This essay will discuss the Safeguarding of Children and Young people


This essay will discuss the Social Policy Safeguarding Children and Young People. Social Policy can be defined as policy activities that can influence welfare. (Hill, 2000)
Platt, 2018 describes Social Policy as the way societies across the world meet human needs for education, work, security, health and wellbeing. It addresses how societies and states respond to global changes. It will also look at the four main areas of abuse to look out for and The Children Act 1989 and how it has been amended, why it was amended and case studies on how these laws have failed in preventing harm to children and young people. 

Safeguarding is an action that is carried out to promote the welfare of children and ensure they are protected from any harm. Safeguarding means to protect children from maltreatment and abuse, to prevent harm that may affect their health or development and ensuring children and young people grow up with safe and effective care to enable them to have the best outcome. (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, 2014) Safeguarding is the responsibility of everyone. (GOV UK, 2014) Each of the UK’s four nations help to protect children from abuse and neglect by having their own protection system and laws. They each follow their own framework of legislation guidance and practice to help identify children who may be in risk of harm and to take required action to prevent any further abuse. (NSPCC, 2018)
When safeguarding a child there are four main areas of abuse to look out for, physical, sexual, emotional and neglect. There are many signs and symptoms to look out for in each area, however, symptoms can be quite similar. These may include change of behaviour, obvious injuries and can become very withdrawn. It is very important to look out for these as it could protect a child from harm. (educare, 2016)
There are a number of laws in place rather than a single piece of legislation to cover safeguarding. These laws are always being updated or amended. (WESSEX Local Medical Committees, 2016) For example, The Children Act 1989 was introduced to clarify and reform the many laws that already existed that were affecting children. The law set out a number of principles including the paramountcy principle which means the child’s welfare is paramount, this means the child’s welfare is more important than anything else. The court must also take in to consideration the feelings and wishes of the child. All efforts should be made to preserve the child’s family links and home. The Act clearly sets out in detail what local authorities and courts should be doing to protect the welfare of the children. (NSPCC, 2012)This Act was amended to reinforce that all organisations have a duty to safeguard and promote welfare when working with children, the act was then known as The Children Act 2004. (WESSEX Local Medical Comittiees, 2016) This Act was amended due to the death of Victoria Climbie in 2000. In 2003 the Every Child Matters Green Paper was published by the government, it proposed changes in policies and legislations which would decrease risks for children and increase their opportunities. Services would focus more effectively around the needs of children and their families. (GOV UK, 2018)  
These laws have not always worked effectively, for example, Victoria Climbie died aged eight from abuse by her auntie and her boyfriend despite many visits to the hospital and social services, police, housing and many other multi-agencies being involved in her case. (University of Huddersfield, 2018) Peter Connelly died aged 17 months due to suffering abuse from his mother and her boyfriend. Peter visited the hospital many times, he was seen by his GP and was even sent to the hospital by his social worker. Peter was in the care of a family friend for five weeks and still then was returned to his mother even though she had been arrested for Peter’s injuries. A social worker missed Peter’s facial and hand injuries after chocolate was purposely smeared over him to hide them. (BBC NEWS, 2013)

Overall, this essay shows safeguarding children and young people is the responsibility of everyone and everything should be done to ensure that the child’s welfare is paramount. The opportunity for children to grow up healthy and reach their full potential should always be provided. It has talked about the four areas of abuse and the signs and symptoms that should be looked out for. Also, the laws involved in safeguarding including The Children Act 1989 and The Children Act 2004 and shown us how crucial it is to follow them and how important it is that the multi-agencies work together as the outcome can be as serious as death. 
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