Violence is sufficient, and the need to improve access to this remains an ongoing issue. This presents the question on the impact of Domestic Violence and Child Arrangement Orders and the effects these have on its victims (Reif & Jaffe, 2019).
Methodology

The research process is suggested by Saunders et al as being like layers of an onion. This process is sometimes referred to as a “research onion”. When deciding which method works best with your individual research you must begin in the middle of the “research onion” and work your way out (Saunders, et al., 2007). 
The researcher will gather data, and this will take a cross-sectional approach as the information gathered will be at a single moment in time and not over the variation of a substantial period (Kothari, 2012). As a result, the information that is collected by the researcher is qualitive utilising a ‘mono’ method to generate the outcome on how individuals feel about Domestic Violence and how it impacts on a Child Arrangement Order.
To be able to support the research, the researcher will attempt to gather this information via individuals who have dealt with Domestic Violence cases within their professional roles. It would be important for the researcher to consider a safe space for this information to be disclosed. This research is attempting to determine how individuals think Domestic Abuse within Child Arrangement Orders is currently dealt with, and whether they consider that Courts in the main apply a one size fits all approach. To be able to get a better understanding of a variety of professional opinions, the researcher will ask several occupations to participate. In addition to this the researcher also intends to interview individual domestic abuse organisation volunteers and Magistrates within the family law division.
When processing the results of individuals interviews, the researcher will use a mix of case studies and action research to approach and identify similarities in the data, looking at the outcomes for different individuals depending on their experiences (Hair, et al., 2011). In conclusion to this the research will have a mono method approach, as it will use a process to provide analysis (Saunders, et al., 2007). 
[bookmark: _Toc70629887]Aim

The overall aim of this research is to be able to understand Domestic Abuse regardless of stereotyping and to show an understanding of how this affects Child Arrangement Orders. 
[bookmark: _Toc70629888]Objectives

The first objective will be a review of the pertinent concepts and regulations and laws that cover this area as well as a review of literature relating to morality.
The second objective is to understand the seriousness of Domestic Violence and the impact this has on the victims and their children.
The final objective is how the Criminal Justice System can support victims of Domestic Violence, including supporting their safety and ensure a reflection of this is included within a Child’s Arrangement Order.
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CHAPTER 2


[bookmark: _Toc70629890]LITERATURE REVIEW


2. [bookmark: _Toc70629891]Literature Review

This chapter will include a discussion around the key literature and resources discovered when researching Domestic Violence and its impact upon Child Arrangement Orders. Literature which has a similarity  to this study is reviewed within this chapter and is utilised to evidence and support the statement that Domestic Violence does have an impact upon Child Arrangement Orders. 
[bookmark: _Toc70629892][bookmark: _Hlk69808513]2.1 Perceptions of Domestic Violence and Child Custody 

The most overlooked act of violence in our community is Domestic Violence, Domestic Violence is also one of the most visible forms of abuse (Khaw, et al., 2018). Domestic Violence within the home is believed to be one of the most constant issues under a person’s Human Rights. Looking at the study in 2005 of the Hague and Malos, it is apparent that the main perpetrator of Domestic Violence is known to be men (Hague, et al., 2005). In contrast to this, the 2010 study of Johnson demonstrates that women are more commonly the victims. In Hague and Malos of 2005 it reports that Domestic Violence is experienced between one in three to one in five women and within the study the conclusion reached is the abuser is usually found to be the romantic partner of the mother who is either the biological or the stepfather of the child (Johnson, 2010). 
Domestic Violence is an abuse of power inflicted upon the victim by the perpetrator. It occurs when one partner attempts to dominate and control the other both physically and psychologically. There are many different types of Domestic Violence with wide reaching effects upon the victims, this can further impact upon the separation of the relationship and ultimately the reaching of an agreement in relation to Child Arrangements Orders (Rani & Xavier, 2020).
Domestic Violence and child abuse are the two main forms of family violence with similar elements and risk factors, these are the key types of violence that tend to interlink with one another. The acceptance of violent behaviour in relationships is a known risk factor in Domestic Violence (Humphreys, 2015) The theory within this study was that these attitudes of tolerance towards Domestic Violence may have contributed to a manifestation of violence within close family relationships being an acceptable type of behaviour. 
In the study by Hague and Marlos (2005), a sample was taken which involved a hundred and sixty-four male domestically violent perpetrators who participated by choice in a ‘batterer intervention program’. (Gracia, et al., 2020). This demonstrates that domestic violence offenders can impact upon the dynamics of the family with a willingness to change their behaviour and how this can have a positive effect upon Child Arrangement Orders.
The topic of Domestic Violence and Child Arrangement Orders has not been considered for over 20 years. The last case was Re L [2000] EWCA Ciy 194. This case was heard during a time when opinions of Domestic Violence were very different and there was focus upon incidents where physical violence was present, as opposed to any consideration around any other factors (Doughty, et al., 2020). 
Since this time there has been a progressive acknowledgment and understanding of such factors and this is evidenced by the introduction of the Domestic Abuse Bill 2020.
Victims have found it difficult to react due to fear, there is sometimes a significant passing of time before victims feel safe enough to report incidents, especially when incidents of behaviours cause emotional harm to both parent and child (Naughton, et al., 2015). The inclusion of incidents over a period of time can demonstrate a repetitive pattern of violent behaviour. 
The Court of Appeal considers how Family Courts deal with Domestic Violence in private proceedings, if a Criminal Judge is assisting they can suggest the support that the Criminal Justice System can offer in relation to the evidence, this includes its credibility, consistency, and the level of weight to be attached to evidence where there has been a delay in reporting incidents (Eekelaar, 2017).
The Family Courts are being evaluated by the Court of Appeal in relation to how successfully it deals with allegations of Domestic Violence as a whole, in cases where this is demonstrated well, guidance is being issued to Judges in this sector. The appropriate guidance has also been issued between parties of the Family Division, Family and Criminal Law backgrounds (Fear, 2021). Initially guidance was being issued separately but similar situations arose which required the same significance and therefore the guidance was merged into one approach when dealing with Domestic Violence and its effects on the welfare of the child and Child Arrangement Orders. 

As a result of this the Court of Appeal encouraged various organisations to participate and to offer their views. In addition to the essential parties, information and views were also received from supporting parties such as Cafcass, the Association of Lawyers for Children, Families NEED Fathers and Women’s Aid, to support the anticipated scope of the guidance (Law, 2018).
The research from the courts following the individual examination of Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass) which provides reports prepared for private family court proceedings in domestic violence cases in England and Wales (Williams & Gooch, 2015) suggested this presented a more robust and realistic approach. 
Previously the courts had different arrangements for example, a contact order, which has now been combined and included within a Child Arrangement Order. During the literature review it was determined that in family court cases where children have given an account of their experiences and were also classified as victims of violence, often their accounts were not reflected within the report of recommendations (Price, 2021). This evidence demonstrates that domestic violence has previously affected and continues to impact upon the Child Arrangement Orders and these issues are still present today, which in turn makes it difficult for an agreement to be reached when the violence is not given adequate consideration.
There have been many legal modifications in recent findings regarding Domestic Violence and the effects in Child Arrangement Orders. When conducting further research, it was found that Domestic Violence is influenced by a range of varying perspectives within the legal system (Callaghan, et al., 2019). 
Looking at the study conducted by Gutowski and Goodman, this examines the perspectives of a collection of mothers who survived Domestic Violence and then began proceedings to gain custody of the children via the family court system. This study evaluated the mother’s experience with the court processes, assessing the mother’s understanding of the different processes and the impact this had on their wellbeing overall (Gutowski & Goodman, 2020). 
The mothers that participated in this study described the entire court process as mainly undermining, intimidating and worrying, this in conjunction with the combined stress of the effects of Domestic Violence had a detrimental effect upon well-being (Walter, et al., 2017). The qualitative study analysis were categorised into six different clusters these include the following; the women must enter into a court environment that indirectly believes the non-existence of trauma, these women then had to face difficulties of getting the abuse recorded and documented within the court proceedings (Douglas, 2018) The women had endured both positive and negative experiences with court professionals, the women in this study had endured upset when within the courtroom, these upsets can also cause suffering with psychosocial consequences outside of the courtroom (Harman, et al., 2018). The result of the study demonstrates the family court system had potential to reconstruct grief and pain that surviving mothers have endured whilst separating from their partners who subjected them to Domestic Violence. 
In Olivia Paul’s study in 2019, there was an examination of the connection between the exposure to Domestic Violence and the children’s perceptions of family relationships, which can lead to symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder (Paul, 2019). The study explores the diminishing perceptions of children’s idea of family relationships. There is a sample of children in the study that were exposed to Domestic Violence. The children who participated in the study were staying at housing shelters for victims of Domestic Violence, the children were asked to complete surveys to examine their perceptions and family relationships as a result of Domestic Violence (Paul & Zaouche, 2017). 
The results of these surveys indicated that experiences of Domestic Violence have been related to symptoms of anxiety and depression and to the child’s perception of relationships with both parents in various settings. Perceptions of abusive fathers, relationships with the mother and child in typical situations are both correlated with anxiety and post-traumatic stress symptoms (Paul & Gaudron, 2018). In contrast, the mother-child relationship was found to have a moderating role when considering the duration of Domestic Violence exposure and the symptoms of anger expressed. Olivia Paul’s study demonstrates the value of continuing research on the role of the child’s perception of family relationships. This includes the regulation of rights for fathers who perpetrate Domestic Violence in order to protect the children, especially when they show symptoms of post-traumatic stress This study shows that the child arrangement order is necessary to build relationships between parents and children regardless of the relationship between both parents.
[bookmark: _Toc70629893][bookmark: _Hlk69808544]2.2 Domestic Violence and Child Arrangements
 
A Residence Order defined in the Children Act 1989, is now formally known as a Child Arrangements Order, which falls under the Child and Families Act 2014. This is the process needed to set out the living arrangements for children and which parent they would reside with for the majority of the time (Haux, et al., 2017). A Child Arrangements Order is the protocol used if parents cannot agree between themselves. In these cases, the courts will decide based on the child’s best interests (Macdonald, 2017). This is particularly important when there is evidence of Domestic Violence.
During Child Arrangement cases in England and Wales, this process takes place in family courts (Meier & Dickson, 2017).  There are specific practices in place to assist and protect victims of Domestic Violence if allegations have been made, however, there are no courts dedicated to issues surrounding Domestic Violence in the family justice setting. 
The process in place to protect and assist victims of Domestic Violence within the Criminal Justice System, this has been shown to have successful outcomes in Domestic Violence cases (Miller & Manzer, 2018). There are many benefits demonstrated by the specialist court measures put in place, such as the courts provide safer courtrooms to victims in Criminal Law, this might also be transmissible between the Criminal Law and the Family Justice setting (Burton, 2018). This demonstrates that the importance of the right of the child is paramount, as this is sometimes undermined within Domestic Violence cases.
Within Morrison and Waburton’s research, it suggests introducing contact between children and parents regardless of whether they have been subject to Domestic Violence may be beneficial (Tisdell, et al., 2021). The article first explains the outcomes of the findings of the International Symposium on Contact Disputes and Allegations of Domestic Violence, this includes highlighting the best practices which were in place. The article also demonstrates the opinions in England and Wales in relation to Domestic Violence around Child Arrangement cases, these underline and differentiates between laws in theory to the law in actual practice (Wilson, et al., 2020). The article also distinguishes the leading approach to how Domestic Violence allegations are handled. An example of this would-be legislative opinions regarding custody or contact without supervision for abusive parents. Looking at the case law in the United States of America and New Zealand, this implies that the laws that exist are similar (Hunter, et al., 2018).  However, possible issues of legislative drafting can arise. This demonstrates an understanding of global methods to ensure children and resident parents are safe from Domestic Violence when family proceedings are needed due to relationships breaking down.
Looking further into other countries approaches, Australia has legal systems that address safety of children who have experienced Domestic Violence (Campo, 2015).  The state Child Protection Systems and Family Law Systems have  numerous reports which have attempted to tackle the gap between the public and private laws that result in different methods, which also have repercussions for Domestic Violence victims struggling to determine safe, post-separation arrangements for children. This is an example of the issues described in England and Wales being made apparent across the world, it also shows that this problem is reoccurring in the current day and it has not been addressed by changing elements within Child Arrangements Orders (Laing, et al., 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc70629894][bookmark: _Hlk69808563]

2.3 Domestic Violence and the Changing Response in Child Arrangements 

Looking at the literature demonstrated previously, it is clear that there is an urgency for heightened awareness around Domestic Violence within today’s society. The objectives of this study were to discover whether both physical and psychological Domestic Violence were obvious in individuals’ reports of their experience with Domestic Violence, and this affected their psychological well-being in the longer term (Overlien, 2010).  

