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INTRODUCTION
A happy and safe childhood is essential for the profound growth and development of a child. Child poverty, neglect, abuse, unaccompanied childhoods are the various factors acting as hindrances to a normal and happy childhood. This assignment will cover various definitions of childhood and compare them. It will also demonstrate various social construct of the childhood from the historical times to the current times. It will also cover various factors, and influences leading to the construction of the Welfare reform and work act of 2016. Various approaches and interventions for the protection and the welfare of the children living in poverty will be discussed through this assignment. Effectiveness of the various policies formed for the abolishment of child poverty in UK will also be discussed through this assignment. 
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The childhood is the time for the child to develop confidence and strength in him by encouragement and love from the parents, teachers, society, and the extended community itself. It is the time for the child to engage in play and education. The child must spend most of their time in a protected environment in schools, homes, and at play (Childhood defined, 2005). The convention for the right of child in 1989 defined that childhood is separate from adulthood and recognized that whatever is appropriate for an adult may not be appropriate for the child. It also recognized that children are the holder of their rights of their own and are not just the passive recipients of charity. It understood that children are empowered actors guiding their own development (Unicef, 1989). UK was among the first countries to identify the need to restrict the limit the working hours of children. The legislations were formed in UK to address the working condition of the children and limit the working hours (Understanding young people’s right to decide, 2012). The definitions of childhood have varied from time to time. Childhood has been defined biologically, sociologically, neurobiological etc. Irrespective of the definition of childhood, it has been concluded that it is the time for the mental, social, emotional, and physical development of the child and it is necessary to have a safe, happy, and positive childhood.  Research states that children subjected to an unsafe childhood due to abuse, neglect, or poverty are subjected to lack of confidence, depression, and anxiety, physical abnormalities due to deficiency or abuse. These children grow up into adults who suffer from various mental and physical ailments and contribute less to the society as well as needs more government resources to be spent (Masonbrink, and Hurley, 2020). Thus, it is important to eradicate the barriers to a safe and happy childhood for the overall development of the child and the country as a whole. 
Children are the most vulnerable part of the society and are the future of the country. Safe and good overall development of the children is important for the development and progress of the country. Child poverty of poverty faced by the child during childhood is one of the barriers to good and happy childhood. Child poverty is highly prevalent in UK (McCall, 2016). It is highly harmful for the progress of the country as a whole. In the UK, the families earning less than the 60% of the average income of the UK citizens are called as families under the poverty line. These families have an earning of less than 17.760 euro or less. Children of such families are subjected to a childhood prone to poverty (Understanding young people’s right to decide, 2012). Poverty can have various manifestations on children. Children in poverty are subjected to increased number of health-related disorders due nutrition deprived of essential minerals and nutrients leading to various deficiency diseases in them (Debpuur et al., 2020). The respiratory system of a child starts to develop from the third week after conception and continues to develop till the adolescence. The nutrition derived in the early years of childhood is important for the continuous growth of the respiratory system with the other organs. Deficiency diseases and malnutrition due to poverty is responsible for making children prone to respiratory diseases such as COPD. Poor children often tend to live in overcrowded areas and damp housing systems (Understanding young people’s right to decide, 2012). They are less likely to be vaccinated too. This increases their chances of catching infectious diseases. They are also more prone to diseases such as anemia and asthma. In the present scenario of COVID-19- 19 pandemic more and more children are prone to such diseases other than COVID-19- 19 because of lack of supplemental nutrition which was earlier derived from school (Sinha, I.P et al., 2020).
 A poor child may even get food three times a day and may be able to go to school but still be unhappy. This can be because of lack of thermal controls in the house causing them to lack warm homes.  Their parents may not be able to afford school trips for the child and also unable to provide computers to them at home because of poverty. The child may also feel embarrassed about poverty of their parents and this may cause lack of confidence in them (Purdam, Garratt and Esmail, 2016). 
Children are one of the most vulnerable sections of the society. They are dependent on others and adults for their daily needs. Poverty in general means inability to acquire basic needs like meals, housing, clothing, proper sanitation etc. However, child poverty covers a wider area. Children have various needs and they are completely dependent on other for the completion of those needs. Parents without jobs and lesser income groups are incapable of providing the children with many other things required for a happy and satisfactory childhood.  Children living in property are often stigmatized in the schools regarding their poor state of clothes health etc. They are often incapable of participating in activities such as sports, dances etc. due to lack of money. Often, they are not capable of doing things that the other children belonging to the same age group are capable of (Main and Bradshaw, 2017). Poverty also denies children to be able to take classes of interest like skating, singing, music etc. Denial in various aspects of the life creates lack of confidence in the children. They are less confident in their adult hood too. Children living in poverty are prone to lesser chances of access to higher education. Lack of higher education further creates the chances of inability to gain jobs. Thus, the poor continue to become poorer. 
It was found that in 2019, 4.2 million UK children were living under poverty. This comprises of about 30% of children in the country. Approximately one child in every class of thirty pupils is suffering from poverty. Due to lock down in the country as a result of the outbreak of COVID-19- 19 pandemic many people have lost their jobs. This has resulted in an increase in the number of people subjected to poverty subsequently increasing the number of childhood poverty in the country. It has been almost a year since the outbreak of the disease in the country and has resulted in loss of economy of the country with growing number of childhood poverty.  In the year 2020 after the outbreak of the COVID-19- 19 pandemic two in five families have fallen into financial hardships (Van Lancker and Parolin, 2020). The Blacks and ethnic minority families are the worst affected families due to the COVID-19- 19 pandemic in the country. 26% of the whites in UK suffer to make their needs meet when compared to half the population of the minority and Blacks in UK due to poverty. The London boroughs of Tower Hamlets have the highest incidences of childhood poverty (Stephenson, 2016). Outside London Birmingham have the highest incidences of childhood poverty in the country. 
