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Introduction
In this document, the writer will aim to describe and evaluate activities which are utilised in a secondary school setting and the effectiveness of its role in promoting Welsh culture.  Furthermore, the writer will critically explore and evaluate each activity regarding how well it successfully upholds and adheres to guidance, policy and legislation such as the Successful Frameworks (Donaldson, 2015) and Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Act as well as local policy within the school environment (Welsh Government, 2021). 
Rationale 
Throughout Welsh history, the country has been subjected to unfortunate setbacks which in turn have had a severe impact on its culture. Historical events such as the Acts of Union 1536 and the Blue Books of 1847 (The National Library of Wales, 2024). have contributed heavily to making the Welsh language secondary to the English language as it completely outlawed the use of the language in official capacity. For example, due to the Acts of Union, members of the public were forbidden from using their native language in court which was a severe disadvantage as they could not fully defend themselves or even fully understand what they may be accused of.  Additionally, any sense of independence between England and Wales was lost as the Acts of Union abolished any legal difference between the two countries and they became one (History Extra, 2019). 
The Blue Books of 1847 created one of the biggest barriers to the Welsh language and were detrimental to the relationship between Welsh culture and its people. These were a series of reports carried out by three non-Welsh speakers which highlighted concern for the quality of education along with the morals and customs of Welsh people.  Going as far as describing the Welsh language as a “vast drawback” and a “manifold barrier to the moral progress and commercial prosperity of the people” (Johnson & Vaughn 1847), these reports deeply affected and negatively altered the perception of the people of Wales. Due to this portrayal, the lasting impacts which include a disconnection between Welsh citizens and their language are still felt today (Morgan, 2013). 
Fortunately, in education progressive steps forward have been made in modern times as the Education Reform Act (1988) made the Welsh language a compulsory subject for learners in key stage 3 to increase confidence in the language as part of a “bilingual Wales” (Welsh Government, 2017).  The Cwricwlwm Cymreig (1993) built upon this by putting into place an independent curriculum for Welsh education which would see particular subjects such as history and geography focus more on Wales whilst other core subjects such as science and mathematics would still adhere to the national curriculum across England and Wales (Welsh Government, 2013). By giving Welsh students a separate curriculum, the hope was that there would be more opportunities for young people to connect to their culture and develop language skills which would aid them in employment as well as socially as a citizen of Wales.   
The Welsh Language Act (1993) also contributed to a resurgence in the use of the Welsh language as it enabled and promoted the use of Welsh in legal documents and gave the language equal standing in terms of its official use. This meant that where there was use of English signage, Welsh could also be provided for those who would seek to read in their native tongue (Welsh Government, 2020). This is supported by the Welsh Language Commission they monitor Welsh language standards, making sure that equality of language is upheld across the country (Welsh Language Commissioner, 2025). 
More recently, further dedication to making Wales a prosperous place for its people is shown as the Welsh Government put forward the Well-being of Future Generations Act (2015) which outlines seven connected well-being goals for Wales (see Appendix A).  This can be seen as a direct contrast to combat and remedy the generational effects which were felt in Wales due to the Blue Books of 1847 as these seven goals highlight a more vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language (Welsh Government, 2015).   
Key frameworks such as ‘Successful Futures’ (Donaldson, 2015) were published to provide guidance for educators and current pedagogy. This has given the Welsh people and its students a chance of deepening their connection to their native culture which is beneficial for numerous reasons. For example, it may help younger people to feel more connected to their community and identity. It is important to understand the significance of schools in sustaining key aspects of Welsh identity. For example, it can be argued that the Welsh Government have made a link to Froebelian principles regarding connectedness and community with importance placed on Cynefin; The feeling of belonging (Daubney, 2022).
Furthermore, this Act outlined ambitious achievements which are hoped to be reached by 2050 to enrich Wales’ national identity. One such goal is for Wales to be “the best place to live, learn, work and do business” (Welsh Government, 2014).  Another key target set by the Welsh Government is ‘Cymraeg 2050’; a long-term strategy set in place to raise the number of Welsh speakers in Wales to one million by the year 2050 (Welsh Government, 2017).   However, research taken from the Welsh Language: Wales 2021 census shows that despite an increased effort to promote Welsh through legislation and education, the number of Welsh speakers in Wales has declined from 562,000 in 2011 to 538,000 in 2021 (Office for National Statistics, 2022). 
While it is suggested that this may have been due to extraordinary financial difficulties related to the 2019 Covid pandemic, this is was a cause for concern within the Welsh Government and in 2024, the Welsh Language and Education Bill was published which seeks to increase efforts to support the Welsh language (Senedd Cymru, 2024).  Specifically, the Welsh Language and Education Bill would achieve this by increasing the funds allocated towards Welsh medium schools as well as support for Welsh education within English medium schools across Wales and in turn support the Cymraeg 2050 goal of one million Welsh speakers in Wales. When discussing the strategic plan for this, it was stated “Over £128m of Welsh-medium capital funding has been approved to increase Welsh-medium education provision across Wales since 2018, with plans to further expand financial support during 2024 to 2025. The investment will enable more learners to become confident bilingual speakers” (Welsh Government, 2024). 
Finally, the most impactful example of positive change for education in Wales is the Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Act (2021). This is a modern piece of legislation which outlines statutory requirements for education in Wales for ages three to sixteen (Welsh Government, 2021). One of the most important aspects of the Act is the four main purposes enabling pupils to develop into healthy, ambitious ethical and enterprising citizens of Wales and the world (See appendix B). 
Each of these developments in Welsh history gives needed insight into the current pedagogy of education in Wales today. The writer will now detail activities which are utilised in a local setting and discuss how they uphold the frameworks put in place by the Welsh Government. It is the writers aim that these activities will demonstrate the significance of schools in sustaining the Welsh language, cultural, historical and geographical features. 













