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                                         Virtual Learning Environment 
Definition of Virtual Learning Environment: According to Margaret Rouse (2019),  a virtual platform and the virtual, learning environment are a set of tools used by teachers to teach and learn designed to enhance a student's learning experience through computers and the internet in the learning process. The main components of a VLE package include curriculum mapping, student tracking, online support for both teachers and students, and electronic communication. In general, VLE users assign either a teacher ID or a student ID. There are a number of commercially available VLE software packages, including Blackboard, WebCT, Lotus Learning Space.

ADVANTAGES OF VIRTUAL LEARNING 
1. According to Drexel (2018), among the many benefits of online education, you will find that virtual classrooms are great for people who improve their education while working. In a school classroom, lectures will be scheduled at a certain time of day, and your schedule will be shaped according to how the classes or classes are arranged. If you are currently employed and the courses are not available according to your work schedule, this work is no longer difficult, because there are hours and online courses, and you can choose most of them yourself according to your schedule. When you participate in a virtual campus, online learning allows you much more autonomy in deciding your own schedule. That means you can study whenever it suits you. Because your schedule is not dictated by courses, you can spend more time doing the things you want. This could mean focusing on your workplace or spending time with your family. All you need is a digital device and an internet connection and you have access to the tools you need to continue your education and get your degree.
2. According to Drexel (2018), education can be expensive, but e-learning offers the opportunity to save money. You don't have to travel to campus, which means you can save money on transportation. It also means saving time, as there is no need to travel to school and back home. Each year, the student spends over £ 2,000 on purchases, textbooks, materials and transportation. Virtual courses often take advantage of virtual resources, which translates into less money spent on textbooks. Tuition costs can also vary between online and campus programs. You can often find schools or colleges that are free, which benefits you greatly. For example, at Drexel University, students enrolled in online programs at the School of Education receive a 25% discount on the price of regular schooling. It even has online financial aid programs for students. Among all these sources of savings, cost reduction can be a huge advantage of e-learning.
3. According to Drexel (2018), among the many educational benefits of e-learning, some are easier to identify. Online courses allow you to get essentially the same learning information that can be obtained from a traditional educational environment, ie at school. This includes apprenticeships and professional certifications for a master's or doctorate. The integration of courses with technology offers a number of advantages. Instead of waiting days or weeks after exams, you can often get feedback right away. Students who feel that their attention is suffering from classroom activity can benefit from online courses. Students who are not so assertive may have better opportunities to participate in class discussions when communicating online. Working from your own choice of environment, with autonomous learning, the result can be a more personalized learning experience.
According to Raji Srinivasan (2020), following the COVID-19 pandemic, universities around the world began teaching only online and using e-learning, and a series of negative consequences quickly followed. Virtual learning exhausts students, makes them more tired and not feel so good. And yet, for all its disadvantages, e-learning has an unquestionable power of equalization. Many higher education institutions need to capitalize on many of the features of e-learning to reduce prejudice and increase accessibility and inclusion for students and to improve learning outcomes in impossible ways in person. In a physical classroom, the teacher is on the podium, and the students choose their seats in the classroom. This can lead to unconscious biases in both the teacher and students about the abilities and motivations of different students, creating the harmful effect of Pygmalion with disparate effects on learning outcomes. Virtual learning also allows students to bring their whole self into the virtual classroom. In physical classrooms, teachers of more than 100 students find it difficult, if not impossible, to know students' names, pronounce them correctly, and use correct pronouns. In virtual learning environments, technologies can be used to display students' profile pictures, names, titles, pronouns and pronunciations. All this allows students to bring their full identities outdoors, increasing their commitment and learning outcomes. In personal classrooms, students' races and ethnicities; physical characteristics such as height, weight and disability; personality differences such as introversion and extroversion; and cognitive differences, such as autism spectrum or bipolar diagnoses, are more visible. This can create unconscious biases that can negatively affect students' learning. In virtual classes, the visible differences in these categories are reduced and, in some cases, even eliminated. For example, introverts can be fully engaged through technological tools, including chat windows and answer buttons. Moreover, through the creative use of free virtual backgrounds, the faculty can eliminate differences at the surface level among students in virtual classrooms, which are evident in the classrooms in person. Teachers can use class recordings and transcripts of virtual courses to dramatically increase accessibility for these students, teachers can always give feedback to students about their homework or projects and can teach more easily, and yet students have saved the lessons taught by teachers even in the application in which they see and speak. And that's not all. In-person events for professional networking for students and teachers involve substantial costs, such as registration fees, travel costs and visa costs. There are certainly disadvantages to e-learning, but it also has a remarkable power of equalization, which can be harnessed by higher education institutions to reduce long-term inequities. And it's up to colleges and universities to take advantage of this moment. And when the pandemic crisis is over, we would be wise to stick to the positive aspects of e-learning that we have discovered and use it to create a new paradigm for higher education that is truly inclusive and unequivocal.
Motivating students in a virtual learning environment
According to Apex Learning (2017), studies have shown that motivation to learn is a key factor in student success. The theory of self-determination, a cornerstone of modern motivational psychology, claims that we are deeply engaged. At the same time, this theory has identified students' sense of relationship as a key factor in their motivation to learn and be more attentive. The relationship refers to the connections that are made between colleagues and teachers. This helps us to be more open and receptive to what is happening around us. In fact, many studies have found that encouraging and guiding teachers, as well as real-time feedback from the digital curriculum, have a positive effect on students' motivation and, as a result, achievement. 
According to Beach, one of the biggest challenges facing teachers in a virtual environment is to ensure student engagement.
According to dexway (2018), Online learning has been on the rise in recent years, and it’s really not hard to see why. On the one hand, eLearning courses have become hugely popular by the simple virtue of being so much more convenient than traditional face to face courses. Students can fit them around their existing responsibilities and commitments, and can engage with multimedia content and learning materials at whatever time is most convenient to them. There's a second reason why online learning has become so popular: it’s cheaper. Cost can often be a prohibitive factor in why individual students don’t enroll in courses they’re interested in. Online courses are easily accessible on much smaller budgets. In addition to the convenience and the cost, a large number of students are turning to online learning courses. Those students who are serious about improving their understanding, learning new skills and gaining valuable qualifications are keen to enroll in the type of course that will be the most effective.


