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Global Warming & Single Use Plastics
In this essay I will be discussing climate change through global warming, what it is, what it means for the planet and how society and industry can work together to mitigate it’s effects.
Global warming is one of the most important issues facing the world today.  Global warming is caused when greenhouse gases accumulate in the atmosphere and causes the earth’s temperature to rise (Johansen, 2008).  The increase in temperature has wide reaching consequences for the planet such as melting ice caps, rising sea levels and more frequent devastating weather events.  If the temperature continues to rise these severe events will be more frequent and the consequences will be worse for the planet and society (Greenwood, 2021).
The events industry is one of many sectors that contribute to global warming.  Events such as festivals, conferences and concerts require large amounts of energy to power their equipment and this energy is most often generated from fossil fuels which release further greenhouse gases in to the atmosphere (Admin, 2019)  Further, single use plastics used at and taken to events cause a lot of harm to the environment. A stadium that hosts 300 events per year generates 63.75 tons of plastic waste, through its use of 5.4 million single use cups (Upstream, 2021).  Single use plastics are a particular problem because they are often not recycled, 91% of all plastics are not recycled (Patoski, 2019) further, plastics can take over 400 years to decompose (Whiting, 2018) and continue to emit greenhouse gases throughout the process.  Some plastics never completely break down, they just become smaller and smaller and are ingested by marine life and eventually by humans through the food chain (Myers, 2022).
It is important that the events industry reduces its carbon footprint by prioritising sustainability, this can include using renewable energy sources such as solar and wind power, and by reducing the amount of waste generated during events.  It is estimated that each festival goer generates 2.8kg of waste during a 24 hour period (Martin, 2021).  Event planners can offset this by providing reusable or compostable materials and promoting programs that mitigate emissions generated during an event.
Further, encouraging attendees to reduce their own carbon footprint by promoting sustainable travel options such as carpooling, biking and public transport and providing incentives for attendees who choose to cut their travel emissions, event operators could become involved with this by providing a shuttle service.  Additionally, event organisers should promote sustainability wherever possible by choosing event locations that prioritise sustainability and have a lower carbon footprint.  This would mean selecting venues that have implemented sustainable practices such as using energy efficient heating and lighting or using recycled or repurposed materials in their construction.
It is important that society and the industry is educated to raise awareness about global warming and sustainable behaviour encouraged.  This could include advertising and marketing sustainable events, hosting discussions about sustainable practices and highlighting sustainable initiatives that everyone can participate in, like using plant based products such as bamboo for drinking vessels.
Climate change is not only a massive problem for contemporary society, it also poses big challenges for the events industry.  Extreme weather events, such as Hurricane Harvey in Texas, 2017 (Samuels, 2017) rising energy costs and changing public attitudes are all contributing to the need for more sustainable practices within the industry.  Whilst progress has been made in adopting sustainable practices there is still much work to be done to ensure that the industry is sufficiently resilient to the impacts of climate change.  By reducing energy consumption, using renewable energy sources, and promoting sustainable transportation and catering options, the events industry can help mitigate and reduce its impact on the environment as well as promote social responsibility.
Further, it is important to note that the events industry is not solely responsible for global warming, and reducing its carbon footprint alone will not solve the problem, by taking action to reduce its own impact the events industry can set an example for other industries to follow and inspire collective action to address this global issue.  According to Jan. W. Dash (Phd) “It is imperative to drive home the moral case for aggressive action…..the moral case in turn, will drive the political case” (Dash, 2021)
In conclusion, climate change is a global challenge that requires collective action from all sectors of society.  Industry and society must work in tandem to address the issue as both have a significant stake in its success or failure, and both are required to mitigate the effects of climate change.  Industry is a major contributor to greenhouse gas emissions in sectors such as energy, transportation and manufacturing.  To tackle climate change, industry must prioritise sustainability and take action to reduce its carbon footprint.  This should involve adopting renewable energy sources, such as wind and solar power, improving energy efficiency and implementing sustainable practices through the supply chain.
However, industry cannot tackle climate change alone.  Society plays a critical role in addressing this complex issue.  Individuals and communities can reduce their carbon footprint by making sustainable choices in their daily lives, such as using public transport, reducing energy consumption and consuming less meat and dairy products.
Moreover, society must hold industry accountable for its impact on the environment through advocacy and consumer pressure.  Consumers could choose to support companies that prioritise sustainability and transparency, and use their purchasing power to demand more sustainable products and practices.  Advocacy groups can push for policy changes and regulations that encourage sustainability and hold polluting companies accountable for their actions.
Collaboration between industry and society is crucial to tackle climate change.  By working together, they can develop and implement effective solutions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, promote sustainability, and protect the planet for future generations.  This collaboration can involve partnerships between companies and organisations, as well as engagement with local communities to understand their needs and priorities.
By working collectively and taking action by prioritising the complex issue of global warming together, organisations and society can mitigate the effects of climate change to a more sustainable future for everyone.
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Global warming is one of the biggest and most complex issues facing humanity today.  Global warming is caused when greenhouse gases accumulate in the atmosphere and cause the earth’s temperature to rise.  The consequences for the planet can already be seen in more frequent extreme weather events such as flooding and melting ice caps.
[image: ]
Industry is a major contributor to greenhouse gases through their gas emissions in sectors such as energy, transportation and manufacturing.  The events industry relies heavily upon these resources to power their event and transport goods, food and beverages.  In addition the events industry is a major distributor of single use plastics.
[image: ]
Whilst it is important to note that the events industry is not solely responsible for global warming, and reducing its carbon footprint alone will not solve the problem, by taking action to reduce its own impact the events industry can set an example for other industries to follow and inspire collective action to address this global issue.  
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Industry is unable to tackle climate change alone, society also has a critical role in addressing this complex issue.  Working collaboratively and taking action on global warming together, both industry and society can mitigate the effects of climate change to a more sustainable future for everyone.
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