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[bookmark: _Toc223126386]Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test
Hamadi and El-Den's 2024 Research and Practice in Technology Enhanced Learning book was chosen first. The paper was in a university library database. Open access journal article assessed by other researchers.

CRAAP rated the source highly academically trustworthy. Its topic how to sustain digital learning in higher education after COVID is current (2024). Relevance is examined through digital learning approaches, sustainability, and higher education institutional frameworks. Concerning Authority, both writers are linked with reputable colleges, and the publication is in an indexed journal. The study's integrated literature review and thematic analysis clearly state research topics, inclusion criteria, and methodological steps. The article's goal is to establish a conceptual research framework for future research, not to promote a business objective. This displays academic objectivity in the article. 

Al Masud et al. (2023) published it in The International Journal of Information and Learning Technology. It was found using Google Scholar and Emerald Insight. 
The CRAAP test lends credibility to the account. Currency highlights how swiftly digital things changed during COVID-19. The relevance section examines why higher education students use online learning. Authority writers are from prestigious Bangladeshi colleges and publish in peer-reviewed journals. Structural equation modelling (SEM) with 392 pupils proves the methodologies' accuracy. The goal is to examine and offer real-world evidence to digital learning adoption literature.
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Al Masud, A., Hossain, M.A., Biswas, S., Ruma, A.P., Rahman, K.S. and Tagore, S. (2023) ‘The emergence of digital learning in higher education: a lesson from the COVID-19 pandemic’, The International Journal of Information and Learning Technology, 40(3), pp. 202–224.

Hamadi, M. and El-Den, J. (2024) ‘A conceptual research framework for sustainable digital learning in higher education’, Research and Practice in Technology Enhanced Learning, 19(1).
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Both sites stress how useful digital learning will be in the long run for higher education. Hamadi and El-Den (2024) say that for digital learning to be sustainable, there needs to be a planned, multi-level structure that combines policy, institutional strategy, and classroom practice. Their way of thinking connects digital technology to long-term survival in the economy, society, and the environment. Al Masud et al. (2023) say that for digital learning to work during the COVID-19 outbreak, it's important that teachers are ready, students are ready, the economy is stable, and there are good ways to evaluate students' progress. 

Hamadi and El-Den (2024) use theory and integrative reviews to give a full research framework. Al Masud et al. (2023) use structural equation modelling to find out if students want to study online. With their conceptual and empirical methods, these works go well together. Putting both sources together shows that the long-term viability of digital learning relies on the availability of technology, the support of institutions, the cost, and the readiness of stakeholders.

[bookmark: _Toc223126389]  Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity

Technology inequality and online learning preparation are key issues for kids today. Economy, technology, and psychological readiness influence students' online education choices, according to Al Masud et al. (2023). Few gadgets, stable internet, and good online evaluation systems can hamper participation and academic success. Meanwhile, Hamadi and El-Den (2024) say technological hurdles and digital competence gaps hinder sustainable digital learning in higher education. 

Flexibility and accessibility of digital learning are important opportunities. While Al Masud et al. (2023) recommend blended and technology-based models for long-term educational continuity, Hamadi and El-Den (2024) stress the importance of well-structured digital environments for inclusive and sustainable higher education.
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Component 2 focuses on developing practical strategies; therefore, I will prioritise analysing the key challenges and opportunities identified in the literature. Beginning with a clear critical discussion will ensure coherence and logical progression throughout the report. I will further develop the academic concepts introduced in Component 1, including digital inequality, student readiness, sustainable digital learning, and technology adoption.
The report will follow a structured academic format: introduction, analysis of challenges and opportunities, strategies for student adaptation, and conclusion. This structured approach ensures clarity, coherence, and alignment with the assessment criteria.