The Family Procedure Rules 2010 was introduced following the Working Group report that was implemented by the President of the Family Divisions, Sir James Munby. In addition to the recommendations of the 2016 All-Party Parliamentary Group (the APPG, 2016) on Domestic Violence in the Parliamentary Briefing (Eau, 2020). Family courts highlighted the attention that the Family Procedure Rules 2010 (FPR [2010] gave in relation to Domestic Violence and Child Contact. There was a discussion in relation to the reform of Family Procedure Rules 2010 (FPR [2010]) this also allowed examination as to whether further amendments to the procedure was necessary (Liang, 2017).
The review of Violence and Harm, linked with a draft reform of Family Procedure Rules 2010 (FPR [2010], was documented on the 18 November 2016. The difficulties remained in relation to the issue of victims being cross-examined by the alleged abuser whilst the court undertook exercises to enable fact-finding. This is in respect of the residing parents’ concerns regarding the child and the welfare in the future. Due to the nature of allegations the suggested perpetrator who is without representation was offered the opportunity to cross-examine the residing parent through safety measures like video links in order for both parties to engage (Pitt, et al., 2020). 
Following this, in a survey, referred to as a social support satisfaction, seventy percent of child participants disclosed their encounters of Domestic Violence as being perpetrated by their parents, and this impacted upon their emotional and mental well-being. Using factor analysis, there was a verification of the presence of both aspect models (emotional and mental well-being) in Domestic Violence situations.
In the arena of Family and Domestic Violence, the negative effect experience by many children remains a considerable issue, particularly in relation to wellbeing overall health and growth. Nevertheless, whilst this remains concerning it is now becoming clear that there is a urgency to ensure these experiences are encompassed in the research and the impact considered appropriately (Noble-Carr, et al., 2019).
 In the mediation analysis of this study there was an indication of an adverse connection between experiences of psychological Domestic Violence and support on a social satisfaction when experiencing physical Domestic Violence (Meyer, et al., 2021).  This demonstrates that overall society recognises physical attacks and associates them with Domestic Violence as opposed to acknowledging emotional abuse.

In the study of Naughton, O’Donnell and Muldoon [2020], the outcomes are clear, they offer evidence acknowledging that different types of Domestic Violence have varying impacts on the victims and in turn this needs to be recognised when signposting victims of Domestic Abuse to the appropriate support and safety. 
The conclusions drawn from this study also emphasise the importance to improve services and their response to provide effective interventions and enhancing safety for victims. It is necessary to include experiences of psychological Domestic Violence in risk assessments of young adults involved to try and break the circle (Naughton, et al., 2020). This study demonstrates that there is a negative outcome from individuals being involved in Domestic Violence and having to mediate with the perpetrator as a result of a child arrangement order.
The United Nations first established the rights of the child in 1990, and this has led to a variety of jurisdictions to propose the participation rights of the children when there is a dispute in child contact and this is now more widely recognised (Lingass, 2020). Even though children are encouraged to participate, their involvement is limited especially in the case where there are allegations of Domestic Violence. Looking at various child protection cases, the European Court of Human Rights has concluded, that the child in question should be kept from both parents as a result of the history of Domestic Violence between the parents (McCarry, et al., 2021).  
The argument for this lack of consideration was due to the victims inability to leave the abusive relationship in the first instance, this does not consider the fear of the victims. This is used as an argument against reuniting the child and parent. This protocol includes questions if the best interest of the child has gone too far (Devaney, et al., 2020). This does come at the disadvantage of the right to family life of the abused parent which enables the parent to suffer double victimisation. The parent is not only a victim of Domestic Violence but also a victim of the Court’s that accepts the separation of families. The problems faced by courts is how to establish the best interest of the child as there are many advantages and disadvantages in every instance.
When considering Scottish Family laws, things have yet to change to become more mainstream, “The most common concern and the reason that individuals are denied contact is because of the concerns of manipulation (Norrie, 2016).  This Scottish study has contested child contact as a result of Domestic Violence, where the consequence of manipulation has an impact on the children's participation rights. The main outcomes of the Scottish study were apprehensions about whether upholding children's participation rights is appropriate, this was demonstrated in cases where children were described as being influenced by either parent known commonly as parental alienation (Johnson & Stylianou, 2020). 
Analysing this study, we uncover the issues professionals have when worries about Domestic Violence and the evidence of when it is present. There is a dispute that, when there is a suggestion of manipulation and Domestic Violence children are at substantial and genuine risk to children's participation rights in the residing decision due to parental influential factors (Aldridge, 2020). There were findings that the legal interpretation of the child's perspective is different from the parental dispute. This can be shown to have unintentional and impactful consequences for children's participation rights (Morrison, et al., 2020). This dissertation looks at law and practice and how it may evolve to ensure children's participation rights in these contexts are both implemented and protected, and in addition some consideration around how the Domestic Violence aspect has affected Child Arrangements Orders (Bates & Douglas, 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc70629895]




CHAPTER 3


[bookmark: _Toc70629896]METHODOLOGY


[bookmark: _Toc70629897][bookmark: _Hlk69808591]3. Methodology 


The overall aim of this research is directed towards Domestic Violence and the effects it has on Child Arrangement Orders regardless of stereotyping and to show the impact of this Child Arrangement Orders. Methodologies used within this research are interviews with support workers within Domestic Violence support organisations and solicitors dealing with proceedings within a Child Arrangement dispute.
To achieve this objective within this chapter there is a process called the research onion, this was developed by Saunders et al. (2016), and will assist in the process of decision making. Including the research onion there will also be consideration in relation to reliability, validity, limitations, and ethical issues. The research onion by Saunders et al.’s (2016) will support this chapter’s methods of research to gain an understanding of the research and its value, this will establish how it should be presented (Sahay, 2016). 
2.1 [bookmark: _Toc70629898][bookmark: _Hlk69808604]Philosophy and Approach 

The philosophy will be in line with an interpretivism style approach. Interpretivism includes researchers to understand areas of the study. Interpretivism combines humanistic interest into a study. The development is based on interpretivist philosophy and the evaluation of positivism in social sciences. Consequently, this philosophy highlights qualitative analysis over quantitative analysis (Pius & Alharahsheh, 2020).
The philosophical position of idealism is linked to interpretivism, this approach is used to combine different methodologies. This includes social constructivism, phenomenology and hermeneutics, approaches. These approaches deny the objectivist view that implication dwells within the world independently of consciousness. It is important for the researcher to understand discrepancies amongst individuals. Interpretivism styles usually concentrate on value and are able to accommodate multiple methods whilst being aware this will reflect different aspects of the issue (Schaffer, 2016).
This will make the research centre around more humanistic and qualitative methods. This method is the more efficient way to uncover opinions regarding domestic violence and the affects it has on Child Arrangement Orders (Singh, 2015). If the researcher were to use an alternative method of research there would be more prominent focuses which disbalance original theories rather than the opinions that are present at this time (Howell, 2013).
The decision of a philosophy choice is essential to the research as is reflection and justification of the data analysis are paramount. This research style is indicated as interpretivism as there are many ways to answer open ended questions, the participants have an influence on the research based on their views and understanding of the topic (Schonher, 2019). 
Although interpretivist method for research usually gathers qualitative data, there can also be quantitative data collected and this can improve efficiency and provide clearer research conclusions. There are benefits under every philosophy method; to obtain a suitable choice depends on the type of research which is being conducted. Philosophy assists the understanding of research design and highlights important similarities (Gemma, 2018).
To be able to support the research, the researcher will attempt to gather information via organisations who have supported individuals who have experienced Domestic Violence either first-hand or through family members. It would be imperative for the researcher to consider a safe space for this sensitive information to be disclosed. This research is to see if individuals think of domestic abuse within each Child Arrangement Order, or if they think of a one size fits all approach.
In order for the researcher to be able to get a better understanding of a variety of opinions various individuals from different backgrounds have been invited to participate. Furthermore, the researcher also wishes to interview professional individuals, Domestic Abuse organisation volunteers and Magistrates within the Family Law. 
3.2 [bookmark: _Toc70629899][bookmark: _Hlk69808673]Designs of the Research

Research in the scientific field implements qualitative and quantitative methodologies in the overall analysis of numerous outcomes. The understanding of the complex reality of actions in a given context is intended by the qualitive methodology. This is however different from the quantitative methodology that aims to obtain accurate and reliable answers which enables statistical analysis. Both of these methodologies provide efforts of potential outcomes and this should be known by researchers. The researcher must also be able to explore these methods in detail (Campbell, et al., 2016).
The most relevant methods are used to understand the strength and limitations of the analysis and the comparative similarities they possess. Under the analysis there will be advantages and disadvantages of each method, this enables the research to disclose which method is best to formulate an accurate and complete choice and its relevance to the research outcomes (Morgan, 2016).
This research study has chosen a mono method. The mono method complex is use of quantitative data. However, due to COVID-19 the research has been limited. This mono method allows the use of factual data to be provided and to support the research into Domestic Violence and the affects it has on Child Arrangement Orders. This mono method complex also gives the researcher an opportunity to probe in depth into the subject that is being researched via interviews (Morse & Niehaus, 2013). Across the collected qualitative data, the emotional input and opinions from individuals who have experienced the affects Domestic Violence has on a Child Arrangement disputes, this can be incorporated within the results, this data will then show how opinions are being interpreted into the system.
[bookmark: _Toc70629900][bookmark: _Hlk69808695]3.3 Data Collection 

The approach for this research will take a cross-sectional approach as the information collected will be at a single point in time and not over the duration of a substantial period (Kothari, 2012). Consequently, the data that is accumulated by the research will be mono methods as quantitative methods will be used to produce the outcome on how individuals feel about domestic violence and how it impacts on a Child Arrangement Order.
[bookmark: _Hlk69808711]To ensure the research is effective and correct there is intention to be involved with a Domestic Violence organisation and a Law Firm that specialises in Domestic Violence within Child Arrangement disputes. The data collection will ensure there is adequate contrast of opinion via the set structure. The research will ensure that individuals from various fields can participate. Although a Domestic Violence support organisation and law firms associate with similar situations their overall experiences vary considerably. The data has been collected evaluating and comparing the value in terms. 
[bookmark: _Toc70629901]3.4 Participants and Ethical Considerations
Participation in the project will not restrict the participants in terms of ethical grouped aspects but, the participants for the research will be a mixture of Domestic Violence support organisations, Law Firms and people of the general public that are willing to participate via interviews and consent is gained prior to commencing. Additionally, the research topic is classed as sensitive by many, the data collection will not include personal information and confidentiality will be honoured throughout the process as the aim is to understand and acknowledge the opinions and views professionals have around Domestic Violence and Child Arrangement Orders. This is to make certain that the research of Domestic Violence and its effects on child arrangement orders is ethically correct and will not contain issues in regard to research ethics for anyone participating in the research (Flick, 2011)
[bookmark: _Toc70629902][bookmark: _Hlk69808734]

3.3 Interviews

When concluding the research of individual interviews, the researcher will be using an interview to identify similarities in the data, concluding the outcome for each individual dependant on their views and experiences (Hair, et al., 2011). This research will have a mono method approach, as it will use a process to provide analysis. The researcher can give specific questions that provide the participants involved with a general knowledge of the topic and the research is overall goal throughout the process. This then allows the participants to answer freely reflecting on their own personal issues and experiences, these research techniques should lead to more reliable results that explains that the findings are unlikely to be too similar and can be evaluated in greater detail (Saunders, et al., 2007). 
There will be anonymity within recording my research findings following the interviews. Each individual will be asked which group the participant is representing when answering. This will make the conclusions of the findings easier to analyse (Kumar, 2014).
Unfortunately, the research will be unable to be carried out in paper format due to COVID-19, the research collection has been adapted to honour this. the interviews may be done via an online session. The researcher aims to have ten to fifteen responses overall. This would be a suitable size of research to evaluate (Rowley, 2014).
3.4 [bookmark: _Toc70629903][bookmark: _Hlk69808749]Reliability and Validity

