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Provide a critical analysis of safeguarding children practices and policies in England (historical and present day) including legislations, policies, and procedures.






Introduction 
Children and young are vulnerable they are exposed to risks there are a lot of factors that can contribute to this child neglect is where people fail to meet a child's basic needs and the most common form of child abuse by neglecting a child and failing to provide for its needs it often leads to child abuse which can put a child in to danger there are many forms of neglect and children should have the right to feel safe therefore the policies and procedures legislations and safeguarding that has been put in place for children and vulnerable helps to protect them and help families that need help.  

In the developed countries in the early 20th century there were no strands or protection for children there had to work with adults in an unhygienic dangerous condition and there was no safeguarding in place to protect children from any harm. Injustice of their situation led to better understanding and better needs of children and ways to help protect them. Due to this children's policies were put into place and international standards were put into place and children's rights have advanced in the past century however there are still goals that need to be filled (History of child rights, 2021). 

Safeguarding is a process of protecting children from harm and ensuring they are receiving effective care. Safeguarding is preventing impairment of children's health and development. Safeguarding is protecting children from harm neglect and abuse. Safeguarding aides, a child's development as if they are safe then they will have more focus on learning and not stressing. Effective safeguarding ensures they have the best outcomes and giving them equal opportunities in life. Effective safeguarding is achieved through the support of several organisations working cooperatively as a team ensuring they have safeguarding policies and procedures to ensure that every child has a right to identical protection from harm. This is done for any child regardless of age,gender,sex,disability or religion. Safeguarding can be done to protect children from harm and maltreatment. As well as ensuring all children have the best outcomes and they grow up with the best provision and care. (Safeguarding children and child protection | NSPCC Learning, 2021). If safeguarding was not used, then children would face significant harm such as maltreatment abuse neglect or events that can damage the child's physical or mental health these events can include traumatic events. (Petty, 2021).

The United Nations Convention on the rights of the children (UNCRC) defines a child as anyone that is under the age of 18 under the law applicable to the child majority is attained earlier and in England it is the same anyone that is under 18th birthday even if they live independently or are in further education or are in a member of armed forces they should still be legally children and be given the same protection and entitlement as any other child.(department of education 2018a). (Children and the law | NSPCC Learning, 2021). In 1989 government worldwide promised all children same rights by adopting the (UNCRC). The UK the convections on 1990 proved it on 16 December 1991 and it came into force on 15 January 1992 (United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 2021). There are 54 articles put in place and all are important as they layout rights of children to promote children rights as children and young are more vulnerable to abuse and exploitation compared to adults. There are acts put in place to fulfil their rights and to promote support and to protect the core value of the convention. The 54 articles cover all aspects of a child's life such as civil political economic social and cultural rights. These articles also explain how the adults and government should work together to make sure all children can enjoy their rights. There are 4 articles that are seen as special. 
The first one is non-discrimination (article 2). The aim of article 2 is everyone working within it should take suitable measures to ensure a child is protected against discrimination and punishment. (The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 2021). 
Article 3 the aim of this is to identify the interests of young children and people should be taught that about all levels of society and that their rights should be respected by people in power. (Article 3 - Adults must do what’s best for me, 2021).
Article 6 recognises that all children and young people have the right to survive and the right to develop and the government should do all it can to prevent deaths. (Article 6 - I should be supported to live and grow, 2021).  
And article 12 is being able to speak up and children should be able to know their rights and exercise them (Article 12 - I have the right to be listened to and taken seriously, 2021).
All the articles are important and play a different role to protect children from harm and ensure they receive their rights.


One example of a children's policy used in England which supports safeguarding is child sexual exploitation policies. The aim of this policy is to recognise if children and young people are at risk of exploitation. The aim is to take action to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and young people who are facing exploitation. (1.4.7 Child Exploitation: Policy, Procedures and Guidance, 2021). The strength of using this policy is children and young people will be saved and withdrawn from facing difficulties and problems such as exploitation. They will not face any forced decisions. If this policy was not considered it would have a negative impact on young children as they would be forced into situations that they may not want to be in and there would be no policy or investigations to support these vulnerable children. 

