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[bookmark: _GoBack]The following assignment discusses the barriers to engagement in education for children, the writer will focus on a specific country and will compare that country to the situation in Wales, whilst referring to local and global policies. A barrier to learning is anything that stands in the way of a child being able to learn effectively (Include. 2021). The writer has chosen to focus on the country Nigeria which is in West Africa and has a population of over 201 million (World of Meters, 2021). The writer will ensure that a global perspective is taken on board and will guarantee a globalization understanding of how the country is economically, politically and socially, while appreciating other countries and cultures. The writer will talk about a variety of barriers that can occur in the country and how it can affect a child’s education, these can include; social and cultural barriers, practical and personal barriers, emotional barriers and many more (Include 2021). The writer has chosen to write about the poverty barriers that Nigeria face because some parents cannot afford to send their child to school. The writer will also discuss the lack of funding and the ‘Boko Haram Islamist group’ as they also contribute to children not being able to get the education they deserve. 
In May 2015, the World Education Forum created the, ‘2016 Global Education Monitoring Report’ (EFA, 2016) which states, ‘the planet Earth is in dire state’. Part of the report also listed some of the barriers that schools are suffer from; primary schools lacked a satisfactory water supply in 2013 and 82% of teachers had the minimum qualifications required to teach in education (EFA. 2016, p.22). The World Education Forum designed a Sustainable Development Agenda to support the planet and the well-being of people (EFA. 2016, p.26). There are many goals on the agenda, including, ‘ensure inclusive and equitable quality education’ which states a variety of targets, such as, ensuring all boys and girls have free and adequate education, building environments that are safe for children and ensure teachers have the correct qualifications (EFA. 2016, p.30). These targets are important as the sustainable development agenda has stated, that education is ‘crucial for disaster preparedness’ as it can decrease the disasters on the planet by 20% (EFA, 2016, p.17), which will have a huge positive effect on the world. According to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation, ‘education is in place to transform lives and to build peace, eradicate poverty and drive sustainable development’ (UNESCO, 2021). Although, these targets are in place to be achieved by 2030, the report states, in 2014, 263 million children are not in school and an alarming 10.5 million children are not being educated in Nigeria (BBC, 2021) because of a variety of barriers that will be addressed throughout the assignment.
Nigeria was formed in 1914 when colonial authorities merged the Northern and Southern Protectorates of Nigeria and officially named it as, ‘Federal Republic of Nigeria’ (Okunola, 2020). The people of Nigeria have at least 400 spoken languages, that include; Yoruba, Igbo, Fula, Hausa, Edo, Ibibio and Tiv, however, English is their official language (Ajayi, 2021). The capital city is Abuja and the majority of the population is either Christian or Muslim. Nigeria has participated in the slave trade and Britain had participated in it until human trafficking was abolished in 1807 (History World, 2021). After this point, the British took an interest in Nigeria and the British colonized Nigeria in 1884. The British Empire ruled Nigeria for 60 years and in 1960, Britain agreed that Nigeria would become an independent state. (History World, 2021). 
Onwuka (2018) declares, ‘Nigeria has not benefited Nigeria from globalization due to monocultural export’ because Nigeria are unable to attract increased foreign investments and as they are in such huge debt. Globalization is the movements and exchanges around Earth and it can help to promote different regions and populations around the globe (You Matter, 2021). Although, Nigeria does not benefit a huge amount, they still have some positive influences in their country as globalization has reduced the barrier to international trade as it has opened up doors for export led growth and has allowed Nigeria to export and import goods and create global market places (Augustus. 2015). Globalization entitles trade liberalization, meaning, that it is free and unrestricted movement of trade, finance and investment across international borders. Globalization is extremely important for a country like Nigeria as it can promote a rapid output growth that can benefit the country financially (Augustus. 2015). However, it can have a negative impact on the children in Nigeria because of the advancement in technology (Augustus. 2015). The internet provides many people with a great amount of opportunities but the International Labour Organization (ILO, 2001) describes as the downside of technology in globalization as ‘one of the greatest human rights challenges of our time’. That is due to pornography, money laundering, cultism, international terrorism, child abuse which is another barrier that many children face in our generation (Augustus. 2015).