Considering the reliability of the research topic in relation to the interviews, the reliability can be deemed as efficient, and the questions will remain the same across all participants. The interview questions will be the same but more open ended for a more distinct response. These consistent values enable the research to be evaluated more in depth. On the other hand, the validity cannot be assessed at this moment, but it is presumed that the participants included will provide information in relation to Domestic Violence and its effects on Child Arrangements Orders (Taherdoost, 2016).
3.5 [bookmark: _Toc70629904][bookmark: _Hlk69808765]Analysis of Data

A secondary research method contains literature from previous researchers’ conclusions, but primary research is collecting data in relation to the specific research question which is Domestic Violence and the Effects it has on Child Arrangements Order. The distribution of the interviews will be issued to professionals due to the sensitive nature of the question (Perry & Ruggiano, 2019). The data collected by the researcher will be evaluated using Microsoft Office programmes to ensure the information is recorded accurately. The actual research will be documented as follows:
Recording primarily feedback with various answers with not much personal detail on experiences so individuals’ identity remains anonymous, and the analysis can be done straightforwardly just by grouping the answers to each question and doing this throughout. This will be conducted via Microsoft Teams meeting in response to COVID-19. This will then be formatted and used for this research as it will be crucial to compare notes taken during each of the chosen research collections into a document to have a better structure for analysis (Lester, et al., 2020).
3.6 [bookmark: _Toc70629905][bookmark: _Hlk69808779]Method Limitations

Looking at alternative methods of research, there are two separate categories, primary and secondary research. Primary research is a method where information is collated through self-conducted research methods, whereas secondary research is completed by analysing previous studies. Commonly, research begins with secondary research as this will provide the research to be supported by other theorists (Largan & Morris, 2019). 
The research will be collated within the primary research method, the individual taking part in the research will need to consent for their answers to be used, to assist this there will be disclosure forms attached to these interviews. The participant must be made aware that the contribution they are making is voluntary, confidential, and handled with sensitivity and all personal information will be destroyed once research has been completed (Mitchell & Jolley, 2004). Within the disclosure participants will be asked of their age in addition to consent to confirm there are no children participating in the surveys due to the seriousness and sensitivity of the research.
In addition to the limitations discussed when completing the interview other limitations may include Domestic Violence support services and other professional fields to co-operate and participate in interviews, this is because it would be most likely as it is their job roles and responsibilities make then unable to be able to give the researcher time. To achieve full participation the researcher may make interviews shorter and basic to ensure full engagement (Floyd & Fowler, 2009). Due to COVID-19 the research is primarily sourced via online through interviews which will be scheduled in advance, the limitation to this would be the target audience as with interviews and sensitive subject it is best to research through professionals in the Domestic Violence and family law communities. There will be a limitation on how many people from mixed age groups participate in the survey.
It is appreciated that the methods used whilst valid cannot be absolutely certain to capture a true reflection of every individuals view.  However, it is hopeful that it will show enough differences of opinion within the research to provide a critical analysis. This is why the research is targeted at different groups of people to ensure there is a variation of opinions. Although this tactic can assist reducing in the similarity of thoughts it is not impossible to assume participants views on Domestic Violence and the effects it has on Child Arrangement Orders. There is no determining on how well the interviews will go, the questions are simply written with a natural structure to ensure the flow of discussion (Shipman, 2014). This methodology has successfully demonstrated the relevant research methods for this research. It justified the researcher’s choice of using interview tactics to be able to obtain answers to the research topic. The following chapter will analyse and discuss the data collected.









[bookmark: _Toc70629906]

CHAPTER 4


[bookmark: _Toc70629907]FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION


4 [bookmark: _Toc70629908]Findings and Discussion

The overall aim of this research is to be able to understand Domestic Abuse regardless of stereotyping and to show an understanding of how this affects Child Arrangement Orders. In this chapter there will be an analysation of objectives as follows: The first objective is to be a review of the pertinent concepts or regulations or laws that cover this area or a review of literature relating to morality. The second objective would be to understand the seriousness of Domestic Violence and the impacts it has on the victims and their children and finally how the Criminal Justice System can support victims of Domestic Violence and ensure their safety in relation to a Child’s Arrangement Order.
4.2 [bookmark: _Toc70629909]Overview

Within the research process a specific research methodology was used and this was in the form of interviews. Originally, the intention was to use several methodologies but due to the COVID-19 pandemic alterations were required and the study was unable to accommodate this during this unprecedented time (Naughton, et al., 2015). The focal point of the research were interviews completed by several individuals. The interviews that were conducted consisted of discussions which took place via Microsoft Teams with a range of professionals who specialise in Law and Domestic Violence. Each individual gave verbal consent before the interview was conducted to participate and have their answers documented during this research period and consented to this research is able to be used to compare and contrast findings within this study (See appendix for a copy of the interview structure).
[bookmark: _Toc70629910]4.2 Ethical Considerations

When performing a research project, it is always essential to consider the ethical problems that may occur from it. It was certified that an ethics form was finalised which was evaluated before an ethics committee prior to completing this research (See appendix for example of ethics form) (Pietila, et al., 2019). In addition to the ethics form, there was also a check made to ensure the validity of verbal consent and confirmation of participation emails for all participants before entering into the study (Nasution, 2019). 
During the research confidentiality was key due to the information within the topic deemed as sensitive to all parties. This is one of the reasons the researcher opted to interviewing professionals’, so they were aware prior to the interview regarding the sensitivity of the research.
Before the results of the interviews were conducted or analysed, it is essential to include the precautions that were predicted before conducting the research (Jowett, 2020). 
1. All participants gave verbal consent to take part in the research before proceeding with the interviews.
2. All the information shared is completely confidential and has been anonymised for the benefit of this research.
3. The information shared would solely be used for the purpose of my dissertation, this has been explained to each person before participating.
4.2 [bookmark: _Toc70629911]Coding Methods

There are specific purposes and goals of the coding methods for qualitive researchers. This enables definitions and examples of codes and categories to establish roles in qualitative data analysis. Essential methods of coding have influences on crucial researcher aspects and the role in method of coding (Saldana, 2021).
A qualitative analysis code is typically a word or small slogan that representatively allocates a cumulative, relevant, and suggestive element for a language based on visual data. The data that is relevant can consist of various interview, transcripts, and documentation to categorise data coding (Kanygin & Koretckaia, 2021). During the first process the selection of data coding can vary between single words and a full paragraph. Coding methods are not precisely accurate science, it is mainly an imperative act. A coding method can give a summary of data or condense data down, this is not a reduction of data as this suggests data is lost in this way (Buus & Perron, 2020). 
4.3 [bookmark: _Toc70629912]Research

The researcher first emailed various individuals from various professions during March 2021 to enquire if they were interested in participating in the study. The email enquiry provided background information regarding the research and the degree the study was linked to, this was to ensure each participant had a full understanding of what the overall dissertation research topic would be, should they agree to participate. (See appendix for copy of email;) The interviews were arranged and time-bound to enable accuracy of note taking to ensure this process was able to capture any key points the participants’ made. Following this, the responses were documented in order to fully analyse the data. The information collected during the interview process was analysed to compare between different interviews depending on the participants professions and the experiences they have encountered (All interview transcripts are within the appendix). Participants will be labelled anonymously between R1 to R7.
Across the interviews, participants were asked around twenty questions which were open ended and had no influence on the researchers’ beliefs. The overall response regarding the first question were that many of the court proceedings have not been very supportive due to the lack of knowledge based around issues regarding Domestic Violence. There is a lack of communication to resolve this matter before proceedings have taken place, and there is a general acceptance for perpetrators to still be given access to children and this also shows the inconsistency of the courts. In chapter two there was discussion on how there is a general perception of Domestic Violence and following conducting my research it is evident that this is an ongoing issue (Khaw, et al., 2018). The common theme mentioned in each individual interview was the overall lack of consistency in the legal system.
About fifty-six percent of the participants agreed that contact centres should be avoided, and third-party members would be more appropriate for the children to feel more relaxed. R4 and R6 argued that if Domestic Violence is taken into consideration there should be appropriate plans to avoid further abuse such as emotional and financial. This supports the literature from chapter two which states, Domestic violence is an abuse of power this occurs when one partner tries to control the other in any form. There are variations that form Domestic Violence, this can pose difficulty of the separation and reaching the outcome of Child Arrangements (Rani & Xavier, 2020). However, the complication of further violence is not always applicable as the child may not experience this type of behaviours with third-party supervisors.
During the interview it was broadly agreed by a hundred percent of the participants that Family Assistance should be offered more readily during hearings in order to handle the trauma and deal with triggers that may be set off from having contact with an ex-partner. There is tendency for violence to continue following a break-up therefore, support will assist in the family moving forward in a more positive way. Victims have found court proceedings more difficult due to fear, sometimes a significant amount of time passes before victims feel safe enough to report incidents, especially when incidents of behaviours cause emotional harm to both parent and child (Naughton, et al., 2015).   R2 and R5 highlighted the significance of the possible disadvantages of being given extra support as this may be a tool to make false allegations about an individual and also mislead in order to achieve financial funding. Twenty-eight percent of participants feel that support should be given from acknowledgement of Domestic Violence until the family dynamics have changed and safe contact can be established.
There are forty-two percent of participants believe that the courts are able to decide what action is appropriate based on the evidence and level of Domestic Violence is demonstrated. R7 has not seen this during their experiences and has expressed more needs to be done. R4 believes it is not very consistent and this may be due to the lack of evidence victims of Domestic Violence may have. This may impact the consistency of rulings, which in turn, may be detrimental to their recovery. The interview then continues into the next question and all participants seem to be aware about the special measures that are available and charities who are supporting victims, however, expressed how difficult it can be to receive support for various reasons. 
During the study that was conducted by Hague and Malos 2005, it was determined that men are also victims of domestic violence. The participants have mixed views regarding this matter, that may be due to a lack of experience with male victims. Twenty-eight percent of participants were unable to answer this question due to having no experience with assisting males in this way. However, women have a higher victim percentage rate as opposed to men. This demonstrates recognition of equality for men to be seen as victims is moving within the right direction, but it is rigid and slow paced (Hague, et al., 2005). During the interview process forty-two percent of participants agreed that the courts are not sympathetic to either parent and the courts focus mainly on the welfare of the child, this response is interesting as Domestic Violence is not a positive experience for the child and Domestic Violence could influence the child and impact their relationship with each parent. 

4.4 [bookmark: _Toc70629913]Discussion

The outcome of the interviews revealed that although the courts are more aware of the various elements in relation to Domestic Violence and the trauma that it causes, they are still very rigid and dated in their approach as this is demonstrated throughout the interviews of every participant in the study. Even when Domestic Violence is absent from a case any transition between breakups is difficult and this will also affect the children. Child Arrangement Orders are set up to enable children to have time with both parents in a neutral setting, participants of this study acknowledge this as a problem occasionally as children have seen acts of violence which also makes them victims to the abuser. R6 makes a very clear point of the perpetrators being able to continue the violence and control through children should they be granted visitation. Overall, many of the participants have suggested that support services should be involved through the process to ensure the risk is eliminated.
This links back to the literature that there are many benefits from the potential of specialist court proceedings, such as the courts providing safer courtrooms to victims in criminal law, this might also be transmissible between the criminal law and the family justice setting (Burton, 2018). 
The satisfaction of the right of the child is paramount, which is sometimes undermined within Domestic Violence cases. During my study, the respondents were posed with a question of how children are perceived in the courts and this was a mixed response from every participant. R2 stated that children should not have to participate in the proceedings where as R1 and R3 explained that if the input of the child were done sensitively then it would be beneficial to the arrangements made within the order.
Within the findings of this study, many participants have expressed their concerns for how little CAFCASS co-operate and present their investigations. R4 stated that is depends on how experienced the representative is in Domestic Violence in general, R1 explains that if the methods are used correctly then the process of having a CAFCASS support team is much more effective. In the recorded response of R3, the participant described that CAFCASS are on the children’s side of things and do not like to accuse, this an interesting outlook as the general purpose of CAFCASS is to assist and flag up any concerns regarding the child. Overall, all of the participants feel that CAFCASS do not cover the background knowledge of the situation especially with Domestic Violence present and can be very demeaning for victims to have to revisit this trauma only to be doubted.
In further questions the participants of the study expressed concerns regarding the emotional impact of victims, the trauma that is faced during court proceedings and the uncertainty of how the court may rule in regard to Child Arrangement Orders and Domestic Violence. The key word which has been brought into a lot of participants answers was consistency and more importantly how they highlighted the lack of consistency. This demonstrates that participants from solicitors right through to support workers feel the Domestic Violence is a very sensitive topic which needs to be approached in a more structured way. It is apparent that on occasion the influence on a child gives the perpetrators some continued control over the victim. The view of the courts has been encouraged as the right of the child and this gives abusers leverage against the victim.
 










