Summary

· Ethical concerns can occur at all stages of your research project: when seeking access, during data collection, as you analyse data and when you report your findings. 
· Qualitative research is likely to lead to a greater range of ethical concerns in comparison with quantitative research, although all research methods have specific ethical issues associated with them. 
· Ethical concerns are also associated with the ‘power relationship’ between the researcher and those who grant access, and the researcher’s role (as external researcher, internal researcher or internal consultant). 
· Researchers also need to consider their own safety very carefully when planning and conducting research. 
· Further ethical and legal concerns are associated with data protection and data management, affecting the collection, processing, storage and use of personal and confidential data. Researchers need to comply carefully with data protection legislation when using personal data, to protect the privacy of their data subjects and to avoid the risk of any harm occurring. 
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