


This paper aims to review and discuss the effectiveness of community based and neighbourhood policing by firstly looking understanding what community policing means and why it was introduced. To discuss whether it has been effective or not there are findings of a variety number of sources provided, that portray their own arguments and opinions of the subject, with a statistical source of ratings for anti-social behaviour included to support the main points within a comparison of the year. With questions asked; is this style of policing effective? Has it made a difference? 

In order to successfully review and discuss the effectiveness of community based and neighbourhood policing it is firstly essential to look into the history from which this model came about, and to also understand the whole ‘policing’ term. The idea of crime prevention was non-existent in the early history of law enforcement, and there was very little organisation when it came to crime prevention as in the earliest years of society, the communities were not situated with any official law enforcement function but instead families or fraternities would take it upon themselves to take revenge of the people who may have caused wrongdoing/offence towards them (Roufa, 2019).
Sir Robert Peel established the Metropolitan Police Services in London in 1829 which was the first police force ever introduced. Peel created the organisation based on a framework to portray what a police force as a whole should be compromised of, and how basic police officers should present themselves. Since the police forces became established all over the country in 1856 there have been many different models of policing that has been introduced and developed. The first thoughts opinionated by the public about a professional police force being introduced was mainly that they were worried the new force would behave like the military would. Due to the poor public perceptions of a professional police force, peel created and organised his framework to show how it would all work in hope that the public perception would differ (Roufa, 2019). 

In order to effectively review and discuss the effectiveness of community based and neighbourhood policing it is essential to have an understanding of what is meant by this model, and what this model is set to achieve. According to Brian Reaves, community policing is the most known and most widely adopted policing method used in this day and age as it is a collaboration of such between the police and the community in solving community-based problems. The movement towards community policing has gained a wide range of momentum over recent years due to police and community leaders set out to find different effective ways to promote public safety and a higher quality of life within communities (BOJA, 1994).  Mitch Lortz claims that community policing is a law enforcement strategy that was introduced to the authorities during the early 80s and is a very well-known term and method. Community policing is defined as a ‘’law enforcement philosophy that allows officers to continuously operate in the same area in order to create a stronger bond with the citizens situated in the area’’ (Lortz, 2016).
Lortz (2016) states that that this style differs from traditional policing due to the methods used and outcomes achieved when undertaking the community policing approach. Community policing is implemented for one main objective which is being able to prevent local crime happening before it actually happens rather than having to deal with it after it has happened. This style focuses on creating a safer environment mentally and physically for the community, and it also allows residents who live within these areas to express the criminal activities that they feel they are most affected by and it provides an agenda of shaping an ‘accurate law enforcement priority list’ for the local foot police to maintain. Pursuing this model of policing allows the residents to part take in keeping the crime rates down and their sense of safety up within their local area. 

Community policing includes a few different policing techniques which doesn’t have to include using up a lot of police resources, but it includes little programmes being set up, such as creating neighbourhood newsletters, ordering a couple of police officers to patrol the streets by foot and providing prevention initiatives for neighbourhood watch(GMU,2018).  These extra neighbourhood programmes are introduced with the same goals being set to achieve which include; receiving improved police attitudes towards the local residents and vice versus, and to simply have the force defined as a more effective service all around (Jayachandran, 2016). Using this method style allows the police to stand back from the community side of issues and focus on the most threating levels of crime elsewhere, due to the neighbouring community members pulling together as the active allies to deter the smaller local crimes (BJA,1994). 

To fully understand whether this style of policing is effective when its exhibited to the public, there needs to be reviewed examples on whether or not there are any benefits of undertaking the community policing style or finding examples of where this style simply has not worked.  There are many benefits provided with community policing for both the local police stations, and of course the residents situated within the chosen area of safeguarding. The residents of the local community benefit from this technique as it enables them to feel safer and more content in their own homes due to the patrolling police officers maintaining the peace on their street. Not only will the residents feel safer in their own homes due to the supportive interactions given, but they will also receive a more respected perception on their local police department which will enable them to start attaining more trust towards the local officers when it comes to reporting the minor crimes (Wycoff, 1988). However; this also benefits the local police department as a whole due to them gaining a respected public perception for the work they do, and the effort put in to help their local communities to deter crime (Lortz 2016).  Not only does is this style of policing enable the police force to allocate their resources to the more serious situations by keeping the community officers at hand for the local ones, but it also brings the community together by volunteering their time and determination alongside the community officers through a joint collaboration as previously stated. Bringing the public together can help to build a stronger community which creates a fundamental structure of respect for others and a greater sense of responsibility (Regoli, 2016). 