[bookmark: _Toc70629914]CHAPTER 5


[bookmark: _Toc70629915]CONCLUSION


[bookmark: _Toc70629916]5.1.1 Summary

    Following this study, I believe the research aims and objectives were achieved. The overall aim of this research is to be able to understand domestic abuse regardless of stereotyping and to show an understanding of how this affects Child Arrangement Orders. The objectives were to:
1. The first objective is to be a review of the pertinent concepts or regulations or laws that cover this area or a review of literature relating to morality.
2. The second objective would be to understand the seriousness of Domestic Violence and the impacts it has on the victims and their children.
3. How the Criminal Justice System can support victims of Domestic Violence and support their safety and having a reflection of this in a Child’s Arrangement Order.
    From this individual study and the research conducted within the primary, secondary research, we have attempted to achieve these aims and objectives along with the participants of the research. 
[bookmark: _Toc70629917]5.1.2 Interviews of Participants

As a result of the interviews of participants, they highlighted the importance of education regarding Domestic Violence, and also supported our claim that Domestic Violence does indeed affect Child Arrangement Orders. The interviews also support the literature review in chapter two which states that Domestic Violence is a very taboo situation and is becoming increasingly definable in the modern day. The in-depth analysis of the interviews demonstrates how the Child Arrangement Orders are evolving and suggests a more systematic approach based upon facts and evidence. 
    Additionally, from the interviews we found a dispute of consistency throughout England and Wales Family Courts, especially when domestic violence was present. This emphasises into the importance and the need for change.

[bookmark: _Toc70629918]5.2 Evaluation

Overall, it is understood that this research project was successful and achieved all the aims and objectives it set out to at the beginning of the study. The researcher appreciates that if the research could be repeated, then some adaptation to the questions may have achieved a more in-depth analysis. Unfortunately given the time scale within COVID-19, this was not possible as ethical issues may have arisen and resulting in the ethics committee taking longer to approve the research proposal. If the research had been of a bigger study with more time the researcher would have observed a case study in order to investigate a more robust case study with exceptional validity and findings this was not possible during this research due to the time scale and COVID-19.
To conclude, this research study supported the question of how Domestic Violence effects Child Arrangement Orders and criticised how the courts currently handle such a difficult task which does not only come from Domestic Violence but also extends into gender equality.
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CHAPTER 6




[bookmark: _Toc70629920]RECOMMENDATIONS


Firstly, it is apparent that there is a lack of awareness amongst the Family Courts regarding the effects Domestic Violence has on Child Arrangement Orders. It is vital that awareness of Domestic Violence when arranging child contact is improved. This could massively assist victims distinguish between Domestic Violence and encourage safety in the family post-separation.

· The family courts must aim to work towards improving their response and acknowledging the impact contact orders have following Domestic Abuse cases. This needs to be addressed when evidence of Domestic Violence is referred to during the proceedings. Through this, confidence will be restored within the system to protect victims and children from further violence, which leads to provide reassurance to victims that their allegations would be taken seriously and documented in the event of seeking help from the courts in the future. 

· At present, it is believed that courts are facing the contact orders with the rights of the child in mind, and this does not always consider what violence the child has been subject too during the process. 
[bookmark: _Toc70629921]
APPENDICES
Appendix 1: Template of Interview Questions 

My name is Cassie Johns and my email to contact me is 1500616@student.uwtsd.ac.uk. If you have any issues or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I am currently studying BA Law and Criminology at University of Wales Trinity Saint David. I have recently begun a research project as part of my final dissertation. This research is based around Domestic Violence and the effects it has on Child Arrangement Orders. The data collected from this questionnaire will be confidential and anonymised. All information presented is on a voluntary basis and there is no obligation to complete this. Please state whether you give your consent for your results to be used as part of my BA research project. 
Section A -
Section A are demographic questions to provide background information and consent for participation in the research.
1. Do you give consent for your data to be used as part of the research project?
I give/do not give consent for my data to be documented within the research
2. -What is your age range?
18-20     21-30     31-40     41-50     50+
3. What do you identify as?
Female     Male     Prefer to Self-Describe (Please Specify) ______
4. What is your profession?
   Lawyer         Domestic Violence Charity     Other (Please Specify) _____
5. Do you consider yourself to have a disability?
Yes     No 
Section B – 
Section B are questions based on previous research in the format of an interview. Please answer on a voluntary basis which best describe your views. The same questions will be available for all participants to enable them to express their opinions based on experiences.
1. Is there anything you feel the courts are missing during child arrangement hearings?
2. Do you think a contact centre should be made mandatory for handovers and/or contact between the perpetrator and their children regardless of the severity?



3. Do you think there should be support put into place for victims and their families by the courts to ensure the violence does not continue after child arrangements have been agreed? 
4. Do you think family courts are taking the domestic violence into consideration based on making child arrangements order? 
5. Is there enough support for victims of domestic violence during the court proceedings?
6. Looking at the study in 2005 of the Hague and Malos, it is apparent that the main perpetrator of domestic violence is known to be men. However, studies also show men also being victims. Do courts recognise this within child arrangements order?
7. Do you feel child arrangement orders are more sympathetic to women as opposed to men?
8. How can we get perpetrators to actively participate in the families change of dynamics in a positive way?
9. Do you feel that children have support when transitioning from a domestically violent household and how do you feel we can improve?
10. How do you think children should be perceived when giving their account of what has happened in front of them?
11. The age of liability in criminal proceedings for children is 10. Do you feel this age is appropriate in a family court to get children to participate in the arrangements made for them?
12. Do you think where there is a history of domestic violence that a child arrangement order could be tried within the criminal law system?
13. Do you feel that Caffcass give an accurate account when assisting cases where domestic violence is present?
14. There are repercussions for victims of domestic violence and how to establish safe contact for children after the relationship has broken down, how do you think the courts can assist making this transition smoother?
15. Do the courts have an issue with acknowledging domestic violence within psychological form as opposed to physical evidence?
16. Do perpetrators gain more control when issuing steps to gain a child arrangement order post-separation, how do you think this is handled currently?
17. Are men able to claim equally to being victims of domestic violence and do you feel there is more of a push to get equal rights as women in regard to contact with a child?
18. Is the perpetrator enabled with control and manipulation by the courts as a result of child arrangement?
19. Do you feel victims accounts of emotional distress impact the courts’ rulings in any way?
20. Do you feel victims of domestic violence are given enough resources and support to continue in a court agreement once agreed?
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all participants for taking part in my research. The response has been wonderful and if anyone wishes to have a copy of my findings can do so upon request.

Figure 1
Appendix 2: Ethics Form
APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

Delete the Guidance Notes at the end of the form BEFORE submitting your application

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
1	Full Name:	Cassie Olivia Johns
2	Tick all boxes which apply:
	Member of staff:	☐	Honorary research fellow:	☐
3	Undergraduate Student	☒
Taught Postgraduate Student	☐
Postgraduate Research Student	☐


4	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:	University of Wales Trinity Saint David

5	Campus:	Swansea Business School

6	E-mail address:	1500616@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

7	Contact Telephone Number:	07377680463

	For students:
8	Student Number:	1500616
9	Programme of Study:	BA Law and Criminology
10	Director of Studies/Supervisor:	Bronwen Williams


 
SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
1	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)	YES	☒
NO	☐

		Date
2	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval	Research Degrees Committee	☐

3		Institute Research Committee	☐

4		Other (write in)
	☒
Staff 

SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.
1	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒

2	
UWTSD Research Data Management Policy	☒

3	
	☐


SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
1	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?	YES	☐
NO	☒

2	If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person and confirmation this person has consented to their personal data being shared.as part of this collaboration. N/A
3	Institution	N/A

4	Contact person name	N/A

5	Contact person e-mail address
	N/A
6	Has this individual consented to sharing their details on this form?	YES	☐
NO	☒

7	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?	YES	☐
NO	☒

8	Is your research externally funded	YES	☐
NO	☒

9	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?	Voluntary	YES	☐
NO	☒

10		Employed	YES	☐
NO	☒

11	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.	YES	☐
NO	☒

12	Permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue	YES	☐
NO	☒



Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
13	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?	YES	☐
NO	☒

14	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation
N/A

SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
1	Indicative title:	Domestic Violence and how it effects Child Arrangement Orders
2	Proposed start date:	October 2020	Proposed end date:	May 2021
3	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the three points below:
•	Purpose of Research Activity
•	Proposed Research Question
•	Aims of Research Activity
•	Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
•	What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
•	How it addresses an area of importance. 
4	Purpose of Research Activity

The purpose of the research activity is to look at all the effects domestic violence has and how domestic violence is influenced within Child Arrangement Orders. 

(this box should expand as you type)
5	Research Question

How does domestic violence effect Child Arrangement Orders?

(this box should expand as you type)
6	Aims of Research Activity

To be able to understand domestic abuse regardless of stereotyping and to show an understanding of how this effects Child Arrangement Orders. 

(this box should expand as you type)
7	Objectives of Research Activity

To be able to acknowledge the sensitivity of the subject matter and be able to raise awareness of issues faced by domestic abuse victims with children. The second objective would be to understand the seriousness of domestic violence and the impacts it has on the victims and their children. How the criminal justice system can support victims of domestic violence and support their safety and having a reflection of this in a Child’s Arrangement Order.


(this box should expand as you type)
8	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed.
9	The proposed methods used in collecting the primary research would mainly be a confidential survey and a list of questions. The proposed methods for secondary research would be looking at other individual organisations (e.g.) Threshold (formally known as Women’s Aid) this would provide statistical charts to enable to view the effects these rulings have on domestic abuse victims.


(this box should expand as you type)

10	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.
11	Research activity will take place within Llanelli town centre, online surveys and interviews with individuals confidentially.
(this box should expand as you type)
12	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.
13	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

14	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?   
	NO	☐

		YES	☒

15	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with prevailing data protection law of the country in question and England and Wales.

I will obtain information confidentially, ensuring the participant has consented to given said information on a voluntary basis. The participant can refuse to answer uncomfortable questions and will be sensitive when conducting the interview.

(this box should expand as you type)

SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
1	Will the research activity include:	
YES	
NO
2	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?	☒
☐

3	Use of interviews?	☒
☐

4	Use of diaries?	☐
☒

5	Participant observation with their knowledge?	☒
☐

6	Participant observation without their knowledge?	☐
☒

7	Use of video or audio recording?	☐
☒

8	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?	☐
☒

9	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?	☐
☒

10	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?	☐
☒

11	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?	☐
☒

12	Use of procedures that involve deception?	☐
☒

13	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?	☐
☒

14	Working with live vertebrate animals?	☐
☐

15	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box
For example, ‘focus groups’. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) in this box and tick the accompany box.	☐
☒

16	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)		
If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
1	Who are the intended participants:	
YES	
NO
2	Students or staff at the University?	☒
☐

3	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?	☒
☐

4	Vulnerable adults?	☒
☐

5	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)	☐
☒

6	Prisoners?	☐
☒

7	Young offenders?	☐
☒

8	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?	☐
☒

9	People engaged in illegal activities?	☐
☒

10	Others (please identify specifically any group who may be unable to give consent) please indicate here and tick the appropriate box.
	☐
☒

11	Other – please indicate here:



(this box should expand as you type)		

12	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 
13	How many participants are expected?
	
