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Introduction: Benefits of storytelling.
  There is many benefits to storytelling from pre-birth to seven years old this will help the children and babies to develop listening and communication especially if the baby is read to pre-birth the baby will come into the world knowing and recognizing their parents voice and develop that child’s memory for example if the parents play music or read a story to the baby in the womb that baby will have a good chance to remember the story or certain parts of it. Teach early years (no date) states it will help to widen their vocabulary and will help to make important links between spoken and written word and hopefully will gain an interest in books.  Chomsky (1965) had believed that all children are born with the ability to learn languages he based his theory children acquire languages in similar ways in all cultures. He called this (LAD) and this implies that language comes in naturally rather than being taught. In this present day and age it is becoming more digital for example if someone wanted music they could go online instead of buying a cd same with a book instead of going to a library you can access it online and by introducing the digital world earlier is helping children get to grips with the ever moving technology and helps prepare them for a world that digital skills is essential and through this e safety should be shown and taught to the young children.

The reader read there is a unicorn in my book written by tom fletcher (2020) the book was both digital and paperback book. The reader shown different voices and facial expressions for different parts of the story which the children would add up and learn what facial expressions mean what and how they are shown, and the children could eventually join in with the different voice tones and add the facial expressions gov.uk help for the early years (2024) backs this up by saying Make the text come alive by using voices, different facial expressions and body movements to tell the story. And by using facial expressions and gestures it also helps the non-verbal children to try and express themselves with what the reader is teaching. Also, when making sounds, facial expressions and gestures it grabs the children’s attention, and they will want to be more engaged and want to know what happens next. The reader made sure to include the children asking them questions to make them fully involved and engaged not just being read too which makes them feel valued as an individual and makes them understand the story helps makes predications and develop their language development further it also shows the child is listening and understanding if they answer a question to what the reader is talking about Prim-ed publishing (2020) said Questioning is one of many important reading strategies for children to learn and involves expressing, answering questions to clarify what is read and develop a clear understanding of the text. Asking questions helps children to monitor their own comprehension as they read. The reader made sure everyone was included and gave time for the children to answer. The reader kept good pace reading let every page the children understand the reader kept engaged the whole time. The reader could have added props to interact more with the children or to given to the children that have been picked to hold a prop. The reader could have done a bigger screen for the digital screen such as white board, tv or a projector and added music or animated book to read to further the engagement and this could have helped be part of multi-sensory project by adding props. Reading with a child if be digitally or via a traditional book you are helping those children experience which they start to begin to understand the world around them and maybe make them want to make a story with their own ideas with everyday play objects.

There is many types of story telling that early years could benefit from some of these include interactive story where the children pick what happens and how the story turns out which is obviously engages the children a lot and encourages lots of communication and turn taking. Another type is digital story telling where there is a screen of some type maybe some noises in the background where the children can visually see what Is happening. But the main 4 types are oral, visual, written and digital which will be used more in the early Years. Some people are more confident at doing stories than others and they will be the ones doing the different voices and emotions adding props because they enjoy doing story time. Reading in the early years is linked in with national curriculum (2024) Literacy skills should be explicitly taught in this Area. These can allow learners to express themselves, to understand and interpret written and spoken language and to articulate meaning. Settings and schools should plan for the application and development of learners’ literacy skills across the curriculum at every progression step. Reading is an important part of the Welsh national curriculum, and is taught through the Languages, Literacy and Communication Area of Learning and Experience and teachers are encouraged to promote reading for pleasure by modelling the behaviour and create events around reading. Practitioners should be having books on offer to read at any time of the day and accessible to all the children and a variety of books about different things that may interest them and if they show interest in something that you don’t have to offer make sure the practitioner tries to incorporate that to further their learning and their interest and if the practitioners in the nursery setting can they should always try make time for a story if group time or one on one as some children do not get that kind of interaction at home with their families and some children may not even own a traditional book at home the national literacy (2023) stats says in 2022, 93.5% children and young people aged 8 to 18 said that they have a book of their own at home, meaning 1 in 15 (6.5%) do not. Children should be exposed to a range of strategies by combing different communication and language aids and kept on top of and not just a one-time thing and children’s speech develops at different times and stages by the age of one children usually recognise around 50 words by three years old they will know around 1,000 words and by the age of 5 children will learn and recognise around 10,000 learning and understanding more words will widen the child’s knowledge and understanding of the world around them this is backed up by the department of education (2024). Children extend language with pretend play and acting out stories. By offering props and ideas you can deepen the learning. Reading stories aloud and sharing books supports children to develop language and understand new concepts. Encouraging children to notice pictures and understand words, will strengthen their language skills and widen their vocabulary and they will start putting these words into sentences and maybe start to express how they are feeling and able to communicate with the child’s peers and teachers. Storytelling can promote writing skills by encouraging young people to write their own stories, impressions of stories that they have heard or even a play based upon a familiar tale. Children who hear stories from practitioners often improve their reading skills because they are interested in reading other related stories and information that interests them. Stories are also effective in increasing tolerance and understanding of people from other cultures and the children will have some knowledge of how everyone is different. Developing literacy through skills through story telling (2011) had believed Through the medium of story, the listener can safely explore what all human beings have in common as well as how they differ from each other. Stories have the power to gently remove the child from his or her usual reality and for a time immerse the listener in a different time and place. If parents start a bedtime story it settles them down and gets special time if mum or dad and the baby, it relaxes them down for the night and builds more a relationship with that person and that child will be in a routine and know a story before bed after bath happens every night and will start to look forward to that time. Reading eggs (no date) states Kids' bedtime stories can open your child up to a world that is completely different to their own. Through stories they can learn about faraway places, real or imagined, thus helping them to develop new perspectives that are beyond their own. A bedtime story can improve sleep behaviours and encourage development in children, as well as ending every day on a positive note. Bedtime stories spark imagination and create conversations. Reading together can trigger questions and help children understand more about the world around them, while also stimulating the mental patterns that are fundamental to creativity it could start a dream and they will wake up in the morning wanting the adult to hear all about that dream and spark a whole conversation around that one dream.


Conclusion 
Through learning about the different ways of story telling as a practitioner I can go in depth with reading the children a story to make each one engaged by different voices to adding props or even use some form of technology. I have learnt about how reading stories fully helps children from pre birth and after birth from signing and reading to the baby in the bump and they will learn to recognise that person’s voice and may wiggle or kick more for that voice and when the baby is born the baby may have a special bond with the person that has been talking to baby regularly. It will help them to develop their learning from simple word books to books with bigger words their vocabulary will be widen the more the child will have more language and communication. I have learned the benefits of bedtime story and how it builds bonds and connections further that can be seen and how much children benefits from stories. Also learnt not all children have stories or parents read to them and how much it means when a practitioner makes that time for a story. From this module I will keep encouraging story time in my setting and making time for it somewhere in the daily schedule and changing the books to the children’s interests and add props or even dress up and change the areas of story, so times make it outside and use the full space you have.
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