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· Introduction
In this supporting paper, we are going to talk about the vulnerability of children and young people and the impacts it has on them and the process of intervention by relevant health and social care agencies within the case study. In the presentation, we stated that the vulnerability of children and young people is something that is really effective in their lives. Every child and young people when growing up are very vulnerable. This can be physically, emotionally, and cognitive. A child going through their teenage years cannot decide for themselves without the shadow of an elderly person. (Adekunle, 2020)
Every child and young person need the guidance of their caregivers. A child being vulnerable can cause some sort of trauma in their lives. This can affect their growth and well-being too. In this supporting paper, we will discuss the results and outcomes of the case study presented in the presentation and how the policy and legislation related to safeguarding children and young people. 




· Present the case study.
The case study talks about a young person at the age of 17 who resides in Lambert, with white ethnic background, is a drug addict and his parents do not want him living with them anymore due to his drug misuse issue. The young person has been suffering from anxiety and depression. Has dropped out from school at the age of 16 and currently has no interest in finding any employment. He has been engaged in the online selling of fake concert tickets in order to fund his drug habit. His parents have received complaints from victims and the case has been escalated to the fraud police leaving the parents in financial misery.  

· Factors of vulnerability children, young people and families face within the case study.
A young teenager who is involved in excessive drug misuse is bound to be affected mentally, physically, and emotionally. In this case, some of the factors that have been detected was, mental health problems. In the case study, it has been mentioned that the young child is suffering from depression and anxiety. If a child is going through any kind of depression and anxiety, it can come from family difficulties, bullying, family conflict, physical, emotional, or sexual abuse. (nhs.co.uk, 2020) 
The young child in this case study could be neglected by the caregivers at a younger age hence why he chose to do drugs. This shows the lack of family support lack of guidance. Another factor that can be detected is that the place of residence could be dangerous for the child and the parent, Southwark is known for a high rate of children and young adult being involved in drug and alcohol misuse. 
Neglection is one of the most common abuses in the UK, so many children and young adults are being neglected by their families which then causes a long term of depression and anxiety for them. (Mind, 2017). 
· The impact of these factors on the children and young people 
A drug misuse can cause a lot of issues for a young child. It can affect their behaviour, can affect their eating order. It can cause a lot of problems when it comes to health, physically and mentally. 
The parents can find raising children and young people as such who are addicted to drugs really challenging. They cannot love and show support for them due to the change of their behaviour which in the end, causes the parents to neglect and disown their own children. 
A lot of young children who are into drugs drop out from school before they graduate. Majority of the young children who drop out end up being homeless, the government lacks ways on how to provide for them. (Horn SL, 2020)
· The process of intervention by relevant health and social care agencies within the case study
 The safeguarding agencies that are located in Southwark can help safeguard the children who are in need.  According to children act, (1989-2004) it also states that every child has the right to be safeguarded and promote their welfare when they are in need. (nhs, 2022). The things that can be done to help the young person in this case study and his parents include community health, youth justice service, Southwark Housing, Family Early Help and Domestic Abuse Service. 

· Actions of social services with the family 
Actions the social services can take includes monitoring. The social care service can keep an eye on the family and help them achieve good mental and physical health as well as good family bonding.  
They can offer continuous support to the family to make sure their needs are always met. The child safety also comes first, what they can do is put the child in foster care if they detect the child’s life might be in danger. 



· Results and outcomes
Some of the actions and the outcomes that were made includes. 
Attending rehabilitation sessions. 
Staying away from the usage of drugs.
Getting back to education. 
Housing support. 
Mental health will improve. 
Applying for benefits will help him be stable financially. 

· Policy and legislation related to safeguarding children and young people. 
Some of the policy and legislation that were used in the case study which relates to safeguarding children and young people includes. 
Children Act 2004 - according to this act, it has been stated that every child and young people have the right to be helped and safeguarded their welfare. To protect the children and the young from anything that brings them harm mentally, physically. (Ihasco, 2023) Under this act, the legislation can order an assessment to be done to Investigate how the parenting style of the caregivers. 
· Theories guiding interventions of social services in case of safeguarding issues. 
Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs (1943) include the attachment theory. In the case study it is shown that the child lacks the feeling of belonging and love from his parents considering they do want him around due to his drug intake and the amount of complains they receive because of the child. We learnt that according to Maslow, a parent may serve both comfort and fear. In other words, this means that if the parent does not have the right funds and knowledge to raise a child, he/she may affect their growth. 


· Conclusion and Recommendations 
In conclusion, the social care can provide mental health support services for the child as well as the parents. To develop a well education for the child, this will help him get back on his feet once he is done with school, he can also apply for jobs that befits him. 
Help him overcome the usage of drugs and provide healthy diet for him. Provide ongoing support and follow up on how the family is holding up.  
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Policy and 
legislation 
related to 
safeguarding 
children and 
young 
people



CHILDREN ACT 2004,
This act states that every person working under this act and legislation has the 
responsibilities to help safeguard the children and to promote their welfare. 
(www.ihasco.co.uk, 2023)
preventing the child and the young people from anything that brings them harm 



mentally, physically and financially.
An assessment can be done to investigate the parenting style, the mental health 
capacity of the young people.
As stated in the case study, the young person is going through anxiety and depression. 



An observation can be done to ensure he gets the help he needs urgently and take 
actions in regard to his mental health.



EDUCATION ACT 2002,
Every child has the right to education and the legislation sets out duties and 
responsibilities to ensure every young people and children are receiving the right 
education they need.
To ensure that they are protected from any harm, abuse and neglect.
the young person has dropped out from school due to anxiety and depression. To 
overcome this, the legislation needs to ensure to do an assessment on his health and 
find out how to help him get back to education.
The legislation can work together to ensure the safety of the children and the young 
people.
(legistlation.gov.uk, 2002 ) 
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Theories guiding interventions of social 
services in case of safeguarding issues
• Attachment theory.
- Lack of belonging and love.
• A parent may serve comfort and fear.
• Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs,((1943) it 



states that after psychological and safety 
needs is fulfilled, the third level of human 
needs is the need of belonging and love.



• In this case, we see that the 17-year-old 
lacks the need of belonging and love 
considering that his parents do not want 
him around.
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