75 Participants

(this box should expand as you type)
14	Who will the participants be?
	
Domestic Abuse Victims and the General Public

(this box should expand as you type)
15	How will you identify the participants?	
To identify each participant, they will have a unique participant number to remain confidential

(this box should expand as you type)


16	Information for participants:	
YES	NO	
N/A
17	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?	☒
☐
☐

18	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?	☒
☐
☐

19	Will you obtain written consent for participation?	☒
☐
☐

20	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?	☐
☐
☒

21	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?	☐
☐
☒

22	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?	☒
☐
☐

23	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?	☒
☐
☐

24	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?	☒
☐
☐

25	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?	☒
☐
☐

26	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 
27	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

28	Information for participants:	
YES	NO	
N/A
29	Will participants be paid?	☐
☒
☐

30	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?	☐
☐
☒

31	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?	☐
☒
☐

32	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?	☐
☒
☐

33	If YES to any question, please provide full details 
34	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
1	Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  
2	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 
	Yes 	☐

		No	☒

3	Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information
4	Risk to Participant:
Risk of emotional distress, risk of psychological stress.

(this box should expand as you type)	How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant
To mitigate the risk the questions to be addressed sensitively, with caution. 
Ensure participant has knowledge they are able to refuse questions and leave at any point, ensuring the participant is in a safe, confidential space to provide personal information.


(this box should expand as you type)
5	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities.
	
Being aware of the sensitive nature of the information used is important. Providing helplines and support services to a participant at the end would be sensitive to victims’ emotional state. A helpline would include National Domestic Abuse, this can be found online, and a helpline is open 24 hours a day, the telephone number is: 0808 2000 247. Another support services that can potentially be mentioned is Threshold Domestic Abuse Services. Threshold Domestic Abuse Services were formally known as Women’s Aid. Thresholds have a helpline and are able to help victims of domestic abuse in workshops and counselling. The helpline can be found on 01554 754 422.

(this box should expand as you type)
6	Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest
	Risk to Investigator:
Not being alone with the victim and try to avoid emotional attachment to a victim.


(this box should expand as you type)	How will you mitigate the Risk to Investigator:
Ensure in a public space. Keep a neutral head space.

(this box should expand as you type)
7	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection
	Risk to University:

The researcher may not comply with ethical, legal and professional frameworks, obligations and standards as required by statutory and regulatory authorities, as well as the university’s Research Integrity and Ethics Code of Practice.  Research misconduct in this respect can take many forms.

(this box should expand as you type)	How will you mitigate the Risk to University:

Ensure the researcher has looked at the appropriate information to ensure legitimacy of their work and ensure that the researcher is using the appropriate support from the weekly sessions.

(this box should expand as you type)

8	Disclosure and Barring Service
9	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.	YES
	NO
	N/A

10	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?	☐
☐
☒


SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
1	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 
	
Each participant will have a feedback report of all the general findings between the overall participants, they will also be able to obtain a full copy of the Research Project if requested by them. They will be made aware of these arrangement prior to consenting to participate.

(this box should expand as you type)
2	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.
	
When getting informed consent, there will be a disclosure form setting out all risks and ending with written consent of each individual participant. The disclosure forms will be collected and put away in a secure location under GDPR the participants personal information will be discarded via shredder to ensure confidentiality is kept.

(this box should expand as you type)
3	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 
	
Each participant will have confidentiality and anonymity throughout the Research Project, the only information regarding each participant will be the disclosure forms. During the research I will provide a copy of the blank disclosure form to demonstrate what each participant signed but personal information will not be shared with anyone, only the participants unique number.

(this box should expand as you type)

SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
1	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?	YES	NO
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.	x	☐
2	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:
	
For the disclosure form to consent participation only.

(this box should expand as you type)
3	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?	YES	NO
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),	
☐	
x
4	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:
	
N/A
(this box should expand as you type)

5	Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special category data on one of the following:	YES	NO
6	Manual files (i.e., in paper form)?	☒
☐

7	University computers?	☐
☒

8	Private company computers?	☐
☒

9	Home or other personal computers?	☒
☐

10	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?	☐
☒

11	“Cloud” storage or websites?	☐
☒

12	Other – specify:
	☐
☒

13	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:
	
All paper formed personal data will be stored in a lockable filing cabinet until the end of the Research Project in May 2021, this will then be shredded. All data on the home computer is under a lockable password encrypted folder which can only be accessed by the researched these details again will be destroyed following completion of the Research Project.

(this box should expand as you type)
14	All Data Storage
15	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:	YES	NO
16	Electronic transfer of data in any form?	☐
☒

17	Sharing of data with others at the University?	☐
☒

18	Sharing of data with other organisations?	☐
☒

19	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?	☐
☒

20	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails, or telephone numbers?	☐
☒

21	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?	☐
☒

22	Use of data management system?	☐
☒

23	Data archiving?	☒
☐

24	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and DPA (and/or any international equivalent):
	Under GDPR, information kept will only be to have consent and give participants disclosure knowledge, these documents will not be accessible to anyone other than the researcher and will be destroyed following the conclusion of the Research Project.


(this box should expand as you type)
25	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:
	
The researcher and the support mentors will have access to the anonymous research activity.

(this box should expand as you type)
26	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:
	
The Researcher.

(this box should expand as you type)
27	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why.  
	
The data will be stored for the duration of the Research Project, on conclusion the data will be destroyed this data will only be accessed by the Researched to keep confidentially and security of the information received. Once the data has been concluded within the Research topic it will be destroyed appropriately (e.g.) paper will be shredded.

(this box should expand as you type)
28	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	


(this box should expand as you type)
29	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES	☒

		NO	☐

30	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding	YES	☒

		NO	☐


 
SECTION K: Declaration
31	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application, I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	Signature of applicant:	Cassie Olivia Johns	Date: 10.11.2020

For STUDENT Submissions:
32	Director of Studies/Supervisor:		Date:
33	Signature:	
	

For STAFF Submissions:
34	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:		Date:
35	Signature:	
	

Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
☒
I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.
☒
I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.
☒
I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle.
☐
I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)
☐
I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate) ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT
☒
I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.
☒
I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.
☒
	I have deleted the guidance notes before submitting the PG2 for consideration

RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.
STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit  this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.

tick all that are relevant to your research.
Figure 2
Appendix 3: Copy of Email

Dear Whom, It May Concern,

My name is Cassie Johns, and I am in my third year studying BA Law and Criminology at University of Wales Trinity Saint David. 

I am currently doing a research project for my dissertation and have decided on the topic of Domestic Violence and the effects it has on Child Arrangements Orders.

 I would be grateful if I could schedule an interview with you to discuss this topic further. The interview would be anonymised within my research and would be on a voluntary basis. 
My research will be available on request once concluded and would be extremely grateful if you would be willing to take part. 

If you have any additional colleagues who are willing to participate, I would be extremely grateful for their participation.

Please get back to me at your earliest convenience, I look forward to hearing from you.
Kind regards 

Cassie Johns
1500616@student.uwtsd.ac.uk
Figure 3
Appendix 4: Interview Transcripts

R1: My name is Cassie Johns and my email to contact me is 1500616@student.uwtsd.ac.uk. If you have any issues or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I am currently studying BA Law and Criminology at University of Wales Trinity Saint David. I have recently begun a research project as part of my final dissertation. This research is based around Domestic Violence and the effects it has on Child Arrangement Orders. The data collected from this questionnaire will be confidential and anonymised. All information presented is on a voluntary basis and there is no obligation to complete this. Please state whether you give your consent for your results to be used as part of my BA research project. 
Section A -
Section A are demographic questions to provide background information and consent for participation in the research.
1. Do you give consent for your data to be used as part of the research project?
I give consent for my data to be documented within the research
2. -What is your age range?
18-20     21-30     31-40     41-50     50+
3. What do you identify as?
Female     Male     Prefer to Self-Describe (Please Specify) ______
4. What is your profession?
   Lawyer         Domestic Violence Charity     Other (Please Specify) LOCAL TEAM MANAGER
5. Do you consider yourself to have a disability?
Yes     No 
Section B – 
Section B are questions based on previous research in the format of an interview. Please answer on a voluntary basis which best describe your views. The same questions will be available for all participants to enable them to express their opinions based on experiences.

Is there anything you feel the courts are missing during child arrangement hearings?
There is an unfair history of how women are treated and perceived in courts, the general feeling of mothers is that they a ganged up on in the proceeding. Mum and Dad state two different perceptions of the case and it is frustrating when not being listened to seriously, this impacts victims’ mental health, the child’s precedence is often overlooked.
Do you think a contact centre should be made mandatory for handovers and/or contact between the perpetrator and their children regardless of the severity?
If the parents agree to this arrangement and it works, it is best not to disturb. Sometimes better to use a third party where appropriate to keep the child comfortable. There is importance to protect the child, victim and perpetrator and complications to this is not necessary and not a good idea.
Do you think there should be support put into place for victims and their families by the courts to ensure the violence does not continue after child arrangements have been agreed? 
There is need for support before, during and after violence for the child victim and perpetrator This support is not for child contact but addressing the abuse endured before the breakdown of the relationship. After the arrangements have been agreed there should be a period of support to be drip fed to the persons involved in how to move on and accept this.
Do you think family courts are taking the domestic violence into consideration based on making child arrangements order? 
I would like to think courts are taking this into consideration and some families feel disheartened and let down by the courts. There is a lot of work involved in family law that the courts cannot cover completely.
Is there enough support for victims of domestic violence during the court proceedings?
No, organisations and charities try to support the best they can but there is very limited information given to victims during proceedings especially during the pandemic.
Looking at the study in 2005 of the Hague and Malos, it is apparent that the main perpetrator of domestic violence is known to be men. However, studies also show men also being victims. Do courts recognise this within child arrangements order?
This is recognised within the court proceedings, but the violence is relatively smaller compared to women. Men are at risk of the violence but more commonly in women.
Do you feel child arrangement orders are more sympathetic to women as opposed to men?
The mum is seen to be the main caregiver in majority of instances and dad receives visitation. The courts perspective is that no one deserves sympathy, but the child and the child should always win.
How can we get perpetrators to actively participate in the families change of dynamics in a positive way?
The perpetrators need to seek support as sometimes there is learnt behaviour or characteristics they are missing. The first change to the family dynamics in a positive way is acknowledging what behaviour is acceptable.
Do you feel that children have support when transitioning from a domestically violent household and how do you feel we can improve?
There are resources to supporting children during this change such as counselling, therapy play. Children are sensitive to situations and there needs to be methods in explaining difficult situations with children. There also be a way to encourage new outcomes to situations.
 How do you think children should be perceived when giving their account of what has happened in front of them?
There are definitely issues to this including the child’s age and ability. The children’s accounts should help with the proceedings and there should be professionals investing in these interactions with children. The children do not necessarily need to be in court, but a video of an impact statement should be necessary. Professional involvement must be taken seriously to be heard on behalf of the child. This could be a form of an informal chat where the child is most comfortable.
The age of liability in criminal proceedings for children is 10. Do you feel this age is appropriate in a family court to get children to participate in the arrangements made for them?
Establishing an age is difficult, the ability can change from child by child and the courts would have to acknowledge that but generally a ten-year-old knows right from wrong.
Do you think where there is a history of domestic violence that a child arrangement order could be tried within the criminal law system?
No, children in criminal cases make me uncomfortable. If there is a criminal allegation it should be tried within the criminal court, but this should not involve the children.
Do you feel that Cafcass give an accurate account when assisting cases where domestic violence is present?
They are sometimes accurate when various professionals use the methods put into place as they are working together in a holistic approach to looking at a child’s life.
There are repercussions for victims of domestic violence and how to establish safe contact for children after the relationship has broken down, how do you think the courts can assist making this transition smoother?
They are sometimes accurate when various professionals use the methods put into place as they are working together in a holistic approach to looking at a child’s life
Do the courts have an issue with acknowledging domestic violence within psychological form as opposed to physical evidence?
Yes, society as a whole struggle as being hit is more accepting than mental abuse, it is also not the same as seeing it happen and is hard to prove in court as opposed to physical abuse as this is documented by a hospital or police report.
Do perpetrators gain more control when issuing steps to gain a child arrangement order post-separation, how do you think this is handled currently?
When a perpetrator issues an application, it is generally all about control of the victim and their children, they use children and pawns and the contact with the children as control over the victims.
Are men able to claim equally to being victims of domestic violence and do you feel there is more of a push to get equal rights as women in regard to contact with a child?
Yes, as men are victims also but no real figures to demonstrate this issue.
Is the perpetrator enabled with control and manipulation by the courts as a result of child arrangement?
Sometimes as perpetrators use children to get back at their victims due to them leaving and the courts allows this by the “right of the child”. This gives the perpetrator power to control victim.
Do you feel victims accounts of emotional distress impact the courts’ rulings in any way?
They do impact the ruling but not sure how much of every form of abuse is damaging to the family.
Do you feel victims of domestic violence are given enough resources and support to continue in a court agreement once agreed?
The parties involved will be supported through the process of the proceedings but once this is over and the arrangement has been agreed the support disappears and there is improvement needed for continued support.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all participants for taking part in my research. The response has been wonderful and if anyone wishes to have a copy of my findings can do so upon request.
R2: My name is Cassie Johns and my email to contact me is 1500616@student.uwtsd.ac.uk. If you have any issues or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I am currently studying BA Law and Criminology at University of Wales Trinity Saint David. I have recently begun a research project as part of my final dissertation. This research is based around Domestic Violence and the effects it has on Child Arrangement Orders. The data collected from this questionnaire will be confidential and anonymised. All information presented is on a voluntary basis and there is no obligation to complete this. Please state whether you give your consent for your results to be used as part of my BA research project. 
Section A -
Section A are demographic questions to provide background information and consent for participation in the research.
1. Do you give consent for your data to be used as part of the research project?
I give consent for my data to be documented within the research
2. -What is your age range?
18-20     21-30     31-40     41-50     50+
3. What do you identify as?
Female     Male     Prefer to Self-Describe (Please Specify) ______
4. What is your profession?
   Lawyer         Domestic Violence Charity     Other (Please Specify) _____
5. Do you consider yourself to have a disability?
Yes     No 
Section B – 
Section B are questions based on previous research in the format of an interview. Please answer on a voluntary basis which best describe your views. The same questions will be available for all participants to enable them to express their opinions based on experiences.