Activity One: History or Legend
Description
In this activity, the participants are read a series of statements about Welsh historical events, and they must decide whether these statements are old legends based on Welsh Folklore or if they are non-fictional historical events. To decide, the participants move to a side of the classroom or outdoor area which are labelled or assigned “History” / “Legend”. In this activity, participants are not punished for getting an answer wrong and remain in the game as the sole purpose of this exercise is to educate rather than place emphasis on competition. 
Examples of these statements could include:
· “King Arthur was a Welsh king with a powerful sword named Excalibur” (Visit Wales 2024). 
· “In 1969 Prince Charles delivered an entire speech in Welsh on the day he became the prince of Wales” (National Archives 2022). 
Evaluation
This activity is simple and easy to set up as it requires no extra equipment and can prove to be educational regarding Welsh history. This activity can be repeated frequently to build upon knowledge of local culture and history which links to Piaget’s theory of cognitive development as building upon existing knowledge helps a student to assimilate to the subject over time (Piaget, 1969). Further links to educational theorists such as Frobel could also be made as this is a physical game which can be placed in an outdoor environmental setting which is considered beneficial in strengthening awareness, social relationships and self-reflection (Tovey, 2020).
This activity can be easily adapted to suit the needs of pupils with ALN such as mobility issues. For example, inclusivity can be ensured by creating cards labelled “History” and” Fiction” which can be held up or pointed to etc. An activity such as this can be considered good practice when linked to the Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Act 2021 as it can contribute to a feeling of belonging and connection to Welsh heritage also known as “Cynefin” (Welsh Government, 2021). 
In the setting, there has been improvement of knowledge surrounding Welsh history and mythology.  Pupils have reported to enjoy learning about Welsh kings and links to royalty in modern times. However, one set back of this activity is that it could be limited to the subject of history and does not promote language or geography as successfully.  While discussion surrounding mythology and legends can be thought provoking and engaging for younger students, there is a possibility that discussion about Welsh history can be undermined by its association with fiction, thus diminishing the impact of such events and potential interest in real history (The Economic Times, 2015). 
For these reasons, this activity could be improved by expanding on history which is mentioned and finding ways of exploring Welsh mythology without diminishing interest in non-fictional events. In terms of developing language skills, this activity could be improved by involving the Welsh translation for “History/Legend” which is “Hanes” and “ Chwedl”.  Use of incidental Welsh language in activities such could be beneficial as they offer students opportunities to put the language into practice and engage with their culture in an enjoyable way (Estyn, 2013). 


Activity Two: Mae Simon Yn Dweud
Description
This game is primarily used for students of a younger age as some older pupils may not find it engaging due to its association with early years education. Mae Simon Yn Dweud is the Welsh version of Simon Says which is well-known game traditionally played in the English language. The aim of this activity is to engage pupils with the Welsh language whilst having fun in physical exercise. The extent of these exercises can be as simple or as complex as the game host intends it to be and can easily be adapted for participants who may not be as mobile as others. 
The rules are identical to those of the English version in which the participants must perform an action but only if the words “Mae Simon Yn Dweud” come before the instruction. If pupils perform the action without this phrase being said, they have been caught out and only those who listened closely continue until only one pupil is remaining. 

