Timeframe
[bookmark: _Int_60vKw1VY]If you can get access to the courses and complete them all within the first try then it will take you
Intro to coaching football – 4 weeks
UEFA C License – 16-20 weeks
UEFA B License – 9 – 12 months
UEFA A License – 1 year
UEFA PRO License – 18 months 
It would take a minimum of 4 years to complete all of these courses.
Coach education pathway
The football coach education pathway normally starts with foundational courses like the FA Level 1 in coaching football, then progressing through many different levels, culminating in elite coaching qualifications to then acquire the pinnacle of coaching badges, the UEFA Pro License. You can also take part in specialist courses such as goalkeeping coaching courses, futsal coaches and also disability football coaching. “There are various strands in The FA’s coach education pathway. The “core” strand comprises of The FA Level 1 in Coaching Football through to The FA Level 5 (UEFA Pro) in Coaching Football. Other strands feature specialist courses, including goalkeeping, Futsal and disability football” (The FA, 2016).
Pre entry requirements
Coaches must undergo an assessment process which includes completing a theory assessment, submitting an assessed coaching session, and undertaking a practical assessment. For every course, you will also have to purchase the course such as the UEFA C License is £550-£650 but then the UEFA PRO License is £9,890.
Essential skills
Some of the essential skills of being a football coach are leadership, communication, tactical knowledge, and the ability to motivate and develop players. According to the Government website (GOV.UK, 2024) you need to have the ability to monitor your own performance and that of your colleagues, to be thorough and pay attention to detail, and the ability to use your initiative. These skills are essential to making a excellent coach and therefore an excellent team. 


Work experience 
You could do various work experience and courses that most people can complete to build their own personal portfolio. Some of the different things they can do are BT Playmaker by England Football, FA Level 1 Introduction to coaching football. They can also gain quality experience through grassroots coaching and volunteering/shadowing at local grassroots clubs to gain a good insight on how other clubs and managers run their clubs. “A more experienced coach will have a clearer philosophy about how they want to play the game and how they intend to brief their players on doing so, honed over many hours on the training pitch” (We Make Footballers, 2019)
Location
Solent University, Southampton, England
Certification
FA Level 1
FA Level 2
UEFA C License 
UEFA B License
UEFA A License
UEFA PRO License 
Overall costs
FA Level 1 - £150
FA Level 2 - £ £320
UEFA C License £650
UEFA B License - £720
UEFA A License - £3000
UEFA PRO License - £9,890
The total cost to complete the entire pathway from FA Level 1 through to the UEFA Pro License is approximately £14,730. This figure does not include additional costs, such as travel, accommodation, or additional resources required for each course.
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