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Targets from my previous assignment
 
	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	 
 Try to support your key messages/ recommendations with research, who agrees? who disagrees?
 
	  The way I have addressed this target is by using more references to support my recommendations

	 
 Provide a counter argument for recommendations made or critically evaluate aspects to be cautious with.  
 
	 I addressed this target by using opposing opinions and why certain suggestions may not work.

	 
 Extend your reading to support your synthesis of research.
 
	 I addressed this target by using more books in my research.


 
 

 
Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.
This assignment will analyse the writer's placement school and determine the strengths and barriers of School X in relation to using and engaging with the community. The writer will consider what type of area school X is in and what impact this has on the community and the pupils within it. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2019) outlines how a community is a group of people who live in a particular area. Something the writer will also consider is why it is important for parents and caregivers to be involved with the school and suggesting ways that school X can improve their engagement with parents. The writer will also be exploring what is within the local area and how school X can use the immediate local area to support children’s learning in school. The writer has also considered and improved upon targets from the previous assessment within this piece.

School X is a mixed gender, English medium primary school located in an urban city within the Swansea local authority (Swansea Council, 2021). National Geographic, (2023) describes an urban area as a developed human structures area which suggests that school X is in a larger populated area. School X is made up of over 311 pupils with four specialist facilities for autistic children and those with learning difficulties. This is supported by the ESTYN Report, (2019) which implies how school X has a good support system for children who have additional needs. Even though school x has only a few mainstream classes it is still presented as an inclusive school as it has a huge focus on children with additional learning needs. Furthermore, the EYSTN report states that school X “is an extremely caring and inclusive community that supports pupils exceptionally well.”  School X also has a Flying Start setting based within the school (School X Website, 2024). (Gov.Wales, 2024) explains Flying Start is a programme that provides support for families that are in disadvantaged areas. Flying start provides access to free part-time childcare. This indicates that school X is in a deprived area. This is supported by the percentage of free school meals in school X which is 55.2%. This is 31.1% higher than the local authority average (Gov.Wales, 2022). Based on Child poverty action group, (2025) poverty can have a negative impact on a child’s education, general health and wellbeing.  As highlighted by School X Website, (n.d.) the way school X tackles this is by using their 13 value reasons which include respect, trust, support. This will help tackle the negative impacts of being in a disadvantaged area. (Government, 2020) supports this as they state how support in the classroom such as additional resources can positively help children who are at a disadvantage. According to (School X, n.d.) school X has a development plan to help improve their school. This includes them wanting to make engagement with families and build a stronger community. They also aim to engage the community with training new teachers. The way that school X plans on achieving this is to encourage parents to engage in sessions which will aid the school and parents to better understand the community. According to (School X, (n.d.), school X claims they are an inclusive school that uses engagement events to help build strong relationships in the community. (Welsh Government, 2023) supports this plan as it states how schools who work closely with families are shown to have a beneficial effect on supporting lower income households. It also emphasizes how schools working close with the community will help parents feel valued and understood. Although School X has planned to increase its engagement with parents and the community, School X’s attendance could be viewed as a cause for concern. This is because the school's attendance as indicated by (Gov.Wales, 2022) has dropped from 93.4% to 88.9% since 2018 and is currently under the Welsh average of 91.5%. (Gov.UK, 2023) makes the point that it is important for children to attend school as being surrounded by friends and teachers is the foremost way for children to reach their full potential and effectively learn. (Westminster Insight, 2024) makes the point that schools should remind parents and caregivers of the community that children having good attendance is essential responsibility for both them and the school. This suggests that school X could perhaps get more involved in helping parents have knowledge about why attendance is so vital.  (NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS, 2009) expresses that by children missing out on school they are at a disadvantage when it comes to their learning which is why it is important to give parents the knowledge on why attendance is important as it can cause implications for the child in the future. 