In 1989, the governments across the world attempted to tackle the barriers that children face and they took on board the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The governments recognised that all children have the right to be protected and encouraged to reach their full potential whilst being treated with dignity and fairness (UNICEF, 2021). The convention set out a range of rights that included; civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights that regard to all young people under the age of eighteen and ensures all countries know what the 45 rights are (UNICEF, 2021). Article 28 is the ‘right to education’ which states that primary education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available to every child. The article also cites, ‘richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this’ (UNICEF, 2021). Article 29 is ‘goals of education’, which ensures education develops every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full (UNICEF, 2021). 
Although, these rights are in place and the number one right is, ‘everyone under the age of eighteen has all rights to the convention’, there are still huge barriers for children in Nigeria and according to the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF, 2021), there are 10.5 million children who are not in school even though, primary education is officially free and compulsory. Africa have their own rights too called, ‘The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child’ (ACRWC) which also includes, ‘every child has the right to education’ as their article 11 (ACRWC, 2015, p.6). Under the article, the right states the importance of; respecting a child’s personality, fostering respect for human rights, preparing children to be responsible, promoting Africa Unity, promoting a child’s understanding of health and many more (Ekundayo, 2015, p.8). Most importantly, the article cites, that basic education must be free, compulsory and accessible to all (Ekundayo, 2015, p.8).
Sadly, these rights do not prevent the barriers that Nigeria face and the BBC (BBC, 2021) have recently acknowledged how Nigeria has the highest number of children out of school in the world. Also, in north-eastern Nigeria, 2.8 million children are in need of education-in-emergencies support in 3; Borno, Yobe, Adamawa (UNICEF, 2021). According to UNICEF (2021), these states have at least 802 schools closed, 497 classrooms are listed as destroyed and another 1,392 damaged but repairable. The Nigeria Education officials have blamed cultural factors, deprived communities and the Boko Haram Islamist insurgency (BBC, 2021). 
Even though primary education is technically free in most states of the federation, most parents still do not send their children to school. Bignold (2009, p.23) expresses the importance of parent and school partnership and research has shown how children do better when both work alongside each other. This emphasises the negative impact when parents do not send their child to school, although, the parents have their own reasons for not sending their children to school. Firstly, there are other additional charges, that include; school books, uniform, and transport fares to schools. These things create financial barriers for many parents and Nwogu (2015, p. 2) states, parents regularly claim that these indirect costs are hindrances for sending their children to school. In 2019, The National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) reported that, ‘40% of the Nigerian population live below the country’s poverty line’ (The World Bank, 2020). For that reason, it is also very common in Nigeria to see underage children engaged in manual labor, to help support their families (Al-Amin, 2017). In the early twentieth century, children over fourteen were expected to work full time, however, this should not be the case in modern times (Cregan. 2014). Children’s rights activist Abubakar stated that the situation in Nigeria was ‘alarming’ (Al, Amin, 2017). Whilst out working the children are exposed to dangerous and unhealthy environments and definitely hold to much responsibility for their age. A recent International Labour Organisation reported that, as many as 180 million children are now exploited in the worst child labour possible (Cigno, 2002). Although, globalization has grown rapidly over the years, Cigno (2002) have stated that it does not appear to have encouraged child labour.
Lack of funding and poverty is a global issue and is one of the very worst problems the world faces. Although, the UK are much more fortunate than Nigeria. In Wales, the Welsh Government provides around 80 percent of the money assigned to the local authorities in Wales through the Revenue Support Grant (Wales. Department for Education and Skills. 2018). The other 20 percent of the local author funding is raised locally through council tax (Wales. Department for Education and Skills. 2018). The government have also funded a per-pupil fund for schools, which allows each school receives an amount corresponding to the number of pupils that are enrolled. Schools in Nigeria receive funding for basic education from three arms of government; state government funding, local government funding and federal government funding (Amoo, 2019). Apart from the difference in funding, schools in Nigeria and Wales are similar as they are both broken down into three stages depending on the age of the learners; age 5-11, age 11-16 and 16 and above (Ore, 2012). This is important because these stages assist the educators to know what to teach in each syllabus. They are also called the same names; primary, secondary and university and both based on proper English (Ore, 2012). 
