	Targets
	How have I improved

	To further develop my ability to use evidence to support the argument

	I have made sure to find evidence which is more relevant to the argument I want to propose

	To engage with a more extensive range of literature.

	I have used a lot more literature and of various types in this assignment 



Title:
Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
[bookmark: _Int_bIfXHIoz]Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.
Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

Introduction
Of the three pedagogical principles provided to take into consideration for this assignment, all three considers teaching and learning however, the first and third (as ordered in the title) relate to the approaches and experiences teachers can provide to create a rich curriculum. In 2015, Donaldson reviewed the curriculum for Wales in his “Successful Futures” report and suggested the Welsh education curriculum should produce unambiguous purposes linked directly to teaching and learning to allow children to see the purpose of learning (Donaldson,2015.) Both principles offer a blended learning approach which could include cross-curricular learning. Cross curricular learning is the approach of incorporating two or more subjects together to create a more blended learning experience. Rather than sticking to a timetable of one lesson per session, the cross-curricular learning approach can be heavily beneficial to learning because it allows children to learn from different teaching approaches, for example, focus groups or direct teaching. This gives children the opportunity to explore through learning, develop new skills and improve their depth of knowledge and understanding by exploring through different areas of learning. Overall, the blending the learning allows children to grow as thinkers (Lynch, 2023.) This approach can link to the four purposes of the curriculum reviewed by Donaldson. The curriculum's purpose claims children should be ambitious and capable learners supported through cross-curricular learning and blended learning approaches (Dauncey, 2015). Piaget would agree children need the opportunity to learn through different teaching approaches and need the opportunity to explore through learning and play. The teacher should be used as a facilitator and support children with the process rather than supplementing the information and knowledge directly to them, he says children should learn things from their own experiences (Tes, 2019.) 
The twelve pedagogical principles should be consistently reviewed and applied to foundation learning to ensure children are successful in their progression. The learner-centred pedagogy should be embedded throughout the curriculum. In foundation learning, children have an eagerness to play, it is also vital for them to be given plenty of opportunities to do so as it is a right. Through play children gather experiences which they apply to daily life which progresses into their skills, development and understanding of the world. Learners will progress successfully if given opportunities to and are provided with a range of rich environments for them to explore. Play and play based learning is beneficial to holistic development and helps children exercise their skills in all aspects (Hwb, 2023.) John Dewey, an American Philosopher, agrees children need opportunities to explore to ensure a rich environment, provide deeper knowledge, and enhance skills. In Dewey’s words “There is an intimate and necessary relation between the process of actual experience and education” this can be interpreted as experience and education work collaboratively together to create a harmonious environment for children in foundation learning (Cloke, 2023)

Good Teaching and Learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching
There have been many beneficiaries to applying a range of teaching approaches within foundation learning. Strobel Education (2023) considers that enforcing a successful range of teaching strategies in a foundation learning environment can encourage students to become more engrossed with learning material which can enhance their critical thinking skills. It is also noted that using a range of teaching strategies promotes an opportunity for children to work collaboratively with each other which can develop their social and emotional skills as well as their language and literacy. Allowing children to practice child-lead learning as well as other various strategies, links with the “foundation phase pedagogy” which has now been updated to “foundation learning pedagogy” within language, literacy, and communication skills (Welsh Government, 2015). It is a recognized fact that children will develop in at different paces to their peers, and (Welsh Government, 2015) express the vitality of allowing children access to a variety of lesson types to strengthen their development and push their abilities to the best they can. There must be a balance between child-lead learning and direct instruction by teachers. A successful curriculum grants children the freedom to be involved in their own learning which motivates children to excel in their development through their own interests.
[bookmark: _Int_Rf85otic][bookmark: _Int_d8m50KoU]There are many teaching and learning approaches used in a foundation learning environment, varying from child-lead learning, group work, whole class learning, and teacher-directed learning. Child-lead learning is when the child is able to dictate their learning experience by choosing what they want to do and how they learn whether that be drawing, building with blocks, dressing up and roleplaying. The objective for child-lead learning is to observe how the child addresses the activity and how they can adapt a task to suit their developmental ability (Kinteract). Imaginative play takes a child-lead approach to a child’s learning experience. Imaginative play would be heavily encouraged in a foundation learning environment because of how vital it is for a child’s development. Imaginative is an effective method of play to ensure the children are experiencing the multiple of the Areas of Learning and Experiences within their learning. Children will exercise their language, literacy, and communication skills by discovering unfamiliar words and language patterns for example if there was a ‘shop’ children would learn unfamiliar words of fruits, household items and how to speak with manners. They also are able to advance their mathematics skills by counting objects or ‘money.’ Children can control imaginative play to suit them best to their abilities and teachers are able to observe how the children overcome issues they may face (Miracle,2024). Child-lead learning enhances a child’s critical thinking skills, they are the ones in control of their learning. Dr Maria Montessori supported a child-lead pedagogy. She believed children should have the freedom to explore their environment and direct their own learning. Montessori supports the use of imaginative play as a purposeful play, for example when children are given real life objects, or objects that replicate real ones such as a shop till, or kitchen children will become familiar and gain understanding of the real world (Janelle, 2020). One of the challenges children may face with child lead learning is limited learning and development. When constructing their own learning, children tend to do only what they are comfortable with and do what they know which prevents them from trying new things and pushing themselves, this restricts further development. Without the involvement of teachers, children do not link educational concepts to their own activities, so without adults present to give insight, children lack connections to education and obstruct their deeper knowledge (Twinkl, 2019). 
 