It is crucial for schools to include parents and carers in a child's learning experience. (Blamires, Blamires and Robertson, 2013, p.11) and (Beveridge, 2005, p.61) both agree with this as they mention how parents and carers have a right to have a say in their children's education and that a strong relationship between home and school is vital for a child’s education. (Education Endowment Foundation, 2021) explains that parent engagement is where schools involve parents in reinforcing parents in their child's learning. School X does this through coffee mornings every term. This is to give parents the chance to understand how their child learns. This can be seen as positive however it does need to be taken into consideration that some parents don’t feel the need to engage with their child’s school. (Apps, 2016) states that reasons parents don’t want to engage with their child’s school may be because they only feel the need to involve themselves with the school when there is a problem with their child’s learning or behavior.
 (Apps, 2016) also mentions how parents might not be available during school hours due to them working which could be an implication to school X doing coffee mornings. The writer suggests that School X could make this more inclusive to parents by hosting evening sessions for those parents that want to attend but can’t due to work.
The writer also suggests that perhaps school X could educate parents of the importance of them being involved in their child’s education through school newsletters or through email. (edutopia, 2023) agrees with the writer's suggestion as they state how most communication between parents and teachers is done through email. This suggests that email can be an effective approach to persuading parents to be more involved with the school. (Sullivan, 1988, p.61) emphasizes how schools should hold class assemblies which gives parents and cares the opportunity to see their child’s skills and allow them the chance to speak to teachers after the assembly to “discuss matters of interest”. The writer recommends how School X could do more school assemblies. Perhaps even some that are aimed at informing parents about things the school is doing. This includes school plays to show parents and carers what pupils have learnt throughout a topic. Another example could also be to award assemblies to praise pupils for their achievements, this could help to build a stronger relationship between parents and teachers. (Comhla, n.d.) mentions how by schools doing informative assemblies for parents can give the school an opportunity to showcase children's talents and achievements to parents and carers. (Comhla, n.d.) also states how it can be beneficial for parents to have informative assemblies which support the writer's recommendation.  

 (School X Website, 2024a) shows that school X hosts half term activities for families. This is seen as positive because it helps parents engage with the school and helps to build family bonds with activities such as family breakfast, or messy play. Despite this an implication could be that parents may not have the time off to take their children to these events also teachers may not be at the school during these half term events meaning that parents can’t involve themselves with knowing what their child is doing and their progress during term time. The writer suggests that to overcome this barrier during term time schools encourage parents to attend parent's evenings to see how their child is progressing and what they are learning in school. School X could also put on learning sessions for parents at times that fit their schedules better. This can be done by giving parents and carers plenty of notice and multiple sessions so that it is accessible for all. Even though parents evening is a successful way to give parents and teachers the chance to discuss a child’s progress and barriers it is still important to consider that some parents might not find parents evening important as the information given about the child is generic which may not influence parents to attend parents evening (ESTYN, 2018).


As well as school X using parent engagement school X can use the local area to engage its community. (Raising Children Network, 2022) states how essential it is for children to feel connected to their community as it gives them a sense of belonging. This will make a child feel safe and secure during their learning experience. This is supported by (Beames, 2012, p.vii) when they explain how children who are exposed to natural environments are able more able to cope with illness, injury and have stronger resilience. (School X, n.d.) emphasizes how school X has a forest school which encourages outdoor learning and play. (Knight, 2013) claims that forest school enables children to make decisions, cooperate with others. Forest school also helps to build a child's confidence and self-esteem. This helps children to engage with their environment independently. According to (School X, n.d.) school X links closely with the local area by involving local churches to help engage spiritual development they also have police officers and youth workers who regularly participate in activities for the children. (Baptists Together, 2013) supports this approach as it can be helpful for children to spiritually engage in faith. (Lamont, Macleod and Wilkin, 2011) also agrees with this approach as it explains how police going into schools can aid relationships between children and their local area and it can reduce the level of poor behavior in school. The writer suggests a way school X can include more of the local area to support learning. This is to take the children to local parks to give them the chance to explore their outdoor surroundings in the local area. (Brackenfield, 2024) agrees with the writer's suggestion as it describes it as an affordable way that children can learn to “respect their surroundings”. However, it should be taken into consideration that (Department for Education, 2018) argues that there are health and safety risks with this suggestion such as trips and falls. Despite this (Knight, 2011, p.2) explains the importance of children taking risks as it helps children to make mistakes and learn from them. Another suggestion to help school X use the local area in there learning approach is to take the children to the local church this will help further develop their spirituality and will allow them a chance to engage with the community through choir,events such as food banks. (Naik, 2023) agrees with this suggestion as it states the importance of educating children about poverty which links in with food banks by children helping with the food bank it will teach them to feel empathy for others. However, it should be considered that since school X is in a disadvantaged area some of the children may themselves be using a food bank and this suggestion may impact them negatively. 



The writer was able to discover what area school X was in and possible implications for the local area. The writer was also able to identify what school X does to interact with the community and the writer was also able to give suggestions on how to engage parents and how to include the local area into learning to be effective for school X. To summarize this assignment, it could be argued that school X isn’t effectively including the local area or engaging parents with the community. Despite this school X wants to improve this within the future. However, by using the suggestions the writer has given throughout, School X could potentially improve on this in the future. 
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