Is there anything you feel the courts are missing during child arrangement hearings?
The opportunity to discuss before the hearings like a mediation session with more conversation before the hearing.
Do you think a contact centre should be made mandatory for handovers and/or contact between the perpetrator and their children regardless of the severity?
No, the contact centre is still too regularity unless there is a high level of domestic violence. A contact centre can be avoided by using a third party such as family who are more familiar. However, if the domestic violence is high the contact centre may be safer.
Do you think there should be support put into place for victims and their families by the courts to ensure the violence does not continue after child arrangements have been agreed? 
If there are specific findings of domestic violence the support should be recommended as part of the process. There are dangers of false allegations which is why allegations should be evidenced to finding of fact. This will enable victim safety and assisting protection. There are services such as the freedom programme, but this is subject to the willingness to engage.
Do you think family courts are taking the domestic violence into consideration based on making child arrangements order? 
Yes, the courts base the decision on findings these decisions can vary between the magistrates and judges. Individuals involved can base it upon factual evidence. Some cases can slip through the net but should be guided by the bench in relation to the level of domestic violence effects. In some instances, it can be appealed due to the ruling being personal.
Is there enough support for victims of domestic violence during the court proceedings?
No, practically it is easier to be the same place as the perpetrator but some individuals may find this difficult so there are measures put in place such as screens, perpetrator enters court room first or even broadcast from a separate room. Justice system is what it says on the tin. Some actions influence courts both positively and negatively.
Looking at the study in 2005 of the Hague and Malos, it is apparent that the main perpetrator of domestic violence is known to be men. However, studies also show men also being victims. Do courts recognise this within child arrangements order?
Yes, allegations regardless of gender are taken seriously, there needs to be factual evidence for this outcome to be honoured. In a case of domestic violence, extreme domestic violence was suggested to be self-inflicted, this was not dismissed.
Do you feel child arrangement orders are more sympathetic to women as opposed to men?
No, 20 year ago t may have been more in favour to the women as caregivers and children were better off with mothers but judicial decisions led to welfare of child not the gender of the parent.
How can we get perpetrators to actively participate in the families change of dynamics in a positive way?
Enabling perpetrators to have acceptance and acknowledge what they have done. This will enable perpetrators to engage. The courts sometimes recommend the course and in extreme cases the courts will review this and if the perpetrator does not engage will be refused contact.
Do you feel that children have support when transitioning from a domestically violent household and how do you feel we can improve?
The timetables for family hearings are short. There is no time to see outcome once the child arrangement orders have been agreed.
How do you think children should be perceived when giving their account of what has happened in front of them?
Children should not have to participate; courts need to decide if it is appropriate for the child and if they are old enough for legitimate conversation. 
AGE: Criminal responsibility is too separate things; children are witness of fact does not witness of opinion.
Do you feel that Cafcass give an accurate account when assisting cases where domestic violence is present?
No, Cafcass are limited by boundaries including protocols and procedures. Reports missing key things. Limited in interviews to little time. Decisions based on evidence. The accounts were more reliable around 30 years ago. 
Do you think where there is a history of domestic violence that a child arrangement order could be tried within the criminal law system?
No, there is not enough evidence for a criminal proceeding. It is easier for civil proceedings to be based on the balance of probability, not trying to prove the mens rea. Serious allegations could lead to no prosecution which then confuse the courts conclusion.
There are repercussions for victims of domestic violence and how to establish safe contact for children after the relationship has broken down, how do you think the courts can assist making this transition smoother?
Making the handover as safe as possible, person in fear must give the courts knowledge of the fear they had, and contact centre used as a last resort if there is no third party available, see overriding welfare of children s1(1).
Do the courts have an issue with acknowledging domestic violence within psychological form as opposed to physical evidence?
No, they recognise this based on evidence of the form of violence.
Do perpetrators gain more control when issuing steps to gain a child arrangement order post-separation, how do you think this is handled currently?
They attempt to gain control. Many individuals threaten court, and the opposed party gives in as fear of getting into trouble. There needs to be education for people and family court system as child arrangement is not a police matter.
Are men able to claim equally to being victims of domestic violence and do you feel there is more of a push to get equal rights as women in regard to contact with a child?
Yes. The court system is about children and victims not gender. A push effect has happened over the years, it is about the best interest of the child not who is superior.
Is the perpetrator enabled with control and manipulation by the courts as a result of child arrangement?
Sometimes to be superior if evidence is not there. Depending on how strong the parent is who is the victim.
Do you feel victims accounts of emotional distress impact the courts’ rulings in any way?
There is a hold that tribunals are experienced to theatrics and can make a credible decision based of the facts and evidence in front of them.
Do you feel victims of domestic violence are given enough resources and support to continue in a court agreement?
There are no resources or money. The courts recommend and do what we can and refer others to other agencies.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all participants for taking part in my research. The response has been wonderful and if anyone wishes to have a copy of my findings can do so upon request.

R3: My name is Cassie Johns and my email to contact me is 1500616@student.uwtsd.ac.uk. If you have any issues or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I am currently studying BA Law and Criminology at University of Wales Trinity Saint David. I have recently begun a research project as part of my final dissertation. This research is based around Domestic Violence and the effects it has on Child Arrangement Orders. The data collected from this questionnaire will be confidential and anonymised. All information presented is on a voluntary basis and there is no obligation to complete this. Please state whether you give your consent for your results to be used as part of my BA research project. 
Section A -
Section A are demographic questions to provide background information and consent for participation in the research.
1. Do you give consent for your data to be used as part of the research project?
I give consent for my data to be documented within the research.
2. -What is your age range?
18-20     21-30     31-40     41-50     50+
3. What do you identify as?
Female     Male     Prefer to Self-Describe (Please Specify) ______
4. What is your profession?
   Lawyer         Domestic Violence Charity     Other (Please Specify) _____
5. Do you consider yourself to have a disability?
Yes     No 
Section B – 
Section B are questions based on previous research in the format of an interview. Please answer on a voluntary basis which best describe your views. The same questions will be available for all participants to enable them to express their opinions based on experiences.

Is there anything you feel the courts are missing during child arrangement hearings?
Unsure as it is a case-by-case analysis. Under the current circumstance Cafcass are unable to do home visits which is making it more difficult.
Do you think a contact centre should be made mandatory for handovers and/or contact between the perpetrator and their children regardless of the severity?
No, in some circumstances it is necessary depending on the severity of the domestic violence. In other cases, a 3rd party can be used, such as a grandparent.
Do you think there should be support put into place for victims and their families by the courts to ensure the violence does not continue after child arrangements have been agreed? 
Yes, family assistance should be offered more broadly.
Do you think family courts are taking the domestic violence into consideration based on making child arrangements order? 
Yes, based on factual information and special measures put into place.
Is there enough support for victims of domestic violence during the court proceedings?
No, unless the victims are being represented. 
Looking at the study in 2005 of the Hague and Malos, it is apparent that the main perpetrator of domestic violence is known to be men. However, studies also show men also being victims. Do courts recognise this within child arrangements order?
Yes, fewer men disclose the abuse they may have received but are definitely moving in the right direction for equal steps.
Do you feel child arrangement orders are more sympathetic to women as opposed to men?
Yes, women are naturally the primary caregiver, so it is natural for courts to favour the child to reside with the mother. However, in recent disputes there has been a focus on shared care between both parents.
How can we get perpetrators to actively participate in the families change of dynamics in a positive way?
There are courses that can be offered within the court proceedings to help the perpetrator recognise the behaviours they are displaying. The contact then depends on the risk of the child.
Do you feel that children have support when transitioning from a domestically violent household and how do you feel we can improve?
Children accept and agree to changes. Gradually increasing the routine until suitable then having support from a 3rd party in order to gain trust from the child.
How do you think children should be perceived when giving their account of what has happened in front of them?
Not so much age of the child but Cafcass can judge the intelligence of a child to assess if their opinions are appropriate. It is important to ensure a parent is not influencing them or coaching their answers. This is particularly important in alienation periods.
Do you feel that Cafcass give an accurate account when assisting cases where domestic violence is present?
Cafcass are on the children’s side of things and they mindful not to accuse.
Do you think where there is a history of domestic violence that a child arrangement order could be tried within the criminal law system?
No, Family law is well equipped but could be tried separately. For example, abuse in the criminal courts and children in the civil courts. Cafcass has are unable to do home visits at the moment. The victim can prevent contact increase on good grounds. 
There are repercussions for victims of domestic violence and how to establish safe contact for children after the relationship has broken down, how do you think the courts can assist making this transition smoother?
Family Assistance Orders can assist the transition and Cafcass has are unable to do home visits at the moment. The victim can prevent contact increase on good grounds.
Do the courts have an issue with acknowledging domestic violence within psychological form as opposed to physical evidence?
Yes, this is recognised more recently as a problem of domestic abuse.
Do perpetrators gain more control when issuing steps to gain a child arrangement order post-separation, how do you think this is handled currently?
Perpetrators are afraid when losing control, the sooner the application is made the perpetrator thinks it has more power but in fact it’s on even playing fields.
Are men able to claim equally to being victims of domestic violence and do you feel there is more of a push to get equal rights as women in regard to contact with a child?
Not equally treated men are victims too, however, men are not willing to disclose the information.
Is the perpetrator enabled with control and manipulation by the courts as a result of child arrangement?
The avoidance of giving perpetrators that control is limited. The court could encourage parents to pursue contact with reassurance.
Do you feel victims accounts of emotional distress impact the courts’ rulings in any way?
It makes people uncomfortable to disclose emotional stress and accept it.
Do you feel victims of domestic violence are given enough resources and support to continue in a court agreement?
In certain circumstances, it can be very stressful to have annual reviews of the order. A solution to this would be an annual review in regard to mediation in the court section. If there is no present problems.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all participants for taking part in my research. The response has been wonderful and if anyone wishes to have a copy of my findings can do so upon request.