[bookmark: _Int_BayTKV5m]Small group learning is another teaching learning approach where the class is separated into smaller groups, led by the teacher the group work on specific skills in a collaborative way which requires their input into the task. Carmen Choi (2019) believes keeping the group size small allows the teacher to accommodate to all children giving them individualized instruction and advice whilst allowing them to work together and collaborate. Small group work can be easily adaptable to the children whether they are organised by similar abilities or mixed abilities. Small group work when planned appropriately should allow children to be challenged but also not too hard where it affects their well-being and cause frustration. Small group work can be used in all areas of learning and experience for example children can have group discussions which strengthens their language, literacy, and communication skills. Group work can be supported by Vygotsky's theory of cognitive development and ‘The more knowledgeable other’ as explained by Mcleod (2024). A more knowledgeable other refers to someone who has greater knowledge or understanding of the topic. Children are able to take the place of the more knowledgeable other as well as teachers, this gives children plenty of opportunities to improve their skills. An advantage of the small group approach is that this method allows teachers to create relevant, differentiated instruction and targets to small groups based on abilities. It also allows teachers to observe children’s abilities and limitations in a closer range. On the other hand, this method provides challenges as students may feel pressure to be involved as they are more focussed on in small groups. This method can also be time-consuming through the effort of planning and preparing (Happy Numbers, 2024).


Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience 
The Welsh curriculum aims to build lessons based on the six areas of learning and experiences (AoLE’s) these consist of; Expressive Arts; Health and Well-being; Humanities; Languages, Literacy and Communication; Mathematics and Numeracy; Science and Technology. All AoLE’s relate to the four purposes of the curriculum. These AoLE’s should be applied as cross-curricular skills with the ability to integrate with each other to create a successful learning environment for the children. For example, if you are teaching Humanities, you could also practice Literacy as the children could explore ranges of literacy from other countries and analyze it. Children can also develop their numeracy skills by map reading and giving directions using a map (Welsh Government, 2020).
Cross- Curricular teaching is vital because it allows children to exercise multiple skills at once and use various kinds of strategies to make connections with their knowledge to further develop. Cross-curricular learning improves pupil’s engagement to tasks and inspires children to transfer their critical thinking and problem skills to other subjects they may find more challenging (Sphero, 2023). Cross-curricular learning is beneficial for teachers because it allows for more thorough, detailed discussions and learning during a limited time. When a lesson integrates two or more of the AoLE’s , teachers can provide overall more effective lessons than the traditional back-to-back single subject lessons (EIE,2023). 
[bookmark: _Int_KvBMODZg]There are mandatory Cross-curricular skills which are essential for learners to access the broad range of the school's curriculum and succeed as an individual in the future. The mandatory skills consist of Literacy, Numeracy, and digital competence (Welsh Government, 2020). Teachers must provide plentiful opportunities for children to develop their listening, reading, writing and communication skills and use numeracy to solve problems and aid real-life scenarios. Technology has rapidly become an essential resource to learning in schools. Antoinette Morris (2023) reports nearly 64% of UK schools incorporate digital use in everyday teaching including early years. With the popularity of digital use on the increase, it is vital that children are given opportunities to be confident to use a range of technologies to aid them with effective communication and get a grasp of the real-life world (Welsh Government, 2020).
Each Area of Learning and Experience contains statements of what matters. These statements should be interpreted from a holistic perspective, for example The Languages, Literacy and Communication areas should address all languages such as Welsh even in an English medium school. Allowing pupils to develop language skills leads learners to become healthy, confident individuals living fulfilled lives as valued members of society ready to express themselves through their culture and develop positive relationships. This AoLE also influences children to become ethical, informed citizens of Wales which is one of the four purposes (Welsh Government,2019). Under these statements of what matters, there are progression step descriptions which advise the teachers on how learners should progress as they develop through their learning adventure. For example, in the first progression of language, literacy and communication children should be able to take turns in a conversation and use gestures and expressions when communicating (Welsh Government,2019).

