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Welsh Portfolio Assignment

The aim of this assignment is to discuss where my Welsh language skills were at last year, how I have improved them, where my Welsh language skills are at now, and how I will continue to improve in the future. The Welsh Language Competency Framework for teachers (Welsh Government, 2019a) will be used as a guide to access my Welsh Language skills. It will be split into four areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
The Welsh Government (2019b) have published a goal to reach 1 million Welsh Speakers by 2050; this has placed a big emphasis on teachers to improve pupils’ Welsh language development to be able to achieve this goal. The Curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2020) have four purposes, one of them being for children to become Ethical, informed Citizens of Wales and the Wider World. Being able to speak the Welsh language can help children to achieve this. Additionally, Drinkwater & O'Leary (1997) suggest that being able to speak Welsh could improve job opportunities for pupils and Peal and Lambert (1962, cited in Bialystok and Craik 2010) suggest that being bilingual can increase your brain functioning meaning you can outperform monolingual pupils.
However, being able to develop pupils’ Welsh language skills, teachers must be competent enough to help learners to achieve. Therefore, it is important that student teachers improve their own Welsh language skills, so they are able to improve learners Welsh language development. 
Listening 
Within the Welsh video I was able to respond to pupils using simple feedback words such as ‘Di Iawn’. Therefore, using the Welsh Language Competence Framework for Teachers (WLCFT) (Welsh Government, 2019a) I would access my listening skills at A1 Entry level for last year.
As I started my final year of university, I wanted to improve my Welsh as much as possible to start my professional career the following year. So, whilst I was undertaking Welsh lessons in university, I ensured to engage and ask questions as much as possible as Education Scotland (2020) and The Mind Fool (2019) suggests that critical listeners ask questions to deepen their understanding of information which is the best way to learn effectively. Moreover, Sary (2015) shares a study of children who use their critical listening skills to apply the skills into their speaking, reading, and writing skills improving their language development in all areas. 
However, Sary (2015) suggests that for children to learn another language they need a lot of exposure, engagement, and support for the language. In university, Welsh lessons only occurred once a week for 8 weeks, so I was not able to have the opportunity to continue developing my skills throughout the whole year. 
I would now access my listening skills at A2 Foundation level as I feel confident to answer simple questions and offer extended feedback to learners in the classroom (Welsh Government, 2019a). 
As I start my professional career, I will continue to improve my Welsh language and listening skills alongside my pupils. I will do this by using a Welsh planning sheet with all the Welsh words and questions I intend to use and what the pupils are expected to use to encourage them to ask and answer questions can be seen in Appendix 1a.
Speaking 
[bookmark: _Hlk39046497]In the Welsh video I was able to ask the children simple questions and give commands so I would access my speaking skills as A1 Entry on the WLCFT (Welsh Government, 2019a). 
Putting Welsh into a context can make it easier to learn the language which is supported by Vygotsky (1934, cited in Pound, 2014) and aligns with Donaldson (2015) recommendations. Gonzales & Lezama (1974) suggest that an ideal learning environment is learning in the classroom but also hearing and using the language outside of the classroom. In some communities there is little Welsh spoken so this can sometimes be difficult. However, I have tried to use Welsh as much as possible in the community and spoke regularly to Welsh speakers to continue to use my Welsh and put it into context making learning easier.  
Although I have tried to use my Welsh language as much as possible, it is difficult when I do not know many Welsh speakers. Therefore, I believe my Welsh speaking skills are at A2 Foundation level. 
To improve my Welsh speaking skills, I will use more topical Welsh in lessons which can be seen in Appendix 1 and 2. As it is important for children to see Welsh in a real life context (Piaget 1952, cited in Pound, 2014) using more topical Welsh in other areas of learning and experiences can help the children to understand how Welsh can be used in other parts of our lives as suggested by Estyn (2018) and Estyn (2019) who use real life contexts and incorporate the Welsh language into all other Areas of Learning and Experiences. In my experience, pupils often do not want to learn Welsh as they do not see the point. Helping children to understand why Welsh is an important skill to learn, they will become more engaged with wanting to learn the language.


Reading 
Within the Welsh lesson I would access my reading skills at A2 Foundation level on the WLCFT (Welsh Government, 2019a) as I believe I read the story effectively and did not heavily rely on my notes.
To improve my reading skills, I must first improve my Welsh language and pronunciation skills. Alongside university lectures, I enrolled onto a night class in Bridgend College studying an entry level Welsh course which took place twice a week for 2 hours as Ghazi-Saidi & Ansaldo (2017) and Koyfman (2017) suggest that regular practice and repetition is an effective way to learn a language. 
However, it can be challenging to find the time to fit everything in as the National Health Service (2019) and the Children’s Society (2014) suggest that to have good well-being you need a balance of learning, relationships, being physically active, and to give to others. Therefore, it may not always be practical to participate in too much learning as it can become stressful and affect your mental health.
I believe my reading skills are now at B1 Intermediate as I feel competent to read and discuss texts with my pupils. As it is important to use repetition to learn, when reading texts with my pupils I will ensure to use repetition to help develop their reading and language skills which can be seen in Appendix 1.
Writing 
Within the video I wrote the sentence structure “Ga I…” to help the children pronounce a sentence, using the correct structure, to buy items from the shop. Therefore, I would access my writing using the WLCFT (Welsh Government, 2019a) at A1 Entry Level.
Alongside having the opportunity to improve my writing skills during Welsh lessons in university and college, I have engaged in Welsh apps on my phone such as Duolingo and Say Something in Welsh. These apps have given me the opportunity to practice my writing skills. However, Piaget (1952, cited in Pound, 2014) suggests that the best way to learn is by doing so just practicing my writing skills from a phone app may not be the most effective way to improve my writing skills.
I feel competent that my Welsh writing skills are now at a A2 Foundation level. I feel confident to give written feedback to learners and understand a variety of sentence forms and structures to improve learners written development. To improve in the future, I will create help sheets and learning mats as a physical resource to support pupils learning supported by Gardener (1943, cited in Pound, 1943).
However, Gardener (1943, cited in Pound, 2014) believed that children learn in different ways so these may not be suitable for all children’s learning needs. Therefore, the children will also develop their writing skills by completing hands on activities aligning with a constructive approach to learning (Grigg, 2015) which can be seen in the lesson plan in Appendix 2.
To conclude, learning to speak Welsh has a lot of benefits including increased sense of belonging, increased brain functioning, and potential for more job opportunities. Some of the most effective ways to learn the language can include using repetition, putting the learning into a context, and asking and answering questions. As the Curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2020) becomes statutory there will become more emphasis on teaching the Welsh language so it is important that you have the skills to be able to effectively develop learners Welsh language. Additionally, it is the Welsh Governments (2019b) goal to increase the number of Welsh speakers in Wales. 
Moving forward I will continue to improve my Welsh language development and use different techniques to effectively develop learners Welsh language. In the future I hope to be given the opportunity to go on a Sabbatical course (Canolfan Peniarth, 2014). I believe this will improve my confidence and skills to teach more effectively and better develop pupils’ Welsh language skills working towards the Welsh Governments (2019b) goal of 1 million Welsh speakers by 2050. 
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Appendices 
Appendix 1 – Lesson plan 1 
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Appendix 1a – Welsh planning sheet
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Appendix 2- Lesson plan 2
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