[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading festival statement
For the reading festival we were all given a book to read and create a 60 second movie in response. The book that was chosen for me was The Diary of a Madman and Other Stories by Nikolay Gogol. This book included 8 stories for me to chose from, I read most of the stories in the book and decided to create a video based on The Diary of a Madman. 
The Diary of a Madman is about a Russian civil servant named Aksenty Ivanovich Poprishchin. It begins by him writing about his day, waking up early, his work life and how he longs for the director of his works daughter. He later believes he can hear the Directors dog Medji talk and overhears a conversation between Medji and another dog about letters that they have sent each other. Poprishchin manages to get hold of the letters Medji had written and finds out that the Directors daughter is to marry another man. Since them his diary entries start to sound more insane. He starts to believe he is the King of Spain and by the end of the story it is believed he gets put in a mental asylum. 
I decided to make a video on the dates noted in the book as by the end they got rather interesting, for example “86th Martober, between day and night”. Some moths seem to have mixed into one word or number of the day of the month would be too high. After doing more research into the book I also found out that the first insane date “ 43 April 2000” is believed to be used to avoid the date May 13, as the word maja suggests majat’sja, which in Russian means suffering. In the video I show every date entry in the story to show how he slowly became more and more mad and dissociated with reality, I decided to add white noise in the background of this to emphasize the dissociasion.   
If I were to do this again, I would spend the same amount of time reading the book and making the video as I read most of the stories and couldn’t decide what one to choose, which left me with little time to create and edit the video. 