Below I will leave you a link to a supervisor created by me, Gratiela Beatrice Anghel, related to online learning. Its purpose was to find out what students think about online learning. I invite you to complete it with great pleasure if you want:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XM785GB

According to Adam Ramshaw (2018), Surveys and questionnaires are important to collect feedback, opinions, criticisms and suggestions from the general public and customers so that the company or firm knows what to fix, what to improve, what to fix.In the past, surveys were normally printed and sent to people for completion. With the introduction of online surveys, collecting feedback has become very easy. There are a number of competitors in the online survey space, but SurveyMonkey is probably the best known and most used. SurveyMonkey is on par with industry standards, but adds a lot of other features that make collecting and analyzing data extremely simple.
Following the questionnaire we created for students to complete and leave their opinions about online learning, we gathered 7 people who completed the questionnaire and following their answers we have an analysis of them. Below I will leave attached this analysis in percentages and graphs for each question:
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According to Adam Ramshaw (2018), without the correct collection and analysis functionality, the survey software has no value. SurveyMonkey works well on both fronts. Improved security is possible with premium plans. The analysis takes place in real time. The results are seen as respondents complete their surveys. A premium account gives you access to multiple custom reports, answer downloads, custom chart creation and download functionality, and answer sharing options. The basic plan has all the features you need. It's fast, easy to use and reliable. You can try at any time and upgrade only when the need arises. The basic plan allows you to have only 10 questions per survey, which means around 100 answers in total for the entire questionnaire. Using the web interface, you can choose from 31 survey templates.The questions you can add to your survey fall into three categories: closed, open, and descriptive. You can have a unique answer, ie you choose the answers that can be chosen by those who complete the questionnaire, multiple choice with multiple answers, evaluation scale and 3 matrix questions in the closed type category. Single text box, multiple text boxes, numeric text boxes, options can be chosen from open-ended questions.The tool allows you to set answers randomly, submit a survey completion bar, add automatically numbered pages, provide options for questions to need answers to continue, and control data entry by validation.
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How you rate online curses?
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What do you think about the Online Assessments and about the feedback
that you receive from your teacher?
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What do you think about how teachers teach online?
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Given that the courses are online and there is no need for transportation,

do you do better with the money?
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Which of the following describes the organization of your time, considering
online learning?
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