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                                                                     LETCHWORTH 

Introduction 
Was Ebenezer Howard’s idea of a Garden City a success? In this essay I be researching into Ebenezer Howard’s idea of a Garden city and researching into the Letchworth which is the first Garden city that was designed of his vision. I will write about my research from using several different sources. At the end of this essay I will write my conclusion weather Ebenezer city and idea was a success or not with supported evidence. 
[bookmark: _Hlk36463431][image: See the source image]Discovery                                                  Garden cities was discovered by Ebenezer Howard, he wrote about this in the book he published called Tomorrow, A peaceful path to real reform. His idea of a garden city was that communities could live in harmony with nature. The city and towns would be surrounded by green field that                                           are easily assess. This was Ebenezer’s approach to overpopulated, deteriorated                                                                    Howard E. (1898)                                                                                                   industrial towns. The garden city created a response to better living for the community that live there. In his book he wrote “town and country must be married and out of this joyous union will spring new hope, a new life, a new salivation”. (Howard E. (1898) pg9-19) Ebenezer Howard the founder of garden cities and in 1899 the founder garden city’s association. Exploring the urbanized environment (2017) Letchworth- A potter’s history (2009)
[image: See the source image]                                                                                
Concept                                                                         The concept of a garden city is to make everything within walking distance. The homes will be near everything it requires. Each part of the city is to be split into zones with for industry, green space, housing and commerce. Letchworth- A potter’s history (2009) (Howard E. (1898) pg9-19)
[image: Image result for wellington garden ebenezer howard] 
Howard E. (1898)
Principles                                                                                                                   The principles of town and country is to marry the best parts of the town and the country, with all the opportunities and none of the problems which each created. Taken out the pollution in the air and giving everyone the opportunity to experience the It was designed to release pressure on urban land, offer arrange of facilities, middle of the countryside and outside the sphere of any existing city.    Exploring the urbanized environment (2017) Letchworth- A potter’s history (2009) (Howard E. (1898) pg9-19)                                                                                                 Howard E. (1898)
Investors                                                                                                                                                                       For his garden city to become a reality he had find investors, this caused him having to compromise on some of the ideas, these included public ownership replaced with landlords and the symmetrical design. These compromises meant that Ebenezer Howard got to see his own creation come to life. They found the land that they wanted to build the first garden city in 1903 in Hartford. Letchworth was official opening was in October in 1903. Though Ebenezer Howard came up with the idea, he could not form his ideas into a practical design and required additional help, this is when Raymond Unwin and Barry barker two architects from Buxton. Letchworth- A potter’s history (2009)
[image: See the source image]Master plan                                                               Raymond Unwin and Barry Barker came up with master plan of the garden city, it keeps seven of the original ideas that Ebenezer wrote about in his book. These included zoning of the different areas, transport infrastructure, houses away from the harmful pollutions that the factory produce, though keeping them at a walking distance for the community to have easy commute, it kept the green space, recreational space and agriculture that would surround the city. Letchworth- A potter’s history (2009) Johnathan Meades:: Letchworth Garden City (2/5) (2007)

[image: See the source image]Howard E. (1898) 
Letchworth was an experiment, the first city of its kind to show Ebenezer Howards idea, it was intended to get other cities to build the same way. It never relied on transport as Letchworth grow its own food. Letchworth met the vision of the profits from rent where put back into the town for the benefit of the people. One thing they used this money for was to do up their local cinema.  Letchworth- A potter’s history (2009) Johnathan Meades:: Letchworth Garden City (2/5) (2007)
                                                                                                                Garden city collection (2014)
Profit                                                                                                                                                                Letchworth started to make a profit just under ten years, this meant that Ebenezer could create a second town named welling garden city, located south of Letchworth. Though he created two garden cities, they were not as successful as Howard would have liked. 
[image: ]

Successful                                                                                                                                                  Letchworth was a success, it was recognized worldwide as the first Garden city in the world, it eventually turned over a profit allowing them to use the profit to invest back into Letchworth, some of this money has gone to revelation of the buildings. It encourages more Garden cities across the world such as wellington garden, the Garden city they have produced legislation and as a world are moving back towards Garden City. 
Unsuccessful                                                                                                                                                Letchworth was not successful to Ebenezer Howard due to the investors changing his original design only carrying forward seven parts of his idea, it took ten years to make a profit before he could go and build on. Though there are more Garden cities built from his design it was not enough for his vision. None of these cities carry out all of Ebenezer full idea. 
Legislation                                                                                                                                                                  from Letchworth Garden City legislation was made, town and country planning act 1974, Letchworth Garden city heritage foundation act 1995. “An Act to provide for the dissolution of Letchworth Garden City Corporation and the vesting of their undertaking in a society registered under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act 1965; to repeal the Letchworth Garden City Corporation Act 1962; and for connected purposes.” (Letchworth Garden City Heritage Foundation Act (1995) Letchworth garden city heritage foundation (2019)
Conclusion 
From researching into Ebenezer Howard’s work and researching into his first garden city, I have come to the decision that Ebenezer concept and ideas for the garden city that several of the idea was included into the design of Letchworth City was successful. This is for several reasons. The city is still a functional garden city and inspired others to be built such as Welling Garden City. The City managed to turn over its own profit with in ten years that gets invested back into the maintenance and upkeep of the Garden City. The principles that Ebenezer set was still met, Letchworth is a working example of marrying the town and country, take the best part of both and creating more opportunities. The city layout is still like Ebenezer original idea, providing the community with a clean environment by keeping everything within walking distance and keep the community far enough away from the pollutions that the factories released into the air. 
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