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The Impact of Human Rights on Police Powers in the UK
 
Introduction
 
International law defines human rights as the essential freedoms and rights that belong to every person. These rights provide a universal norm that should be respected by institutions and governments to safeguard each person's autonomy, dignity, and well-being. A key piece of legislation that integrates the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) into domestic law in the United Kingdom is the Human Rights Act 1998. This paper attempts to investigate how human rights affect police authority in the United Kingdom, emphasising important clauses such the European Convention on Human Rights' Articles 2 (right to life), 3, 5, and 8.
 
Human Rights and the Human Rights Act 1998
 
Human rights are the fundamental freedoms and rights to which every person is entitled, regardless of their nationality, ethnicity, gender, religion, or any other status. International agreements like the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) uphold these rights. The Human Rights Act 1998, which went into effect in October 2000, makes it easier for human rights to be protected and upheld in the UK.
 
The Human Rights Act of 1998 integrates the rights and concepts included in the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) into UK legislation, providing a domestic framework for the protection of human rights. Courts and tribunals are required under Section 3 of the Act to interpret laws in a way that is consistent with ECHR rights "so far as it is possible to do so." The ECHR's criteria must now be followed by law enforcement activities, which has a substantial impact on how police powers are exercised.
 
Police Powers in the UK
 
In the UK, statute and common law laws serve as the foundation for police authority. The Police and Criminal Evidence Act of 1984 is the primary piece of law controlling police authority (PACE). PACE, which was enacted to govern many facets of police enforcement, deals with protocols pertaining to arrest, incarceration, and evidence gathering. PACE was created to achieve a balance between protecting individual rights and enabling police enforcement.
 
The Human Rights Act of 1998 introduced the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) into domestic law, which significantly broadens the scope of police authority. Section 3 of the Human Rights Act 1998 highlights the need for consistency between national law and international human rights standards by requiring the interpretation of legislation in accordance with ECHR rights. The integration process guarantees that police actions, as regulated by PACE, are now aligned with the broad principles of the European Convention on Human Rights. This serves to emphasise the need of maintaining basic rights and freedoms throughout law enforcement operations.
 
Article 2: Right to Life
 
The right to life is protected by Article 2 of the European Convention on Human Rights, which also places a strong emphasis on the sanctity of human life and requires the state to take proactive steps to prevent illegal killings. The right to life is crucial when it comes to police authority. The police have a duty to strike a balance between protecting public safety and order and protecting human life.
 
One essential component of this equilibrium is the police's use of force. The European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) determined that fatal force could only be used when absolutely required to achieve a legitimate objective, such as self-defense or the defence of others, in the seminal decision of McCann v. United Kingdom (1995). The 1998 Human Rights Act, in conjunction with PACE, requires that any use of force by the police must be proportionate and justifiable under the circumstances.
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• Article 3: Prohibition of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
 
The ECHR forbids cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment under Article 3. According to this clause, the state is required to make sure that people are not mistreated in any way, by public or private entities alike. The ban against torture and other cruel or inhumane treatment has an impact on how police behave while making arrests, holding people in custody, and conducting investigations.
 
 
The Chahal v. United Kingdom (1996) decision demonstrated that Article 3 covers circumstances where there is a genuine danger of treatment in violation of this clause in addition to deliberate conduct. This affects how marches and other public gatherings where altercations and confrontations are possible are policed. The authorities need to make sure that their actions do not lead to the infliction of inhuman or degrading treatment on individuals, even in the face of challenging circumstances.
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• Article 5: Right to Liberty and Security
 
The European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) protects people from arbitrary arrest and imprisonment by guaranteeing their right to liberty and security. The need and legitimacy of any loss of liberty are subject to stringent conditions imposed by this right. Article 5 has ramifications for arrest practises, pre-trial custody, and the general balance between upholding public order and protecting individual liberties in the context of police authorities.
 
 
According to the Human Rights Act of 1998, any restriction of a person's freedom by the police must be legal and have a justifiable aim, like stopping crime or ensuring public safety. This is in line with the PACE tenets, which define the legal parameters for arrest and incarceration. The cops must make sure that everything they do complies with both domestic legislation and the standards set by Article 5 of the ECHR.
 
 
Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE)
• Article 8: Right to Respect for Private and Family Life
 
The right to respect for one's home, correspondence, and private and family life is safeguarded under Article 8 of the ECHR. This right restricts government meddling in private affairs while acknowledging the value of individual liberty and privacy. Article 8 has consequences for the gathering and use of personal information, surveillance operations, and general respect for people's privacy when it comes to police authorities.
 
 
Law enforcement agencies' use of technology, including CCTV cameras and face recognition software, has sparked worries about possible violations of Article 8 rights. According to the Human Rights Act of 1998, any interference with an individual's right to respect for their private life must be legal, required for a justifiable cause, and proportional to the goal, of striking a balance between effective policing and the protection of individual privacy is crucial in ensuring compliance with Article 8.
 
 
Since the Human Rights Act of 1998 incorporated the ECHR's principles into domestic law, human rights have a significant influence on police authority in the United Kingdom. Important clauses like Article 2 (right to life), Articles 3, 5, and Article 8 have consequences for the use of police authority and help to shape the legal environment in which law enforcement functions. The police have a responsibility to strike a balance between the need to preserve public safety and order and the requirement to respect people's rights to privacy and dignity.Guidance on the interpretation and implementation of human rights in the context of police is provided by the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights, as demonstrated in seminal judgements. It is imperative that law enforcement organisations be aware of and adhere to these standards to ensure that their actions are lawful, proportionate, and in compliance with human rights principles.
 
Reform Suggestions 
 
• Improved Courses of Study: Provide cops with thorough and continuous human rights training (Edwards & Levi, 2008). The fundamentals of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) should be covered in this programme, with an emphasis on Articles 2, 3, 5, and 8. Such programmes would develop a culture of respect for human rights in daily operations by fostering a greater grasp of the legal and ethical aspects of policing obligations.
 
• Sturdy Accountability Mechanisms: Create an impartial oversight organisation that has the power to investigateclaims made by law enforcement authorities about abuses of human rights (Ewing, 2002). This organisation should have sufficient funding and authority to hold police personnel responsible for their actions, guaranteeing openness and boosting public confidence in the police.
 
• Technological Safety Measures: Establish precise policies and procedures pertaining to the application of surveillance technology (Rowe, 2019). This includes sophisticated techniques like facial recognition software. Achieving compliance with Article 8 of the UN Human Rights Covenant will strike a compromise between efficient law enforcement and protecting people's privacy.
 
Conclusion
 
In conclusion, a careful balance between the demands of law enforcement and individual rights is required due to the influence of human rights on police powers in the UK, which is notably dictated by the Human Rights Act 1998 and the integration of the European Convention on Human Rights. To better align policing practises with human rights norms, strong accountability structures, improved training, and technology protections are recommended. If put into practise, these changes might lead to a more open, responsible, and rights-abiding legal system, boosting public confidence and defending personal freedoms while pursuing the truth.
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