Literature Review of Fisher, Nick. 2006. ‘Citizens, Foreigners and Slaves in Greek Society’, in Konrad H. Kinzl (ed.), Blackwell Companion to the Classical Greek World, Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 327-350
Fisher’s article attempts to focus on the other social groups living in Classical Greek society, the official registered immigrants and the slaves, and how they interacted with the male citizens. The main argument is that these groups were at a disadvantage, how the ability of free residents (but still not citizens) to be involved in interactions that were social and/or economic complicated rules and how the interaction between these groups caused strains amongst the population.
Attention is particularly placed on the Classical Greek states of Athens and Sparta. This is something Fisher does admit to in the introduction[footnoteRef:1], the reason for the emphasises on these two states is explained as being due to the fact that it is these two areas where the majority of the evidence for the article’s argument is found[footnoteRef:2]. However this means that the argument can only be made for these two areas and cannot be proven to be fact for the whole of Classical Greece as the set way of how these groups were treated and how they interacted, even Fisher shows this uncertainty saying  ‘probably everywhere’[footnoteRef:3].  [1:  Fisher 2006: 327]  [2:  Fisher 2006: 327]  [3:  Fisher 2006: 335] 

Fisher mentions other states in passing, for example, when talking about slave societies states places that were home to a large number of slaves are listed and assumed to therefore also be slave societies, like he claims Athens is[footnoteRef:4]. This listing of other places happens again when talking about Helots[footnoteRef:5] and when talking about where the immigrants originated from[footnoteRef:6]. Fisher it could be said is making up for the lack of evidence for other states by simply listing other areas to show that there was an effort to find evidence of other places. Interestingly, while it was stated the evidence is mainly found for Sparta and Athens, where Fisher provides research for further reading[footnoteRef:7] there is the recommendation for Whitehead’s article which talks about other Greek states[footnoteRef:8]. [4:  Fisher 2006: 328]  [5:  Fisher 2006: 328-29]  [6:  Fisher 2006: 338-39]  [7:  Fisher 2006: 345]  [8:  Whitehead 1984: 47-59] 

Even though the article is said to focus on Sparta and Athens there is a clear favour towards Athens. Sparta is, understandably, talked about heavily when the focus is on Helots but then the attention is arguably solely focused on Athens. Thus the previous criticism that Fisher’s ideas cannot be guaranteed to work with the reality of other Classical Greek states is furthered to be that the conclusions made about slavery and metics is Athenian centred and therefore may not even be accurate to the other state focused on, that state being Sparta. When it comes to metics Fisher does explain about Sparta’s policy on foreigners and the lack of evidence about how long or how frequent the policy of expelling foreigners was active[footnoteRef:9], however the criticism that this article is primarily about Athens is still arguably fair.       [9:  Fisher 2006: 339] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Despite appearing in the introduction to want to steer away from male citizens, Fisher makes it clear that the citizens’ wives and children will not be discussed but that even female members of the groups that will be mentioned will seemingly not be discussed either. The reason for this seems to be because, as explained by Fisher, another article in the book will delve into these matters[footnoteRef:10]. However Pomeroy’s article, which is the article Fisher is referring to, though it potentially could have provided cross over as it too focuses on Sparta and Athens, mainly consists of woman that were neither slaves nor metics[footnoteRef:11]. Also Pomeroy discusses myth and women’s status and role in the household, with only brief discussion about how they interacted with other social groups other than citizen males[footnoteRef:12]. Therefore it can be debated that Fisher could have included women into his discussion, although admittedly he does mention women it is mostly in terms of sex and children[footnoteRef:13] and it is reasonable to contest that there is more to bring to the discussion when it comes to women than that.    [10:  Fisher 2006: 327]  [11:  Pomeroy 2006: 250]  [12:  Pomeroy 2006: 355]  [13:  Fisher 2006: 344] 

To conclude Fisher dose state the argument clearly and does discuss everything set out in the introduction relatively successfully. Yet, without the inclusion of women and especially other states in the argument it is hard to be fully convinced by Fisher’s stance. 
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