The major causes of the child poverty include soaring rent of the houses. Insecure jobs and minimal wages are the other major causes leading to poverty among families in UK.  Child poverty has serious effects on the child. Researches have shown that the disadvantaged children due to poverty tend to develop mental health problems by the age of 11 and they are 4.5 percent more prone to development of mental health issues (McCall, 2016). The child poverty affects the education status of the child too. It has been found that only one third of the children who receive free food are able to obtain five or more CGSE grades.  Thus, child poverty is a serious barrier to the free and secure childhood. There has been formulation of various policies in order to tackle the hazards of childhood poverty and remove the causative factors for childhood poverty. One such policy is welfare reform and work act of 2016 on child poverty in UK. This reform has been established after the abolishment of the Child poverty Act.  This policy is targeted at reduction of poverty in the country and the impact of poverty on the children. It is the government’s effort to reduce the child poverty by increasing employments, curbing of the budget for welfare, and support the working households. It is required by this act to inform about the progress towards full employment. It requires the social housing providers to reduce the rents by 1% each year starting from 2016 for next four years (Preece, Hickman, and Pattison, 2020).  It is also required to provide a progress report on the progress on the provision of three million apprenticeships in the parliament.  It is also required for the government to report to the parliament about the number of children living in poverty ridden households due to workless parents. 
The Welfare Reform and Work Act of 2016 were established after the failure of the Child poverty act of 2010. The child poverty act was aimed at ending of child poverty in UK by the end of 2020. The child poverty act had been formed after constantly failing to abolish child poverty from 1998 to 2010. In the current scenario 4.1 million children are suffering from child poverty (Main and Bradshaw, 2017). A year before 4 million children was suffering from child poverty. 
The years from 1999 to 2005 five had shown steady progress in decreasing the prevalence of child poverty by making efforts to increase the chances of employments of lone parents. Child tax credit was employed as additional benefits targeted specifically to the children. Significant investments were made in those years in the primary year education and care (Stephenson, 2016). Increasing poverty is not solely based on the lack of employments. It is also the result of lack of proper primary education, healthcare, and social care. A population derived of good education and health care would be incapable of acquiring good jobs necessary for the eradication of poverty in UK (O’Leary, and Simcock, 2020). The education policy of UK has made it compulsory to have education till the age of 16 years. An increase in the numbers of drop outs and lesser engagement in the higher skills by the students have resulted in the changes made in the policy. A good and complete education is likely to create chances of jobs for the people.
It has been estimated that there has been continuous growth in the increase in the numbers of the homeless people in England and the social reforms are to be blamed for the same (O’Leary, and Simcock, 2020). It has been estimated that the welfare reform and the work act of 2016 has helped the families in the borderline of poverty to be able to strive however, it has done little help to the families living in deep poverty. There has been nationwide closure of the elementary and primary schools due to outbreak of the COVID-19 – 19 pandemics. This has affected severely the children living in poverty who were dependent on the schools for fulfilling their basic educational and nutrition needs (O’Leary, and Simcock, 2020). The trauma related to the pandemic and the economic stability the country is going through has created a disproportionate effect on the children’s mental and physical health. The pandemic electronic benefit transfer and the grocery voucher programs tried to supplement the nutritional needs of the children in poverty (Masonbrink, and Hurley, 2020). The poverty ridden children despite to these efforts of the government were deprived access to good nutrition after the closing of the schools during the pandemic. The children living in poverty are also facing decreased access to the health care as they were dependent on the school totally for checking of their overall health. They are also facing with decreased health care due to increasing unemployment of the parents during the pandemic, loss of health insurances, and avoidance of the healthcare setting. The school based tele-health visits are unlikely to have the complete capacity to meet the health needs of the poor children. Many poor children also do not have access to internet and tele- health technology access (Masonbrink and Hurley, 2020). Hence, it can be said that the welfare reform and the wellness act of 2016 has been of little help in providing relief from child poverty in the UK. 
In the current years there has been less discussion about the relationship between the effects of poverty on child abuse. There is growing relationship between poverty, drug use, neglect, and child abuse (Featherstone et al., 2019). Thus, it can be guessed that the child poverty makes the children also prone to abuse of all types including physical abuse, mental abuse, emotional abuse, and sexual abuse. Child abuse refers to intentional harm caused to the child by an adult sexually, mentally, emotionally, or physically. It can also be result of neglect (Masonbrink, and Hurley, 2020). The current scenario depicts that there has been little chance in the state of the child poverty. New reforms are needed for child benefit, early education, housing, child friendly urban planning, health care and more (McCall, 2016). 
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This assignment has helped in understanding the meaning of childhood and compares its various definitions. It has been helpful in understanding that irrespective of the definitions of childhood it is utmost necessary for a child to have a safe and healthy childhood for their overall development. This assignment has helped in understanding the state of child poverty prevalent in UK and the various legislations and policies formed in the country to tackle the problem of child poverty. The impact of various acts formed for resolving child poverty has been understood. It has been understood that the WELFARE REFORM AND WORK ACT OF 2016 has had little impact on children lying deep in the poverty but has helped children or families lying on the margins of poverty only. The impact of COVID-19- 19 pandemic on child poverty in UK has also been understood through this assignment and has been understood that severe reforms are needed in UK to tackle the grave problem of child poverty which has severely increased after COVID-19- 19 pandemic. 
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