Slavery legacy database
Nathaniel Wells was the son of a merchant and sugar planter who had moved to St Kitts and his mother was his father’s house servant who was in slavery. Nathaniel had other illegitimate siblings but he was the only son and so in 1794 he inherited his father’s three sugar plantations in St Kitts worth £120,000.
   Nathaniel had been educated in England and in 1802 he bought the Piercefield Estate near Chepstow for the sum of £90,000. The estate had formerly belonged to Valentine Morris and his father who had both been involved in slavery themselves. Nathaniel had been a Justice of the Peace and Sheriff of Monmouthshire. He was also a church warden and contributed to the maintenance of the church. He was a father and had ten children with each of his two wives.
   In 1837 Nathaniel received £1,400 9s 7d in compensation for the loss of 86 slaves for his plantations Fahies and Orton. 
   His home of Piercefield House still stands today but is a ruined shell. An internet search on Nathaniel Wells shows that today he is remembered as Britain’s first black sheriff. 
