What Can the Trump Administration Learn from Dystopian Novels?
How Octavia Butler predicted America’s future in her novel ‘Parable of the Sower’
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How does ‘Parable of the Sower’ relate to 2025 US?
Octavia Butler wrote the novel ‘Parable of the Sower’ in 1993, and it is set in the mid twenty-twenties California. It follows a dystopian society, which has been ravaged by societal collapse, climate change, and economic hardship. This article will explore the relationship between Butler’s novel and recent events, including similarities such as the president’s campaign, the dangerous climate, and extreme weather conditions.
Butler wrote the first of two novels in a duology just a year after the LA riots and is a novel that heavily correlates to modern day America, resonating with groups such as the Black Lives Matter movement, Greenpeace and other organisations that research and fight against climate change. This novel was written as a dystopian society, once seen as dramatic and science fiction, but has rapidly become a dangerous reality.
The Dystopian Novel
There are many dystopian novels, which are only rising in popularity, from The Hunger Games, to Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale, a lot of which are being banned in the US, for reasoning such as ‘explicit content’, but these novels explore the similarities between this world and a fictional dystopia where the world seems barbaric and strict, but as a society, we are growing closer to these stories. It makes you curious as to the truth behind why they are being banned, when dystopia is become closer to reality.
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[bookmark: _Hlk197178295]‘Politicians have been promising to return us to the glory, wealth and order of the twentieth century ever since I can remember’[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Octavia E. Butler, Parable of the Sower (Women’s Press, 1995). p.20] 

[footnoteRef:4]In the novel, the president, Christopher Morpeth Donner, promises to get them ‘back to normal’[footnoteRef:5] in a world where villages must wall themselves up to prevent the homeless from robbing them blind, a campaign which sounds strikingly familiar to that of the Trump administration, who promises to ‘Make America Great Again’. But while the protagonist’s father believes in Donner, the younger generation is more critical, believing he will ‘set the country back a hundred years’[footnoteRef:6]. Relating to this, USA Today recently announced that ‘the Trump administration is no longer requiring an explicit prohibition of segregated facilities in new government contracts.’[footnoteRef:7] Which only makes you question what Trump’s definition of ‘glory’ is. Is his plan to return the US to the glory of financial freedom, patriotism and free love, or is it to return to the dark times of slavery, misogyny and oppression? [4:  https://thespun.com/.image/t_share/MjEyNzY1Mzc1MTc4MjIxMDY1/super-bowl-lix-kansas-city-chiefs-v-philadelphia-eagles.jpg ]  [5:  Butler, Parable of the Sower. p.49]  [6:  Butler, Parable of the Sower. p.50]  [7:  ‘Trump Admin No Longer Requires Ban on Segregated Facilities in Government Contracts’, USA TODAY <https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2025/03/19/trump-order-prohibition-segregated-facilities-clause/82542389007/> [accessed 2 May 2025].] 


Economic and Racial Inequality:
There is a town in Butler’s novel, named Olivar, which is a topic of hope and uncertainty for the characters, because it is a town that is bought up by a foreign company and privatised. However, they open offers to work as housemaids and servants for a pitiful wage, with bed and board. This town is described as ‘an upper middle class, white, literate community’[footnoteRef:8] while the village the protagonist lives in, where the job offers are presented, is said to be ‘too big, too poor, too black, and too Hispanic to be of interest to anyone.’[footnoteRef:9] And while these job opportunities seem hopeful for some, to others, they are viewed as modern ‘slavery’[footnoteRef:10] In Butler’s world, the vast majority of society cannot afford to run or attend schools, which can be compared to the recent news of Trump cutting all funds to education and schools, which will likely result in many school closures, and a diminish in education for the new generation, and those who cannot afford to attend private schools in their district. Many characters in the novel are illiterate and uneducated, which is rapidly become a possible reality. [8:  Butler, Parable of the Sower. p.111]  [9:  Butler, Parable of the Sower. p.113]  [10:  Butler, Parable of the Sower. p.113] 

Trump has also recently defunded public radio and PBS which have previously explicitly criticised him, which only silences voices that express their right to an opinion, much like in George Orwell’s 1984 society, Oceania, where the ‘thought police’ prevent any kind of individuality or expression. Trump is using his power to take away voices that oppose him, and by doing this we take further steps into becoming what Orwell, Margret Atwood and Octavia Butler predicted.
Similarly, George Orwell’s world of Oceania explores an oppressive society, as well as how Butler’s novel portrays a dystopia, we are coming ever closer to. Much like Atwood’s Theocratic Gilead which oppresses women, all of them explore a world where we reverse all the positive changes we have made, such as Trump’s recent changes in workplace bathroom segregations, cutting funding to education, and banning abortions and access to female health care.