UNICEF (2021) are currently working on a solution to tackle the barriers to education that Nigeria currently face. The aim of UNICEF’s education programme is to support the government’s ‘Sustainable Development Agenda’ to support the planet and the well-being of people in achieving by 2030 through improved planning and hinder the implementation of an effective education strategy (UNICEF, 2021). The expected outcome is for children to have access to the education they deserve and to complete their education in a safe environment (UNICEF, 2021). This will be achieved by creating an effective environment for education, improving the quality of education, increasing the demand for education, and assisting the right people to do so (UNICEF 2021). UNICEF (2021) will strengthen the schools and classrooms to deliver quality basic education and quality resources. They will ensure that teachers have a wider base of knowledge that they will be able to pass onto the children (UNICEF, 2021). Parents, guardians and the communities will gain a further understanding of the importance of education and help to keep the children safe in a protective school (UNICEF, 2021). These measures will be effective to give the child the best education they possibly can and it can help to reduce poverty and crime levels in places as children will learn vital skills that can help them become successful adults (EFA. 2016, p.19).
It is extremely important for children to have a positive environment, as Bronfenbenner (1977) believed, a person’s development was affected by their surrounding environment (Guy. 2020). Bronfenbenner divided a person’s environment into five different systems, firstly, ‘the microsystem’ which is a person’s direct contact in their environment, such as, parents, siblings, teachers and their peers (Guy. 2020). ‘The mesosytem’ involves the interactions between the person and others (Guy. 2020). ‘The exosystem’ is their environment in which they are not involved in but have experiences in, such as, their Mum being unhappy in work (Guy. 2020). ‘The macrosystem’ is how cultural elements affect a child’s development, for example, children living in a third world country (Guy. 2020). Lastly, ‘the chronosystem’ encompasses all the changes that have occurred over the years that can have an effect, such as, parents getting a divorce (Guy. 2020). Once the five ecological systems are in place, the person will benefit in the classroom as they can strengthen development.
Another barrier that interrupts education in Nigeria is the ‘Boko Haram Islamist group’ which promotes a version of Islam that forbids Muslims to take part in any political or social activity associated with Western society (BBC, 2016). This is currently not a global situation as the group is only active regions are currently in; Northeast Nigeria, Nothern Cameroon, Niger, Chad and Mali (BBC, 2016). this The group have caused havoc in Nigeria through a wave of bombings, assassinations and abductions and it has extended its military operation by targeting other neighbouring states (BBC, 2016). The Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (GCPEA. 2018, p.9) states, the ‘Boko Haram’ have killed over 20,000 people. After the colonial of Nigeria, many people did not want to send their children to school as they believed the government ran a ‘Western school’. Mohammed Yusuf then decided to form Boko Haram in Maiduguri in 2002 and he had opened up a religion complex that included a mosque and a school, although, his mission is to create an Islamic state, and the school became a recruiting ground for jihadists (BBC, 2016). 
The schools that remain open in Borno, Adamawa and Yobe are overcrowded and unable to cope with the amount of pupils there (Molini, 2019). According to Molini (2019), villages in a 5km radius have a 2% reduction in an average school enrolment. If the school is a target by the ‘Boko Haram’ then there is a 4% reduction (Molini, 2019). The ‘Boko Haram Islamist group’ have affected education by assaulting schools, pupils and teachers. Over 2,295 teachers have been killed and over 1,400 schools have been damaged or destroyed (GCPEA. 2018, p.10). Although, it is obvious why these factors have a negative impact on a child’s education, it can also affect children’s emotional well-being because a child in these areas may feel upset and scared when attending these schools and every child deserves to feel safe in school. In addition to attacking education in general, Boko Haram especially target female students. GCPEA (2018, p.10) have reported that approximately 600 women and girls have been abducted from their schools. Some of the women have claimed they were kidnapped, raped, hurt and forced to convert to Islam for an arranged marriage (GCPEA. 2018, p.10). Alarmingly, it has also been reported that Boko Haram have used abducted girls as suicide bombers (GCPEA. 2018, p.10). 
This is an extremely negative barrier that Nigeria face as the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child assigned Article 38, stating, that children must be protected from the war and armed conflicts (UNICEF, 2021). The Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (2018, p.15) have called upon the Nigerian Government to ensure they take on board their many recommendations to prevent these attacks from happening. They have recommended the Nigerian authorities to call upon the military and police forces to help protect the schools, teachers, children and especially female students (GCPEA. 2018, p.15). They have also called for the government to conduct a risk analysis for each school to develop a ‘clear criteria’ for determining whether a school should be open or closed due to the risks (GCPEA. 2018, p.15). The GCPEA (2018, p.15) have also ensured that the government ensure that there is little disruption to a child’s education and children will be transported to nearby schools, if their current school is seen as unsafe. Most importantly, the GCPEA (2018, p.15) have called for the government should publicize their findings of the investigations to improve protection measures. These are extremely important recommendations to ensure as the children have the right to be protected and encouraged to reach their full potential whilst being treated with dignity and fairness (UNICEF, 2021). Education is also beneficial as it can encourage constructive political behaviour which could also discourage these violent acts (EFA. 2016, p.19).