R4: My name is Cassie Johns and my email to contact me is 1500616@student.uwtsd.ac.uk. If you have any issues or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I am currently studying BA Law and Criminology at University of Wales Trinity Saint David. I have recently begun a research project as part of my final dissertation. This research is based around Domestic Violence and the effects it has on Child Arrangement Orders. The data collected from this questionnaire will be confidential and anonymised. All information presented is on a voluntary basis and there is no obligation to complete this. Please state whether you give your consent for your results to be used as part of my BA research project. 
Section A -
Section A are demographic questions to provide background information and consent for participation in the research.
1. Do you give consent for your data to be used as part of the research project?
I give consent for my data to be documented within the research.
2. -What is your age range?
18-20     21-30     31-40     41-50     50+
3. What do you identify as?
Female     Male     Prefer to Self-Describe (Please Specify) ______
4. What is your profession?
   Lawyer         Domestic Violence Charity     Other (Please Specify) _____
5. Do you consider yourself to have a disability?
Yes     No 
Section B – 
Section B are questions based on previous research in the format of an interview. Please answer on a voluntary basis which best describe your views. The same questions will be available for all participants to enable them to express their opinions based on experiences.

Is there anything you feel the courts are missing during child arrangement hearings?
Yes, child arrangement courts are risky and where there is domestic violence should not be treated the same. It is conflicting as the mum may flee to keep child safe but then put in a difficult position to encourage child access and having to prove traumas and why there was parental alienation. The courts lack awareness of domestic violence and the impact is having.
Do you think a contact centre should be made mandatory for handovers and/or contact between the perpetrator and their children regardless of the severity?
Yes, as in some instances this can increase safety and confidence of victims and it does not give away the location of their safety.
Do you think there should be support put into place for victims and their families by the courts to ensure the violence does not continue after child arrangements have been agreed? 
Definitely, for all forms of domestic violence and the trauma of the children. 
Do you think family courts are taking the domestic violence into consideration based on making child arrangements order? 
It varies based on the judge and the day. It is not very consistent and should be managed case by case. The measures put into place need to be different and it can be a deterrent for victims to leave in the first place.
Is there enough support for victims of domestic violence during the court proceedings?
Charities can provide support but there is a gap within the contact. There was previously access to services to help. Domestic violence victims can be unsure of support like screens and this revictimizes them and they are emotionally scared.
Looking at the study in 2005 of the Hague and Malos, it is apparent that the main perpetrator of domestic violence is known to be men. However, studies also show men also being victims. Do courts recognise this within child arrangements order?
I have mainly supported women within my role so will be unable to answer this question accurately.
Do you feel child arrangement orders are more sympathetic to women as opposed to men?
I have mainly supported women within my role so will be unable to answer this question accurately. My reflection is it can happen.

How can we get perpetrators to actively participate in the families change of dynamics in a positive way?
The freedom programme. The perpetrator needs to acknowledge his behaviour and engage in changing it.
Do you feel that children have support when transitioning from a domestically violent household and how do you feel we can improve?
The children are unhappy as they love both parents and may not understand what is going on. The child does not absorb what victim does and social services need to provide the voice of the child and more support.
How do you think children should be perceived when giving their account of what has happened in front of them?
Children can be open and honest about what accounts they have witnessed; this needs to be assessed against the age of the child and their understanding. Sometimes children can be scared to speak or block out the trauma of what happened. This child does not want to get either parent in trouble and have no time to open up to a stranger.
The age of liability in criminal proceedings for children is 10. Do you feel this age is appropriate in a family court to get children to participate in the arrangements made for them?
There needs to be an assessment of maturity of a ten-year-old. As they are still young and just kids. The perpetrator may use incentives to get the child to be with them. 
Do you think where there is a history of domestic violence that a child arrangement order could be tried within the criminal law system?
No this is a separate issue.
Do you feel that Cafcass give an accurate account when assisting cases where domestic violence is present?
This can go both ways dependant on the knowledge of domestic violence, how the professionals interact with the child.
There are repercussions for victims of domestic violence and how to establish safe contact for children after the relationship has broken down, how do you think the courts can assist making this transition smoother?
No contact with victims and just child contact. Perpetrator can track or listen on devices given to children.
Do the courts have an issue with acknowledging domestic violence within psychological form as opposed to physical evidence?
Yes, as there is not always evidence, but the victim still receives no support as they do not realise that it is abuse as its not always physical “he never hit me”. This is more detrimental and depends on the judge. Controlling behaviours have only recently be recognised. 
Do perpetrators gain more control when issuing steps to gain a child arrangement order post-separation, how do you think this is handled currently?
Yes, able to use behaviours through parenting. Unfair to the victim of the violence when they have attempted to flee. Perpetrator needs to recover from their actions more than the tick boxes currently and heal before having contact with children.
Are men able to claim equally to being victims of domestic violence and do you feel there is more of a push to get equal rights as women in regard to contact with a child?
In domestic violence, yes Male victims are victims as a victim is a victim regardless of gender,
Is the perpetrator enabled with control and manipulation by the courts as a result of child arrangement?
Yes, the victim flees dangerous situation then has to accommodate contact between perpetrator and child, very unstable and enables power and gives the perpetrator less of a deterrent.
Do you feel victims accounts of emotional distress impact the courts’ rulings in any way?
Sometimes, seeing the same thing every day probably removes sympathy and depends on the judges and their experiences.
Do you feel victims of domestic violence are given enough resources and support to continue in a court agreement once agreed?
No, more support needed. This includes emotional, practical, and financial support. Time to focus on recovery in refuge before accommodating contact. Personally, wait until out of refuge and dealt with emotions before enabling contact.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all participants for taking part in my research. The response has been wonderful and if anyone wishes to have a copy of my findings can do so upon request.

R5: My name is Cassie Johns and my email to contact me is 1500616@student.uwtsd.ac.uk. If you have any issues or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I am currently studying BA Law and Criminology at University of Wales Trinity Saint David. I have recently begun a research project as part of my final dissertation. This research is based around Domestic Violence and the effects it has on Child Arrangement Orders. The data collected from this questionnaire will be confidential and anonymised. All information presented is on a voluntary basis and there is no obligation to complete this. Please state whether you give your consent for your results to be used as part of my BA research project. 
Section A -
Section A are demographic questions to provide background information and consent for participation in the research.
1. Do you give consent for your data to be used as part of the research project?
I give consent for my data to be documented within the research
2. -What is your age range?
18-20     21-30     31-40     41-50     50+
3. What do you identify as?
Female     Male     Prefer to Self-Describe (Please Specify) ______
4. What is your profession?
   Lawyer         Domestic Violence Charity     Other (Please Specify) _____
5. Do you consider yourself to have a disability?
Yes     No 
Section B – 
Section B are questions based on previous research in the format of an interview. Please answer on a voluntary basis which best describe your views. The same questions will be available for all participants to enable them to express their opinions based on experiences.

Is there anything you feel the courts are missing during child arrangement hearings?
Consistency, not all judges are consistent, and it depends on the level of the judge. District judges tend to be less interested.
Do you think a contact centre should be made mandatory for handovers and/or contact between the perpetrator and their children regardless of the severity?
No. When children are young it is ok to establish contact but after that it is best to go through third parties where possibly as there is not enough facilities there are 2 contact centres, Swansea, and Carmarthen. The contact centres are at full capacity and have waiting lists.
Do you think there should be support put into place for victims and their families by the courts to ensure the violence does not continue after child arrangements have been agreed? 
Victims are referred to domestic abuse services by solicitors rather than courts. Some individuals are invited for the wrong reasons and is only sometimes beneficial. If an individual is on benefits, they are automatically asked about domestic abuse and this issue is with legal regulations.
Do you think family courts are taking the domestic violence into consideration based on making child arrangements order? 
If allegations are genuine the courts consider allegations and allow contact appropriately, this is outset for solicitors and the levels of domestic abuse, contact is paused until allegations proved.
Is there enough support for victims of domestic violence during the court proceedings?
There is support available to access, courts limitations include separate entrances and screens, it is not clear to magistrates why preparation needs to be done for victims. Information goes in favour if told beforehand, but a drip approach is frowned upon and considered less.
Looking at the study in 2005 of the Hague and Malos, it is apparent that the main perpetrator of domestic violence is known to be men. However, studies also show men also being victims. Do courts recognise this within child arrangements order?
Domestic abuse services are available to men but a deemed not the victims a lot of the time. Domestic abuse services are geared towards women.
Do you feel child arrangement orders are more sympathetic to women as opposed to men?
The orders are more sympathetic to women and more difficult for men.
How can we get perpetrators to actively participate in the families change of dynamics in a positive way?
N/A
Do you feel that children have support when transitioning from a domestically violent household and how do you feel we can improve?
There is support available, but children are resilient, they have spoken with social services and Cafcass and they will highlight the level of support. Access is not always addressed.
How do you think children should be perceived when giving their account of what has happened in front of them?
There is a problem of how children are perceived as Judge’s do not follow. Children are videoed and interviewed in criminal proceedings, but these approaches are different to family law. It is an uncomfortable situation putting children against parents. Solicitors tend to not involve the child.
Do you feel that Cafcass give an accurate account when assisting cases where domestic violence is present?
Cafcass does not give accurate accounts in relation to domestic violence and can sometimes be demeaning, they do not always believe allegations. They minimise what is said, and it is not based upon gender. 
Do you think where there is a history of domestic violence that a child arrangement order could be tried within the criminal law system?
No, it is not practical enough.
There are repercussions for victims of domestic violence and how to establish safe contact for children after the relationship has broken down, how do you think the courts can assist making this transition smoother?
Depends on the order level as there can be detailed court orders with Cafcass involved. 
Do the courts have an issue with acknowledging domestic violence within psychological form as opposed to physical evidence?
No, physical violence is easier to spot but domestic violence is considered full stop, this comes back to consistency.
Do perpetrators gain more control when issuing steps to gain a child arrangement order post-separation, how do you think this is handled currently?
The allegation of the victims needs to be provided by proof; the court’s view would be their words against the perpetrators. A common distinguishment is that if the perpetrator has no legal representation, then he is subject to using the court proceedings as a weapon.
Are men able to claim equally to being victims of domestic violence and do you feel there is more of a push to get equal rights as women in regard to contact with a child?
No, a push for equal rights. If males understand the equal rights their attitude changes to aggressive and pushy and also depends on the level of domestic violence.
Is the perpetrator enabled with control and manipulation by the courts as a result of child arrangement?
The courts have a presumption that the child is the interest in a hearing. This gives the perpetrator ulterior motive to enter court applications.
Do you feel victims accounts of emotional distress impact the courts’ rulings in any way?
The emotional distress is recorded to impact the rulings, causing doubt, and upset. Sometimes magistrates’ find it difficult to deal with the emotional burden. It may also cause distress by criticising the perpetrating parent and make the relationship between children and their parents difficult to uphold.
Do you feel child arrangement orders need to be reviewed annually?
The child arrangement order is not reviewed until there is notification that it has broken down, the courts are not interested once the dispute has been resolved. Having child arrangement orders reviewed would be good in an ideal world but there is no assistance to the costs.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all participants for taking part in my research. The response has been wonderful and if anyone wishes to have a copy of my findings can do so upon request.

R6: My name is Cassie Johns and my email to contact me is 1500616@student.uwtsd.ac.uk. If you have any issues or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I am currently studying BA Law and Criminology at University of Wales Trinity Saint David. I have recently begun a research project as part of my final dissertation. This research is based around Domestic Violence and the effects it has on Child Arrangement Orders. The data collected from this questionnaire will be confidential and anonymised. All information presented is on a voluntary basis and there is no obligation to complete this. Please state whether you give your consent for your results to be used as part of my BA research project. 
Section A -
Section A are demographic questions to provide background information and consent for participation in the research.
1. Do you give consent for your data to be used as part of the research project?
I give consent for my data to be documented within the research
2. -What is your age range?
18-20     21-30     31-40     41-50     50+
3. What do you identify as?
Female     Male     Prefer to Self-Describe (Please Specify) ______
4. What is your profession?
   Lawyer         Domestic Violence Charity     Other (Please Specify) Safeguarding in Education_____
5. Do you consider yourself to have a disability?
no  
Section B – 
Section B are questions based on previous research in the format of an interview. Please answer on a voluntary basis which best describe your views. The same questions will be available for all participants to enable them to express their opinions based on experiences.