Climate Change and Disease:
Within his first day in office when he was re-elected, Trump withdrew from the World Health Organization, which leaves America in danger of yet another one of Butler’s predictions, for in Butler’s society, the majority of the country cannot afford healthcare and vaccines, and so they still suffer from basic, easily curable diseases, such as ‘cholera spreading in southern Mississippi and Louisiana.’[footnoteRef:11] And ‘a measles epidemic is killing people.’[footnoteRef:12] [11:  Butler, Parable of the Sower. p.49]  [12:  Butler, Parable of the Sower. p.49] 

Following along this theme, Trump has recently signed an executive order withdrawing from the Paris Climate Agreement for the second time, leaving the world more at risk of climate change’s effects in his denial of the entire concept, and therefore leaving the US more distanced from its allies. This only leaves the country more at risk to Butler’s predictions for extreme weather conditions and the lack of allies for America during its struggles. “The impacts of the climate crisis are also worsening. The terrible wildfires in Los Angeles are the latest reminder that Americans, like everyone else, are affected by worsening climate change,”[footnoteRef:13] [13:  ‘Trump Signs Executive Order Directing US Withdrawal from the Paris Climate Agreement — Again’, AP News, 20 January 2025 <https://apnews.com/article/trump-paris-agreement-climate-change-788907bb89fe307a964be757313cdfb0>. ] 

Octavia Butler prophesised a barren, fragile dystopian society, where they struggle to survive extreme weather events amid increasing wealth inequality. Today, in 2025, we can see these predicted effects of climate change, most recently in the wildfires in California have devastated the West Coast.
[image: Wildfire burning through the mountains north of LA, California : r/pics][footnoteRef:14]In Butler’s dystopia, the climate has become damaging to society, with extreme earthquakes, tropical storms and year-round droughts, which results in a lack of agricultural development, and a lack of food for locals, especially in a place where travelling beyond the walls of your village is not much of an option. In passing, Butler discusses the weather effects in other states outside of the novel’s setting, such as ‘tornadoes are smashing hell out of Alabama, Kentucky, Tennessee, and two or three other states. Three hundred people dead so far. And there’s a blizzard freezing the northern Midwest, killing even more people.’[footnoteRef:15] [14:  https://i.redd.it/esvikur5fwjz.jpg ]  [15:  Butler, Parable of the Sower. p.49] 

In real time, California has experienced tragic wildfires this year that spread over much of the state, and have devastated entire towns, burning down many homes, the ‘death toll climbs to 30 after officials find more human remains’[footnoteRef:16], according to The Guardian, ‘The fires forced the evacuation of tens of thousands of people in the region and within days laid waste to 60sq miles (97sq km) and destroyed nearly 17,000 structures.’[footnoteRef:17] [16:  Dani Anguiano, ‘LA Wildfires Death Toll Climbs to 30 after Officials Find More Human Remains’, The Guardian, 3 April 2025, section US news <https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/03/los-angeles-wildfires-death-toll>.]  [17:  Anguiano, ‘LA Wildfires Death Toll Climbs to 30 after Officials Find More Human Remains’.] 

Along these lines, Butler’s story also explores the detrimental damages that are caused by natural disasters and fires, such as a drug that frequently appears throughout the novel, nicknamed ‘Pyro’ which is highly addictive, and makes its users become obsessed with, and even sexually attracted to fire, and so one of the biggest dangers to their society is drug users gaining access to their homes or their family members and setting fire, which rapidly spreads, and it hard to put out, thanks to the frequent droughts, and water being too valuable of a resource to use on putting out fires.
The Next Decade:
So, what can the Trump administration learn from authors such as Butler, Orwell and Atwood? All three have famous novels, only growing in popularity in recent years, all of which have been banned in the states. Their novels all explore the negative impact of how presidential campaigns have created a society in which we are coming alarmingly close. Atwood creates a theocratic dystopia named Gilead, similarly to Butler’s sequel to ‘Parable of the Sower’, named ‘Parable of the Talents’ written in 1998 and set in 2032, which follows the protagonist Lauren, living in an America under the power of a Christian Fundamentalist president named Andrew Steele Jarret who uses the exact quote ‘Make America Great Again’. Jarret’s main goal is to reform America to live under purely Christian faith, enslaving those who do not adhere to Christianity, igniting wars and earth’s climate only growing worse, and more uninhabitable until they are forced to explore space as their only reliable option for humanity to live. How does this new dystopia predict the coming future such as the first novel did? Can we prevent it?
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