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Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: LAURA DAVIES 

	STUDENT ID No.: 1922429

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
Evaluating the impact of Covid-19 on domestic violence and it’s victims within Wales, in addition to the effect on domestic violence support services.
INTRODUCTION:
I have chosen this topic because, domestic related incidents cover a high percentage of calls received by South Wales Police. Therefore, this is prevalent topic, carrying high risk to many people from all walks of life.  

The UK Government define Domestic Abuse as “any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality”, (Home Office, 2013).

At the end of 2019, the world encountered a new pandemic called Covid-19, which began to take extensive effect in the UK from March 2020. Immediately the effects of this were devastating for so many people, as it caused major health concerns leading to death, but this was not the full extent of damage. Covid-19 had further effects on people’s lives, such as people working from home or even loss of jobs leading to financial difficulties and schools being closed for long periods, meaning all family members were staying at home.  A compelling concern however, is how the lockdown measures of the pandemic lead to an increase of domestic abuse.

For so many people, mainly women and children, being confined the living space of the home address for 24 hours, 7 days a week, and months on end was a worst-case scenario to be in. This provided the vulnerable people with no escape route from the perpetrator as they were all locked behind closed doors.  

Only the abusers are responsible for causing domestic abuse, however, Covid-19 provided significant opportunity for these abusers to escalate their behaviour, and for the victims to be trapped, suffering from it. 

Additionally, Covid-19 posed many problems for emergency services and other professional agencies, to provide initial and long-term support routes for these victims and in aiding their outbreak. 

The World Health Organisation stated in 2021, “Domestic violence and abuse is a major public health, criminal justice and human rights issue. It is a significant cause of ill-health and inequality, and has adverse social, psychological and economic impacts for individuals, families and communities across the life course”. This highlights that an existing crisis has been put in the spotlight, and that the effects have intensified. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

I have set out four objectives to clarify the information I want to collect on this topic. Firstly, I aim to investigate the impact of domestic abuse upon victims, by looking at the short and long terms effects of domestic violence. Secondly, to examine how lockdown measures have limited access to support, both from specialist domestic abuse services and informal support networks such as friends and family. Thirdly, to establish the impact this topic had on those support services. Lastly, I will explore police officers’ perspectives, relating to their experience of domestic related incidents prior and during covid. 

	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Two and a half years after the global pandemic first started, we are now at a point where there is a growing literature base that recognises the need for lines of safeguarding and support for domestic abuse victims identified during this time. 

Women’s Aid released a report only six months into the pandemic, relating to the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on Domestic Abuse. This report was named; A Perfect Storm. The report comments that Domestic Abuse has worsened during Covid-19, and it demonstrates the impact on survivors, how abusers use the pandemic as a tool of abuse and how the services supporting victims are affected.  

One of the statistics from this report states, “Over 90% of respondents currently experiencing domestic abuse said the Covid-19 pandemic had negatively impacted in at least one way. Of those women living with their abuser during lockdown, 61% said the abuse had worsened. More than two-thirds said they felt they had no one to turn to during lockdown”, (Women’s Aid, 2020). In greater depth the report further explains how the pandemic has affected domestic abuse and the victim’s by a deterioration in mental health/wellness, bringing back trauma of past abuse, perpetrators using Covid-19 to control and manipulate, and the impact of lockdown restrictions on freedom to leave or seek help.

The Office for National Statistics also released information in 2020, regarding the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on domestic abuse in Wales. This report states, “Police recorded crime data show an increase in offences flagged as domestic abuse-related during Covid-19”, (ONS, 2020). This statement reiterates the message written in ‘A Perfect Storm’, that domestic abuse has increased during the global pandemic.

As this topic is still particularly pertinent, research studies are not excessively refined, and although the literature base is developing, there is currently little existing research which refers specifically to Wales. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

To aid me in achieving my objectives, I will research the topic by utilising sources available to me such as the internet, and any relevant journals and articles. Other areas of information I will look to obtain research from are South Wales Police Domestic Abuse Unit, Live Fear Free  Agency and the NHS Direct. 

I will also develop a short electronic web-based survey consisting of approximately 10-15 questions. l will then distribute this survey to a wide number of police officers, working for South Wales Police, requesting that they participate in completing it. Their answers provided will all be based on their personal experience and knowledge of the subject.  This will enable me to acquire a valid set of data. I am expecting this data to make a substantial and effective contribution to answering the research question. By exposing this survey to colleagues in the same role, I will seek first-hand information from officers who hold a varied wealth of knowledge and experience in dealing first hand with this matter. 

I will send this survey out as a web link in an email, and encourage officers to complete it during their working day. I will ensure the questions are short, clear and concise to avoid any time constraints and maintain focus of the topic. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The sample group used for the web-based survey, are experts in their field of dealing first hand with domestic related incidents, and are often the first point of contact for the victims. Therefore, their perspectives will provide true, accurate and up to date information. 

I also aim to speak with two domestic abuse support agencies, namely Women’s Aid and a local women’s refuge. If successful, this along with research from South Wales Police Domestic Abuse Unit, Live Fear Free  Agency and the NHS Direct, could provide expert information and a true understanding of the topic.

The information gained from these methods will provide me with the most reliable evidential material. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Regarding my research, all completed web survey’s will be anonymous and the results and recommendations from the survey will not be shared publicly. The survey is solely for the purpose of answering this title question. All participants will be assured that their names or any identifiable information will not be divulged and confidentiality will be maintained. 

The same confidentiality standards will be upheld when gathering research from all other sources and bodies / agencies. 


	TIME SCALE:
I will follow the proposed submission dates for completion of each section of the dissertation. 
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