Good teaching and learning set tasks and select resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest
Building on prior knowledge can be one of the most effective aspects within learning. Whilst children may have previous knowledge on a subject, they may be reluctant to create links between previous knowledge and the new content. It is important for teachers to assess and reflect on children’s knowledge to prompt recall on the subject which helps make those connections and further progress their deeper understanding (Trickey, 2021). The curriculum for Wales, designed in 2015, contains progression steps for children across all six areas of learning to allow teachers to assess the child’s progress and what progression step resembles the child’s ability best. There are many progression steps which are constructed under the ‘What matters statements’ of an Area of learning and experience. The progression steps allow teachers to see where the child is heading when furthering their progression. For example, for the languages, literacy and communication learning area, in the Language connects us statement, the first progression step states children should begin to understand that there are a variety of languages in their environment. The second progression step further develops on this prior knowledge and children can now understand people use different languages (Welsh Government, 2019).
[bookmark: _Int_NDHIhunP]In order for children to progress they must be consistently assessed by their teachers to ensure that what they are doing is relevant to their progression stage and is encouraging them to develop their skills. Assessment in foundation learning is significant because it can help identify children who may need additional support. Assessment also provide evidence towards a child’s growth in all developmental factors such as their language, cognitive or physical development. Assessments can aid teachers when planning individual instruction for a child or group of the same developmental stage. Assessments not only help the teachers, but they can also be beneficial to the parents and guardians of the children as the assessment provides an opportunity between teachers and caregivers to work together to support the child (Resource for Learning, 2014).
Vygotsky constructed the theory of the ‘Zone of Proximal Development’ where children need guidance and encouragement from a more knowledgeable other such as a teacher to master a skill which is too difficult to do so alone. Having appropriate assistance can benefit the children to move into another progression step (Mcloed, 2024). In the Foundation learning environment, the more knowledgeable other, the teacher, could provide a range of resources, methodologies and reflection to assist learners to further develop. Methodologies could include active recall, questions and reflection on tasks.
It is essential that the resources provided in a foundation learning environment provide children with oppprtunties to develop on their prior knowledge as well as being a consistent engagement to the learners in the classroom. For example, using manipulative objects like numicon, blocks, or cubes gives children the opportunity to a hands-on approach to understand mathematical concepts such as addition, subtraction and grouping (Ginsburg,2008). 
[bookmark: _Int_CY1G8pvj]Using resources in a foundation learning environment can increase motivation. By using resources during lessons allows children to become hands-on with tasks and enhances motivation to improve their skills. Using the resources can help make lessons more memorable for the children which will then positively affect their skill to recall and reflect. Using learning tools promotes active learning, children will need to use skills in order to an analyse and synthesise and then apply those skills to the learning resource. Doing so will encourage children to think creatively and reason logically because children are taking a more active role in their own learning (Primary school resources, 2018). However, many schools face a lack of resources due to funding constraints, this impacts both teachers and the students. 85% of teachers in the United Kingdom believe their school is not able to provide proper learning resources for children because of the lack of funding provided. This impacts the children heavily as in foundation learning there is a huge emphasis on the importance of child-lead learning through play, where children need resources to play (National Education Union, 2023)

Conclusion
In conclusion, good teaching and learning encompass a variety of pedagogical principles that focus on setting tasks, selecting resources, and employing approaches that build on children's previous knowledge and experiences while engaging their interest. This holistic approach to education is vital for promoting deep learning, fostering critical thinking skills, and ensuring the holistic development of every learner. The principles discussed in this assignment, including cross-curricular learning, learner-centered pedagogy, and the utilization of a range of teaching approaches, highlight the importance of creating a rich and stimulating learning environment that caters to the diverse needs and interests of students. By incorporating these principles into educational practices, teachers can effectively support students' progression across various areas of learning and experience. Furthermore, the integration of progression steps, ongoing assessment, and the use of appropriate resources are essential components of effective teaching and learning. These elements not only help teachers track students' progress but also provide opportunities for targeted support and intervention to ensure that all learners are successful in their educational journey. Ultimately, by embracing these pedagogical principles and adopting a student-centered approach to teaching and learning, educators can create inclusive, engaging, and meaningful learning experiences that empower students to become confident, capable learners prepared for success in an ever-changing world.
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