Examples: 
· “Mae Simon yn dweud eisteddwch” - Simon says sit down!
· “Sefwch” - Stand up!
· Further examples (See Appendix C)
 




Evaluation
Implementation of this game in a classroom setting has proven to be engaging and enjoyable as it is intended to be. The game successfully promotes the use of the Welsh language in ways which challenge the students to retain their knowledge which can link to educational theorists and current framework which has been established to promote vision of a bilingual Wales. One such framework is Siarter Iaith which offers guidance and support in how schools can successfully implement and promote the use of Welsh in their classrooms (Welsh Government, 2019). Specifically, this activity links to the policy and ethos of the school by helping students to develop pride in their Welsh culture (See Appendix D). 
Similarly to the first task, this game can link to constructivism theorists such as Piaget due to building knowledge over time in a repeated task (Piaget, 1969). To further expand upon this, students could be asked to reflect on the task and set goals for how they may try and remember certain instructions (Mascolo & Fischer, 2004). Secondly, this task can be directly linked to the theory of bilingualism created by Jim Cummins as it is known that one of the key parts of learning a language for children is the ability to respond to instructions in that language also known as action words (Baker, 2014). From a critical perspective, this activity can be daunting to students who struggle with retaining information especially if they are not a Welsh speaker. However, learning through making mistakes and repetition is known to be a healthy and necessary experience to improve (Piaget, 1969). 

The activities in relation to their setting
While Birchgrove Comprehensive includes promotion of Welsh culture within their ethos and vision for their school (See Appendix D), a recent interim inspection by Estyn and previous inspections suggests that there is room for improvement in this area (Estyn, 2024). The activities above demonstrate a proactive approach towards guidance and frameworks from recent years and although there has been calls for improvement in expanding the use of Welsh Language in the school, it should be noted that due to increased emphasis in this field, such has been the case for many schools in modern times with the ethos of the new curriculum for Wales in mind (Welsh Government, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Int_Peg9YrWJ][bookmark: _Int_kz7JgkgO][bookmark: _Int_U4bkBH4w]Due to increased pressure placed upon schools across the country by the Welsh Government to adhere to current frameworks, it is clear that education plays a vital role in the growth of the Welsh language, culture and knowledge of its history.  



Appendices 
A) Seven connected goals for well-being in Wales
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(Welsh Government, 2015)








 


B) The Four Purposes 
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(Welsh Government, 2021) 

C) Twinkle image of Simon says instructions 
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(Twinkle, 2025)

D) Vison and Ethos of Birchgrove Comprehensive School [image: ]
(Birchgrove Comprehensive School, 2025) 
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Vision and Ethos / Nod ac Amcanion

* To maximise every pupil's academic potential in a safe, caring and supportive learning
environment.

To provide high quality teaching and learning experiences that will transfer into the skills
and qualifications required for lifelong learning and employment.

To ensure that high standards of achievement,literacy and numeracy are at the heart of the
school learning community.

To develop pride in our Welsh identity and positive values for life.

To ensure that the health and wellbeing of our pupils is central to our school philosophy.

To develop pupils’ social skills through the provision of wide-ranging extracurricular
experiences and engagement with our community.

To be recognised as an inclusive learning community, with high expectations for all our
pupils and ensuring that they are prepared for their future development as young adults.
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Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Act
2021

The Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Act 2021 (‘the 2021 Act’) establishes the statutory framework for a
curriculum for 3 to 16 year olds — the Curriculum for Wales — which is based on areas of learning and experience. The
four purposes of a curriculum, as set out in section 2, are to enable pupils and children to develop as:

« ambitious, capable leamers, ready to learn throughout their lives
« enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work

« ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world

« healthy, confident individuals, ready to live fulfiling lives as valued members of society

The 2021 Act also:

sets out the general requirements a curriculum must satisfy
makes provision about associated progression and assessment arrangements

establishes a continuum of leamning for 3 to 16 year olds

disapplies the requirement to teach English up to the age of 7
includes limited effects on the curriculum for leamers above compulsory school age at maintained schools.