Children are vulnerable in our society they depend on us for care while they develop and grow. As in peter Connely's case it shows a lack of communication between authorities can lead to a child suffering for example Peters Connley's case and his death. After 17 months of suffering Peter Connley dies in his cot after suffering from various bruises and injuries, following abuse and neglect by his mother her boyfriend and boyfriend’s brother which led to further review of social services care in England by Lord Laming. He was on the Haringey's council and suffered more than 50 injuries as well as his family being seen by 60 agencies including social workers from the council. Baby P was 17 months when he died. Even though various authorities and groups were involved such as his doctor. Haringey Council, Social workers, Department of health,Hospital,Ofsted,NHS,Police, and court. Even though these were involved they failed to spot his injuries and help him overcome his difficulties leading to him continually being neglected and abused leading to his death. (UWTSD Moodle 2020/21: Log in, 2021). 
There are 4 main types of abuse which include physical,Sexual,Neglect and Emotional. (Child Abuse and Neglect: The Four Main Types, 2016). The Authorities should have noticed through there several visits that Peter Connley had been facing physical abuse such as hitting,beaten,pushed and mental abuse such as torture. He was physically abused this is evident through the signs such as bruises on his 2 eyes and a swollen head. When he was seen the authorities also failed to notice that the child was neglected, they could have checked he was not being neglected from the way he appeared for example looking scruffy. Hungry, Tiered, and dirty. When a social worker had come to see baby P his injuries were missed as the boy was deliberately smeared in chocolate to hide his marks. As this was an ongoing occurrence it should have been evident to the social workers that something was not right therefore, they should have paid more attention. All these people that were involved should have used corrective measures and followed their authorities' guidelines and paying more attention on how to support baby P for example identifying his marks and bruises. All the agencies and authorities involved in baby P case for example his doctor, social worker, and everyone else involved should have produced a child protection plan to ensure the child was safe and prevented from any suffering and the child's wealth fare heath and development was protected in the best interest of the child. The strength of following a child protection plan is it would have informed them of how a child could have stayed safe and how it could have been made better for the family and what kind of support could have been made for the family. Also, more unexpected visits could have been put into place to prevent harm to the child. Care act 2014 is also a legal framework for local authorities and other parts of the health and social care system for adults but also is used in the same way to safeguard children and the young. (Inspecting safeguarding in early years, education and skills settings, 2019).

Furthermore, OFSTED Practices could have been used as this would have promoted the welfare of the child. This means everything Ofsted do should be in the interests of children and they ensure that they provide regulate procedures for keeping children safe from abuse neglect and exploitation. Childrens act 1989 gives the children the right to be protected from abuse and exploitation and came into force in 1991 this act states that the best place for a child is with their family at home and the welfare of a child should be promoted by partnership and the family, even with this act in place the family and parners that were involved in baby p’s case they did not work together to help peter Conelly. (Wentworth, 2019). An updated act was introduced following the death of an 8-year-old Victoria Climbié in 2000 which was caused by multiple injuries arising from months of ill-treatment and abuse, because of this Lord Laming was asked by the government to conduct an inquiry to help decide whether it was needed to introduce new legislations to improve the child protection system in England, his report found massive failings as many as 12 agencies failed to protect children as a result of tis the Childrens act 1989 was updated to the Childrens act 2004 it is there to place a duty on local authorities and their partners like the Police Health service providers and youth systems to promote the well-being of children and young to make arrangements to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. (Evens, 2013). Eileen Munro’s final set of recommendation's also helped changed the system to focus and help children and their families, her 15 recommendations are to help children, families, and social workers. Eileen Munro believes social workers should have the right to decide how to access a child for its better, and for children help should be provided earlier on because it is harder to change family problems once problems have escalated, and the best way to reduce child neglect and abuse is to strengthen the family from the beginning she also believes that there is help that is being provided to families but there is not good coordination between the people involved Munro’s report has set out reformed proposals and enables professionals to make the best judgement to help young children and families. (The Munro Recommendations on Child Protection in England - Community Care, 2021).

By putting these acts in place, it helps children and young people stay protected and not suffer from abuse and neglect, these laws also help children keep safe and if all the organisations come together children would be safer and lives would be saved. Another important act that can be used by public bodies can be the Equality act 2010 Police Schools and hospitals can use this act to stop discrimination and promote equality. This act also protects characteristics such as age, gender, race, sex, and beliefs if private or public organisations treat people differently, they could be acting unlawfully, and action could be taken because this act is in place. (Equality Act 2010: guidance, 2013).Other things that you can do to help vulnerable children and young are if you feel something is wrong get people involved do not destroy evidence let the child talk and discuss the matter to someone that can help for example a manager, social services, police, or emergency service as they can look further into what kind of help the child needs and organisations can work together to help. 


Conclusion 
Children and the young are vulnerable and need looking after as adult whether you are a parent family member social worker foster carer or organisation, anyone that a caring for a child, a child should feel safe and protected. The (UNCRC) have made it law and put acts in place for children, young and families to feel safe and protected and when in danger have the law help them. If these acts help organisations come together and work together in order to keep people safe. Policys and legislations as well as safeguarding are all to help protect children. The importance of using these policies and procedures is and all the acts supporting the vulnerable children overcome issues such as neglect and safeguarding as well as abuse. The benefit of having these are it helps families and the authorities this is because they put action plans in place and by ensuring they successfully follow these they support children overcome issues and have a better start in life. Also, Lord Laming and Professor Eileen Munros enquiries report have also helped decide whether it was needed to improve new legislations to improve the child protection system in England. All of this has helped put in laws and legislations to help children and also authorities and organisations has helped them to work together but there still could be better coordination to help professionals make better judgement to help the young and their families.
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