To fully understand whether this style of policing is effective when its exhibited to the public, there needs to be reviewed examples and/or stories on whether or not the community policing style has worked in the past. One example of where it is clearly shown to have worked; Wycoff (1998) claims that the strategies put in place to link in with community policing happened to indeed not only reduce the local residents fear towards their neighbourhood crimes, but to also convert their views of crime and disorderly actions situated within their area and to then  find ways around them. Jayachandran (2016) states that the Department of Justice claims that community policing is a method that provides structural approaches to provide the support of the organised procedures of different partnerships to deliver problem solving techniques to result in proactively addressing the immediate situations, in which in this case is the local community disruptions that cause an increase rise public safety issues that include crime, social disorder and fear of crime. According to Jayachandran a report released by the president’s task force written on ‘21st century to build trust between the community and the police. Jayachandran (2016) also claims that the report found that if the members of the public had the different perspective of  the police as a service working within the  community instead of an external factor to which they are imposing force, the citizens would be more obliged to follow the laws. ‘’This premise is the backbone to the success of community policing’’ (Jayachandran 2016). [image: ] The police of London released a comparison report on their findings of crime levels when maintained by the community policing style. 
Source 1 shows the statistics of anti-social behaviour found from 2018 – 2019. The graph shows a major rise of anti -social behaviour in March 2019. This could suggest a number of things, being there could not have been enough community officers to spread around the communities, another point being there could have been a certain event occurring to assume for the cause of this rise. One suggestion could be that In March, residents of London called for a big march protest through central London calling for another EU referendum this could possibly have been the cause of a high rise, as antisocial behaviour during the months afterwards started to decline after the political situations calmed down.
Chief Will Johnson wrote an article answering a question he is often asked about whether community policing actually works, to which he answers yes as there has been a lot of research put into the topic that demonstrates that community policing is in fact effective in reducing crime. He then states the police department he works for can support his answer. Johnson is another one of many people to find in their conclusion that community policing provides many advantages when properly demonstrated. Johnson claims that the local residents are more likely to cooperate and trust the police in which supports Jayachandran’s findings. Johnson(2018) also claims that the local residents will be more likely to not only hold a watchful eye over their neighbours but to also be able to report suspicious individuals, these 2 arguments link to Wycoff’s argument about the public receiving a sense of responsibility for their neighbourhood and also building a rapport with the police to be able to approach them when something within their community is not right . 
Johnson gives an example of when community policing successfully came into play during their operation safety new program. In 2016 the police department noticed a massive incline in robbery and aggravated assault. Their OSN operation focussed on the goal of ‘reducing robberies, assaults, and knife crimes’. Weekly intelligence and investigations were set up, to structure the operation reports and provide officers with the information needed on any areas or persons of interest all determined by ‘hot spot mapping’. Johnson also states that the programme they provided required the publics participation.  To make the public aware of what the operation was set to achieve and how they were going to achieve it, the police would launch messaging campaigns via social media, and undertake door to door techniques to get the information across. Within Johnsons conclusion in his report, his findings were; the violent crimes involving knifes had fallen just under average levels, and any violent crime in general had fallen 6% within his community and his reasoning behind it links with the other people whom had formed their arguments on why and how community policing works, which is ‘when the police are proactive and approachable, the public are 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, there are a variety of sources that have been provided showing positive arguments and examples of where community policing has in fact worked and greatly deterred crime rates. As Jayachandran stated from the statistics given from the department of justice, community policing worked more effectively in cases of anti-social behaviour on the streets, due to the work they put in creating the community programmes and just generally cooperating more with the members of public. With the police working more reliably with the public, they will gain the trust of the public who will then in turn be able to confide in the police which will allow the police to be more aware of what goes on within the local communities and have a better chance of noticing any negative patterns. 
Understanding these patterns will allow the police to prepare themselves for when upcoming events occur and prepare accordingly, which could be bringing more officers to safeguard the streets.  Jeffery Roth states that community policing is all about ideas and structures; it is a philosophy not just a programme, and the sources provided within this writing all show a state of relation when it comes to the police providing community programmes to help assist the public with their local disorders. These programmes were found to require trust and compassion from both sides of the parties in order for the programmes in order to work successfully, and if the public trusted the police, they were more obliged to work with them to help deter crime. 
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