Is there anything you feel the courts are missing during child arrangement hearings? 
Yes, they don’t take into consideration the relationship that the mother and father had.  They do not listen to the mother when the child does not want to go the see the father.  A friend of mine is putting up with the father of the children being abusive every time he calls for the children, the fact that the 3-year-old is having meltdowns on the day she is to see the father, all because she does not want to be taken back to court and he could possibly have access increased.
Do you think a contact centre should be made mandatory for handovers and/or contact between the perpetrator and their children regardless of the severity?
Yes, if there is DA, I think the perpetrator should only have supervised access to the children, until a time when they have showed they are capable of a nurturing relationship and respect to the victim.

Do you think there should be support put into place for victims and their families by the courts to ensure the violence does not continue after child arrangements have been agreed? 
Most definitely, this is where contact centres become involved.  It is not just physical abuse we have to think of it the emotional and financial abuse.
Do you think family courts are taking the domestic violence into consideration based on making child arrangements order?
 No not at all, I see this from a professional angle, and it’s encouraged for children to have access to dad, the only time I see restrictions if the case has gone to the MARAC and the children is on the CPR.
Is there enough support for victims of domestic violence during the court proceedings? No experience of this to answer.
Looking at the study in 2005 of the Hague and Malos, it is apparent that the main perpetrator of domestic violence is known to be men. However, studies also show men also being victims. Do courts recognise this within child arrangements order?
 I think for a MARAC perspective, things are changing very slowly to recognising male victims, but I feel it has a long way to go for agencies to recognise this.  For example, during a meeting where the victim was male, when he asked to be referred to CALAN DVS, it was alleged the female police officer laughed at him. What would have happened if the was a male officer with a female victim? 
Do you feel child arrangement orders are more sympathetic to women as opposed to men? 
I feel that men are now positively discriminated against due to previous years of it always being weighted towards the mother.
How can we get perpetrators to actively participate in the families change of dynamics in a positive way? 
There are courses such as DRIVE for male perps but again its if they want to change.  From the MARACs I attend it heavily weighted to areas of deprivation, is it seen as manly to get help and support? Also, DA does not stand alone, its usually associated with substance misuse and mental health issues.  Are we addressing all the factors together? It is not good just talking DA when they still have mental health and substance misuse.  My concern is that a lot of these services are voluntary, therefore if they do not want to change, they do not engage. Also, you have individuals engaging because it is part of a CP plan or potentially being removed to being looked after status, once that threat has gone, they go back to their own ways.
Do you feel that children have support when transitioning from a domestically violent household and how do you feel we can improve?
 To have a young person’s worker to support the child, more money into services, play therapy for younger children.  Social Services will not get involved once it’s seen that the ‘risk’ has been removed.  They say its needs to be looked at in the court arena with a Child Arrangement Order or come to a private arrangement.  Victims are still being controlled by perp through the children.
How do you think children should be perceived when giving their account of what has happened in front of them? They should be perceived as victims and how difficult it is to say what they really feel.
The age of liability in criminal proceedings for children is 10. Do you feel this age is appropriate in a family court to get children to participate in the arrangements made for them? 
I think children’s wishes should always be considered when, but it shouldn’t just be solely judged on what the child says.  Their behaviour and body language needs to be considered when discussing the arrangement.  Children may say yes to seeing the other parent out of loyalty. Their behaviour before and after the stay needs to be considered, such as regression of behaviours, wetting the bed, being ill when it is time to go to the other parent, visually upset, tantrums.  I feel school should also contribute if they are of an age to attend. Whether there are happier now the partner is no longer in the family home or behaviours change before and after a visit.  Also, to have the appropriate support in school such as ELSA.
Do you think where there is a history of domestic violence that a child arrangement order could be tried within the criminal law system?
 Yes, as DA is a criminal offence.  We are then letting criminals be on their own with children. The perps have displayed violent and controlling behaviours but its deemed safe for them to be around children? Are there risk assessments? Safety plans out in place.
Do you feel that Cafcass give an accurate account when assisting cases where domestic violence is present? I have not had experience personally of this but from other professionals, they do not seem to take into consideration the ‘back story’.
There are repercussions for victims of domestic violence and how to establish safe contact for children after the relationship has broken down, how do you think the courts can assist making this transition smoother? Ensure that the perp has a ‘probation’ time and go back to court to update them on how the arrangement is going, of they are sticking to the order etc.  Have supervised contact and a contact worker to oversee the visit and to take the pressure off the victim, in re traumatising them if they see the perp again.
Do the courts have an issue with acknowledging domestic violence within psychological form as opposed to physical evidence? I think a lot of work is currently being done to promote the effects of emotional abuse.  Physical wounds heal, emotional scars are always there.  It is hard to evidence emotional abuse and the long-term effects. Do courts request psychological reports in the family courts and then look on how they address those needs? If they do not, I do not know how they can measure the emotional trauma this has had on all the victims.
Do perpetrators gain more control when issuing steps to gain a child arrangement order post-separation, how do you think this is handled currently? Yes, as they ’call the shots’, being difficult about things and then saying the victim is being unreasonable.  I think the courts do not look at the bigger picture they just see it in black and white terms as just access.
Are men able to claim equally to being victims of domestic violence and do you feel there is more of a push to get equal rights as women in regard to contact with a child? I don’t think men are equal in saying they are victims due to shame etc
Is the perpetrator enabled with control and manipulation by the courts as a result of child arrangement? Yes I think they are as some only do it to keep in contact with the victim and to carry on the abuse.
Do you feel victims accounts of emotional distress impact the courts’ rulings in any way? I’m hoping that is changing due to the change of the terms of domestic violence to domestic abuse.  Slowly courts are recognising coercive control.  
Do you feel victims of domestic violence are given enough resources and support to continue in a court agreement once agreed? No, I don’t I’ve tried to get support from CALAN DVS and IDVA in a professional matter and I’ve had very little response
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all participants for taking part in my research. The response has been wonderful and if anyone wishes to have a copy of my findings can do so upon request.
I’d love to read your findings.

R7: My name is Cassie Johns and my email to contact me is 1500616@student.uwtsd.ac.uk. If you have any issues or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I am currently studying BA Law and Criminology at University of Wales Trinity Saint David. I have recently begun a research project as part of my final dissertation. This research is based around Domestic Violence and the effects it has on Child Arrangement Orders. The data collected from this questionnaire will be confidential and anonymised. All information presented is on a voluntary basis and there is no obligation to complete this. Please state whether you give your consent for your results to be used as part of my BA research project. 
Section A -
Section A are demographic questions to provide background information and consent for participation in the research.
Do you give consent for your data to be used as part of the research project? Yes 
I give consent for my data to be documented within the research.
-What is your age range?
21-30     
What do you identify as?
Female     
What is your profession?
Lawyer         Domestic Violence Charity     Other (Please Specify) supporting women who are in touch with the criminal justice system 
Do you consider yourself to have a disability?
No 
Section B – 
Section B are questions based on previous research in the format of an interview. Please answer on a voluntary basis which best describe your views. The same questions will be available for all participants to enable them to express their opinions based on experiences.

Is there anything you feel the courts are missing during child arrangement hearings? 
Dealing with things in a trauma responsive way. Very structural and rigid, many of the women I work with suffer with PTSD due to the abuse they have suffered by their ex partners. People deal with trauma in very different ways. 

Do you think a contact centre should be made mandatory for handovers and/or contact between the perpetrator and their children regardless of the severity? 
Maybe not contact centres, but they need to be supervised independently. I don’t feel children can fully relax or enjoy within a contact centre, but this maybe the only way to limit emotional abuse. 
Do you think there should be support put into place for victims and their families by the courts to ensure the violence does not continue after child arrangements have been agreed? 
100%, abuse does not stop after they finish the relationship. Emotional and financial abuse will still be evident. Especially elements of control. Every contact they have with that ex-partner can be very triggering. 
Do you think family courts are taking the domestic violence into consideration based on making child arrangements order?
 No, I think more needs to be done.
Is there enough support for victims of domestic violence during the court proceedings?
 No. I am currently working with a lady who is about to begin the court process. The thought of being up against her abusive ex is causing her stress and having a serious impact on her mental health. She asked if she could be heard separately, but this was declined, despite being informed of the dv history and the impact this was having on her mental health. 

Looking at the study in 2005 of the Hague and Malos, it is apparent that the main perpetrator of domestic violence is known to be men. However, studies also show men also being victims. Do courts recognise this within child arrangements order? 
I have no experience with male victims going through this process, but I feel the courts are way behind and rigid in their approach, with that assumption I would assume courts do not recognise it. 

Do you feel child arrangement orders are more sympathetic to women as opposed to men? 
No. But I would say I have more experience in a criminal court than I do with family. 
How can we get perpetrators to actively participate in the families change of dynamics in a positive way?
This is a difficult one, most perpetrators want that element of control. Also, their abusive behaviour is learnt and there is a cycle of abuse. Maybe education and support for both sides to understand behaviour and what is expected of them and the impact it can have on the children. 

Do you feel that children have support when transitioning from a domestically violent household and how do you feel we can improve?
I think it is a very difficult for children, especially when they have witnessed any abuse. Potentially having their own support to help with the transition. Someone they can talk to who is independent and they can off load too.  

How do you think children should be perceived when giving their account of what has happened in front of them?
 I think it should be taken with most seriousness, as children who witness abuse can have some long-lasting effects on them and can continue that cycle of abuse. 

The age of liability in criminal proceedings for children is 10. Do you feel this age is appropriate in a family court to get children to participate in the arrangements made for them? 
I feel children should have their say and should be effectively and independently supported.

Do you think where there is a history of domestic violence that a child arrangement order could be tried within the criminal law system?
 Potentially, but criminal law is ruthless, and I have seen DV victims ripped apart by defence lawyers. I don’t think I have ever supported a victim through court, and none have said if they have known what it was going to be like, they wouldn’t have gone through it. However, with criminal court victims have special measures to provide evidence, so they do not need to see the perp. 
Do you feel that Cafcass give an accurate account when assisting cases where domestic violence is present?
 I think if there is domestic abuse is present, CAFCASS should have an early invention to ensure victims and children are supported. I it would be effective to work in a multi-agency approach as court can been very stressful.  
There are repercussions for victims of domestic violence and how to establish safe contact for children after the relationship has broken down, how do you think the courts can assist making this transition smoother?
Courts need to work as a multi-agency approach to ensure that victim and children are fully supported to establish safe contact for all. 

Do the courts have an issue with acknowledging domestic violence within psychological form as opposed to physical evidence?
 Yes. Psychological abuse is not easy for a victim to recognise. Those who are perpetrator of psychological abuse, are very intelligent controlling an able to manipulate the situation. 
Do perpetrators gain more control when issuing steps to gain a child arrangement order post-separation, how do you think this is handled currently? 
Yes, they do, and it is not dealt with very well. I feel this is not even considered by the courts. Especially if the victim has been afraid to report the abuse to the police. Or often emotional abuse is hard to recognise by the victim. So, there is no evidence.  
Are men able to claim equally to being victims of domestic violence and do you feel there is more of a push to get equal rights as women in regard to contact with a child?
 I do feel it is harder for males. Males are less likely to speak up.  
Is the perpetrator enabled with control and manipulation by the courts as a result of child arrangement?
 Yes 
Do you feel victims accounts of emotional distress impact the courts’ rulings in any way?
 No 
Do you feel victims of domestic violence are given enough resources and support to continue in a court agreement once agreed? 
No. Often The abuse will be continued despite the agreement in place. Boundaries are pushed and the perpetrator will still try and control the situation. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all participants for taking part in my research. The response has been wonderful and if anyone wishes to have a copy of my findings can do so upon request.
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Q.2 Do you think a contact centre should be made mandatory for handovers and/or contact between the perpetrator and their children regardless of the severity? 


Q2.	3rd Party	Contact Centre	5	2	

Q6. Looking at the study in 2005 of the Hague and Malos, it is apparent that the main perpetrator of domestic violence is known to be men. However, studies also show men also being victims. Do courts recognise this within child arrangements order?


Q6.	Men Victims Noticed 	Women Victims Noticed	Too Slow in Approach	1	3	3	
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