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Part 2
Introduction 
      Cambridge Dictionary (2025) states that multilingualism is being able to understand and use more than two languages, this can be through written or spoken pieces. Cambridge Dictionary (2025) also states that bilingualism is the use of being able to speak two languages. 
    (Smidt, 2016, P.43) states that children who are unable to read or write yet have an importance within the language they speak as this is how they will observe and learn from the environment themselves. Smidt also states that the UK has a curriculum that is divided into two sections for children, these are the early years foundation stage and the national curriculum. In both of these sections of learning they focus on helping the child develop on their first language and slowly including a second language, such as, Welsh. 
Benefits
    Bilingualism and multilingualism have many benefits, in this written essay two benefits will be discussed, these are, children having improved concentration and children having a better understanding of the different cultures. 
    Bilingualism improves concentration as it allows the brain to learn to manage using two or more languages and how to switch back and forth between these languages which needs a lot of concentration from the child, the more this is practised then the more developed they will become within their concentrations, this also helps the child to become detached from distractions they may face whilst using multiple languages, this can be used from when children start to be able to babble. Bilingualism helps to develop the brain stems and to create a wider understanding for children, this helps them to have stronger concentration skills when completing work when in their school settings. 
   Bilingualism helps children to have an understanding of different cultures by helping them to understand how different people communicate and the way in which they communicate. By being bilingual it allows the child to have an open view of the world and how it communicates and the different ways in which different cultures communicate. This could be from how different cultures communicate with their lifestyles or to how their language works and the type of language they will use to communicate. 
Welsh/English as an Additional Language
   Children with Welsh or English as their additional language means that their first language will not be Welsh or English and that it will be whatever language that the parents speak at home. 
   Department for Education (2020) state that a census was collected from schools in order to find children who had a different first language and then were using English as their additional language. The Department for Education also state that students who were assessed on the ability to speak English in 2018 showed that 36% of children spoke English fluently and that 6% were new to English. 
     Welsh Government (2014) states that Welsh as an additional language means that a student will have neither English or Welsh as their first language and that having a Welsh language requires a large amount of support. 
     Children who have English and Welsh as an additional language will learn their family language at home first and then when they learn the Welsh and English language these will be their second or third languages, which then leads to bilingualism. This can cause some problems for some children as it can take them longer to academically develop due to them not understanding the language that they are learning in. This is because the terminology that will be used when learning will be different in English and Welsh to what it would be in their own language. 
    Welsh and English as an additional language can also be beneficial to children as they will be able to understand two to three languages and this can sometimes support their learning as they will have multiple ways to understand topics. 
Brain Development 
      NHS (2025) state that 90% of a child’s brain development happens before a child turns five and that all experiences the child has before this will help to form their brain. 
    National Literacy Trust (2022) states that multilingualism helps to stimulate a child’s brain and helps children to have a more open approach to learning as they are able to observe and create ideas to their learning through two or more languages that they are able to speak. They also state that a child whose home language is developed and continuously practiced throughout their lives will then find it easier to pick up a second language and to constantly develop both languages, parents are encouraged to keep their home language alive alongside learning English in order for children to have the best opportunities to learn through both languages.
    Aliouche, H (2022) states that children who learn two or more languages in the first few years of life are less likely to struggle with memory loss when they are older as that cognitive part of their brain will be stronger and more adaptable. This is due to a study showing that by knowing two or more languages it is more likely to slow down the cognitive decline and result in reducing the risk that a person could reduce dementia. By being able to understand two or more languages it can improve communication skills and the way in which children conduct themselves when communicating with others.
Divergent Thinking 
      Cambridge Dictionary (2025) states that being divergent is being different, therefore divergent thinking means that someone will think and process differently to others. 
   Booton, S (2021) states that there has never been any evidence or study taken place to prove that children with divergent thinking would be unable to be bilingual.
    Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2025) states that every child who is living within Wales and receiving an education has a right to this education. Wales is a bilingual country and that all children who are bilingual are entitled to receive education in the language of choice. Specifically, children who have divergent thinking will then need more support and opportunities from staff and family in order to be entitled to a successful learning experience. 
    The commissioner also states that all local authorities are to review the provision and opportunities they provide for children with additional learning needs who are learning through Welsh, these provisions must be updated in order for children with additional learning needs to have the best learning opportunities no matter what language they will be learning through. 
    Divergent thinking can impact a child’s opportunities to learn through a bilingual setting as some local authorities struggle to have the funding, resources and staffing available for children to learn within a Welsh-medium provision. The commissioner of Wales is pushing for this to be reviewed so that children with divergent thinking are also able to have the opportunities to learn within a second language. 
Links with early years frameworks and programmes. 
     There are multiple legislations that have been put into place over the last few years in order to support children through the Welsh language within settings, these include, Welsh Language Act 1997 and 1993 and Welsh language standards. 
   Welsh Government (2025) has six areas of learning, these are expressive arts, health and well-being, humanities, language and literacy, mathematics and science and technology. These all include and implement the Welsh language and how this can be incorporated into the different areas. 
   There are many different services in which are provided for young children that implement the Welsh language and provide children with the opportunity to extend their language knowledge, these include young children attending a meithrin which has opportunities for children who are new to the Welsh language and just starting to engage with it. Wales provides a Welsh radio which provides Welsh news and songs in order to allow radio channels for Welsh speakers.  
   Wales provides twenty-two language initiatives these enable people to be able to socialise with others through the Welsh language and practise and enhance their Welsh language with the support of others who may be in the same situation as them. 
     By linking the provision of the Welsh Language into the appropriate legislation and learning outcomes then it allows for children to practice and engage in their Welsh, by this being implemented in the correct way it allows for more people to have the opportunity to speak Welsh ensuring that there will be more Welsh speakers within the years to come. 


Conclusion
To conclude bilingualism is beneficial for children as it helps them to see the world from different types of views and to work on their concentration which can help to develop cognitively and to show more emphasis within their work. This is going to be used within future practice as more opportunities will be provided for children and families who are bilingual, this can be by providing more support out side of sessions and providing support groups. 
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