                
                  Key:
                 Central Maya (Lowlands)
                 Northern Maya (Lowlands)
                 Not specific/specified
Mayan civilisation begins (2600 B.C.)
‘Writing’ develops (700 B.C.)
Mayan calendar 
invented (~353 B.C.)
 Teotihuacan is founded (100 B.C.)





Spanish Conquest (1527)
Peten area nearly deserted (1400 A.D.)
Kukulcan settles Chichen Itza (987 A.D.)

                                       
                            
Itza invasion ended and introduction of Toltec religion (987A.D.)


                                     


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Itza settled in Chichen Itza (967 - 987 A.D.)
Arrival of the first 
‘white’ men (1511)
Founding of Chichen Itza - (711 A.D.)
Overthrow of Mayapan (1451 A.D.)
Hunac Ceel leaves Chichen Itza - Move to Tayassal - Start of Mayapan’s control of Yucatan (1204 A.D.)
Earliest Stela ( 328 A.D.)
Peak of time keeping - 790 A.D.


Earliest certain Mayan date (320 A.D)
Spanish conquest (1697)

Chichen Itza, Mayapan and Uxmal ruled Yucatan (987 - 1185 A.D)

Abandonment of Chichen Itza (889 A.D.)
Buildings in Chichen Itza falling into ruin (~1200 A.D)


Last date recorded on a stela (889 A.D.)
Tombs of Kaminaljuyu and Uaxactun (633 A.D.)
Mayapan ruled multiple Maya states (1200 - 1450 A.D)


Tikal is abandoned (899 A.D.)

Cocom family in power (1200 - 1450 A.D)





Decline of the Olmec (100 A.D.)










Formative Period:~500 ~B.C. to ~350 A.D.
Classic period (growth and glory): ~325 - 925 A.D.
Interregnum: 925 - 975 A.D.
Mexican Period (Mexican - Toltec domination and increase in war): 975 -1200 A.D.
Mexican Absorption (gradual reassertion of Maya values): 1200 - 1450 A.D.
Balkanization (Sub - phase, ended with Spanish conquest): 1450 - 1540 A.D. (Can be classed under Mexican Absorption)

Formative:
· Rise in agricultural civilisations. 
· Pretty much same religion throughout Middle America. 
· Several phases
· Pyramids built
· Hierarchy probably started to develop
· Elementary hieroglyphic writing

Classic:
· Typical Maya architecture appearing
· Stela cult
· Hieroglyphic monuments erected (Cities such as Yaxchilan and Uaxactun)
· Art develops
· Cultural peak - Kaminaljuyu
· Building in lowlands
· Best quality pottery and goods
· Progress in astronomy
· Larger number of ceremonial centers - then abandoned (Possibly revolt against hierarchy??)
· Decline in Guatemalan Highlands

Interregnum:
· Central - return to cultural level approximating - mirroring formative period
· Occasionally visited abandoned ceremonial sites
· First appearence of metal and plambate pottery

Mexican:
· Itza establish themselves
· Introduction of worship to Quetzalcoatl
· Warfare for the sun
· Rise of secular power
· ‘Flashy’ architecture
· Turquoise important
· End of Chichen Itza at end of period

Mexican Absorption:
· Mayapan rules Yucatan
· Tyranny
· Shed Mexican culture
· Mayan speech and religion
· Worship of gods declines


Just to note:
The book that much of this research came from is over 50 years old so some details maybe slightly incorrect due to the ever changing facts about the Mayas that archaeologists are finding everyday. Especially with the help of the Pacunam LiDAR Initiative there has been mass findings including some 60,000 building that were undiscovered just a decade ago. This also increases the size of the population from a meer 1 million to closer to 11 million. Over the next few years and decades it is easy to assume that more information will be found out about this civilization and the timeline above will inevitably be incorrect. 

Also sorry for how bad the spacing on the timeline is. I tried.


References:
· Thompson, J. E. S. (1956) The Rise and Fall of Maya Civilisation. London
· https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/civil/maya/mmc09eng.html (Accessed on: 23rd October 2019)
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