Critically discuss Celtic coinage in the Tectosage area shows the influence of the Greeks and Romans in the 3rd- 1st century BC
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Coinage is a good part of the archaeological record to look at when searching for Roman or Greek influences in the Celtic world. This is because you can clearly look for similarities and difference in the iconography and language choices, in some areas you can see where the Celts have taken an image or idea from a Roman or Greek coin and made it more abstract to fit with the La Tene art style of the iron age. The idea of coins also comes from the contact between the Celtic world and that of the Mediterranean, this is observed where first minted by the Celts being around the same size and weight as the Greek coins used in trade (Hong, 2001). The fact that they also put the local or Greek ruler on the coin depending on its purpose also adds credence to the coins coming from a Mediterranean influence (Hong, 2001). The appearance of Greek and Roman coins in Temperate Europe Oppidum’s shows contact between nations and a spread of influence.
Coins in the ancient world were made by casting a metal into a mould with the image and inscriptions relevant to the local area or to signifying which mint the coins where created at, for example a local plant which is used in trade and special for the area (Rivera. et al. 2001). The ancient coins could also be made by striking between engraved dies, again to leave the intended mix of images, symbols and inscriptions (Rivera. et al. 2001). This process allowed hundreds of coins this the same set of inscriptions to be made, though those made later may have more faded or less clear images due to worn indents in the mould. Using numismatics archaeologist aim to be able to tell the location of the coin production due to the images on the coins and their metallurgical composition rather than the location of the hoard (Rivera. et al. 2001). This is significant to finding out the Hellenistic influences on Temperate Europe during the 3rd to 1st century BC because hoe the coins spread and how far they go can help archaeologists find clear similarities in the images or inscription style (language). 
Celtic coins before Roman occupation or working as mercenaries is thought to have been used a tributes, bride prices and such, not like money we see today (Tapavički-Ilić, 2005). These early coins were made of gold and silver I is only when the Hellenistic world beings to have a greater influence on the Celtic peoples that we see bronze and potin coins being minted (Tapavički-Ilić, 2005). The fact that the Celts are known as mercenaries in Ancient Europe can be seen in the coinage with the coins depicted Phillip II spreading wide over Temperate Europe due to ‘Celts’ taken part in the Hellenistic army (Tapavički-Ilić, 2005). 
One of the main sites from the Tectosage area (which is the south of France on the Mediterranean near Marseille, along the coast until the Pyrenees) that I am looking at is Latara. I chose this site because they have catalogued over 6,000 coins in 4 hoards (totalling 5,185coins) and individually throughout the settlement (totalling 1,618 coins) (Luley, 2008). The majority of the coins found at this site where minted at Massalia (Marsielle), the minority from Languedoc and other places around Gaul and occasionally further from the Hellenistic world. During the period 3rd to 1st century BC the amount of evidence for coins goes up with over 100 coins minted in Massalia found sating to come in the 1st century BC (Luley, 2008). These dates can be gotten using the weight of the coins because the earlier they are the heavier they are, (Tapavički-Ilić, 2005.) along with where they are situated in the Archaeological record, however having coins in situe is difficult as seen in the 4th hoard from Latara which was disturbed heavily by ploughing (Luley, 2008). What we must be aware of it that many of the coins found in rubble or individual site in Latara are there due to being left behind at the abandonment of the area or being forgotten or lost by those in occupation (Luley, 2008).
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Image above is of a sample of coins found in Lattara, near Masalia in the Tectosage area.
1–2, silver Massalian obols. One side has the head of juvenile; the reverse has a wheel with MA. 
3-4, are silver monnaies `a la croix. One side has an unknown head (could be a god, hero or local leader); the reverse side has a cross and motifs in the conons.
5, is a silver obol from Nemausus (in the colonial period, pre-Augustus). One side has a bearded head with a helmet; the reverse side has the latin legend “NEM COL”. 
6, is a silver Massaliann drachma (so is from the local area). One side has a bust o Artemis; the reverse has a lion with the legend “MA∑∑(A)” above and “ΛIHTΩN” below. 
7, is a Massalian small bronze. One side has the head of Apollo; the reverse has a bull with the legend “MA∑∑A” above and “꙱A” below. 
8, is a bronze coin from Ibero-Languedoc (which is to the west and further into modern day Spain). One side has the head of a women (she could be a goddess, queen, leader, priestess or daughter of a hero or god); on the reverse is a running bull with a wreath above and an Iberian inscription below. The identification and descriptions of the coins are based on Py (2006) (photo is courtesy of Lattes excavations). (Luley, 2008)
Using the image above I can draw comparisons between Greek and more Celtic coins while also attempting to understand the influence the area had on the coins. I can do this because Massalia was a Greek city, so the coins that are ‘Massalian’ have been more greatly influenced by Greek coinage style. That there is a Massalian ‘drachma’ which is the currency of the Greek’ wold we can definitely say that the Hellenistic world had an influence on the coinage minted in this area. We can see that the influence has spread into the Iberian world because all the coins depicted above have a head or bust on one side, though we can clearly identify those with a greater connection to the Hellenistic world though how detailed the heads are and how similar the art style is that of Greek and Roman statuary. We can see this with how the hair is positioned and curly, the fact that according to Py’s interpretation of the coins, 6 and 7 are supposed to have the head of a Greek goddess and god depicted on them also shows influence that the Helenistic world is spreading with Massalia being a Greek named city or oppida.
In conclusion, by using coins found in Lattara, we can observe how great the influence from the Greek and Roman worlds was. We can see it in the change of material and perhaps the development of a monetary economy based on coins in the area. The coin’s similar iconography of heads on one side and an inscription of where the coin was made along with an image important to the place show many similarities with Hellenistic coins, and as such are examples of their influence in the Celtic world. The language of the inscription also gives us a chance to see if Greek or Latin were making their way into temperate Europe furthering the influence of the Hellenistic world. Overall, I think that the Greeks and Romans played a large part in the influence of coinage in the Tectosage area of Temperate Europe.
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