	Task
	Date/Deadline 

	Finish research 
	20 January

	Draft first draft
	1 February 

	Complete first draft
	15 February

	Final Editing 
	27 February
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[bookmark: _Toc223126392]Introduction
Digital learning has become a central component of higher education, particularly following global transformations such as the COVID-19 pandemic, which accelerated technological change. Universities increasingly utilise online and blended learning models to enhance accessibility, flexibility, and sustainability. However, digital learning also presents significant challenges that require critical examination. These include digital inequality, technological readiness, and issues related to sustainable implementation. To succeed in the digital era, students must understand both the opportunities and limitations of digital learning.
This report will first analyse the key challenges and opportunities associated with technology use in higher education. It will then propose evidence-based strategies students can adopt to enhance their academic success. Finally, it will conclude with a synthesis of the main findings.


[bookmark: _Toc223126393]Challenges for Students in the Digital Era 
In the digital era, students face digital inequality, which limits access to devices, reliable internet connectivity, and essential technological resources. Al Masud et al. (2023) argue that students’ intention and ability to engage in online learning are strongly influenced by economic stability and access to technology. Without adequate equipment or internet access, students struggle to complete digital tasks or participate in synchronous activities, which negatively affects time management and critical engagement with course materials. Successfully navigating digital learning environments therefore requires academic skills such as digital literacy and self-regulated time management.
A further challenge is technological readiness, including both students’ digital competence and the effectiveness of online assessment systems. Hamadi and El-Den (2024) identify gaps in digital skills as barriers to sustainable digital learning. Limited digital competence can reduce students’ ability to critically evaluate online information and use digital tools for research and collaboration. Collectively, these challenges limit participation, increase learning barriers, and ultimately undermine academic success.

[bookmark: _Toc223126394]Opportunities in the Digital Era
Digital tools in higher education are flexible and easy to use. Digital learning tools let students access course materials at any time, take part in blended learning, and get resources from around the world. Al Masud et al. (2023) say that technology-based and mixed learning methods can keep education going during times of change. Hamadi and El-Den (2024) say that well-designed digital environments can combine technical, institutional, and social factors to make education last and include everyone.

In terms of schoolwork, this choice helps with self-directed learning, computer skills, and doing study on your own. When kids are ready and the tools are set up, they work best. Without digital skills or formal help, flexibility may make people less likely to use it instead of more likely to. So, digital tools make learning more accessible and give students more freedom, but how well they do in school rests on how well they are used strategically and how well they know how to do well in school.

[bookmark: _Toc223126395]How Students Can Adapt to Succeed

Students need to work on their digital literacy skills if they want to do well in the digital world. As Hamadi and El-Den (2024) point out, people who aren't very good with technology can't fully take part in long-term digital learning settings. Learning how to use online platforms, critically evaluate digital sources, and do study using technology tools improves academic performance and deals with problems related to digital inequality.

Improving your ability to think critically is a second approach. Students in digital environments are exposed to a lot of knowledge, so they need to be able to figure out what is reliable and what is important. Hamadi and El-Den (2024) say that students who aren't very good with technology may not be able to critically engage with online material. Improving critical thinking helps students become more interested in school and makes the most of the chances that flexible learning settings offer.

Lastly, it's important to be able to handle your time well and learn on your own. Al Masud et al. (2023) show that preparation and personal preparedness have a big effect on how much people participate in online learning. Digital learning gives students freedom, but if they don't know how to handle their time, they might lose interest. Students can benefit from being accessible and flexible while lowering the risks that come with less supervision if they learn how to control themselves.

[bookmark: _Toc223126396]Conclusion
Digital learning in higher education gives students both big problems to solve and great chances to learn. Not having enough access to technology and digital inequality are two big problems that can make it harder for people to participate, think critically, and do well in school (Al Masud et al., 2023; Hamadi and El-Den, 2024)\. Digital tools, on the other hand, can make learning more flexible, easier to reach, and more consistent over time if they are used correctly.
Students need to work on their digital literacy, critical thinking, and time management skills if they want to do well in the digital world. These academic skills help students get around problems and get the most out of flexible learning settings. Finally, a student's success in digital education relies not only on their ability to use technology, but also on how well they use important academic skills.
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Key Academic Skills for Student Success in the Digital Era

The digital world requires engagement, critical thinking, and autonomous learning from students.
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