Along with the poverty and the Boko Haram affecting children’s education. Female pupils do face further barriers with education in Nigeria. These can include; religion, child marriage, prejudices against education or just because of their sex (Gargiulo. 2017). Some parents believe that education girls will bring out ‘immoral behaviour’ because of a misinterpretation in the Quaran (Gargiulo. 2017). Some families also like to marry the females off as the parents seem to think it can grant them more money in the long run. According to Gargiulo (2017), 43% of women are married off by the time they are 18. Some Nigerian parents also think that it can be a waste for girls to be in education as they believe that education is only vital for the men as they are the ones who have to provide for the family (Gargiulo. 2017). The girls in Nigeria may also feel intimidated whilst at school as Gargiulo reports, they can be harassed by male teachers and male classmates. 
The government must ensure that all children are protected from any violence, abuse and neglect under Article 19 of the Rights of the Child (UNICEF, 2021). There are many non-profit charities that are helping to address the issue that Nigerian girls face regarding their education. UNICEF launched the Girls’ Education Project (GEP), which helps the schools face multiple issues. One example is that GEP has given free learning materials to students, and water pumps and sanitation facilities have seen improvement (Gargiulo. 2017). There have also been more female teachers hired in schools so there can be some positive role models for the children. The female teachers have been given further training on how to help girls participate in the classroom activities. Another organization called The Malala Fund have also provided many scholarships for girls to pursue in their education (Gargiulo. 2017). The Sustainable Development Agenda (EFA. 2016, p.18) also expresses, that education improves health and reduces fertility rates which can ensure that females have the best start to a happy and healthy lives. Females who have four more years in education have a reduced fertility rate by one birth per young girl so this shows the effectiveness of these non-profit charities.
The schools in Wales are very fortunate to not have this type of barrier to disrupt student’s education and the Welsh Government stated, ‘86 per cent of young people do not face any barriers at 16 that stop them from doing what they want to do’ (National Foundation. 2010, p.31). The most common barrier in Wales has been identified for young people and this is due to the lack of availability of certain courses or training in their area or not having enough money to join the course or training. However, this has only affected about four or six percent of young people in Wales (National Foundation. 2010, p.31). Another barrier that affects young people in Wales is due to transport and families not having enough money to fund the transport (National Foundation, 2010, p.34). However, Wales have schemes to help support families who may not be able to fund higher education and transport so they are much more fortunate than the children and young adults in Nigeria.
Article 6 from the Rights of the Child state, how every child has the right to life and governments must ensure children survive and reach their full potential (UNICEF, 2021). For children to achieve their full potential, there are basic needs that need to be met. Abraham Maslow (1942) proposed that healthy human beings have a certain number of needs and that these needs are arranged in a hierarchy and once one is achieved, individuals are able to climb up the hierarchy (McLeod, 2020). At the bottom of the pyramid is ‘Physiological Needs’ (Maslow, 1943) which includes; air, food, water and sleep. Once these basic needs have been met, then ‘Safety Needs’ (Maslow, 1943), such as feeling secure in your environment can be met. Next, on the hierarchy is ‘Love and Belongingness Needs’ (Maslow, 1943), which include; receiving and giving affection, having friends and having love. Then there is ‘Esteem Needs’ (Maslow, 1943) which are; having self-esteem and dignity for oneself and also being respected by others and giving respect to others. Once all four levels are met then a person is able to achieve, ‘Self-actualization Needs’ (Maslow, 1943) which is; realizing personal potential and being the best that you can be (McLeod, S. 2018). In order for a person to become the best they can be, it is important to have all these needs in place, this is why it is important for the government to ensure children have the right to their basic needs and education so the children can start to climb the hierarchy and have a positive effect on their development.
The writer has addressed the barriers to engagement in education for children by focusing on specific barriers that stand in the way of children learning effectively.  Although, Nigeria face many barriers UNICEF (2021) and other non-profit charities are fighting for these barriers to be addressed and for them to be non-existent in the future. Every child has the right to education and Bronfenbrenner (1977) also stated the importance of the ‘ecological systems’ as all systems can impact a child’s development. This is why it is important that these barriers are addressed and as previously stated, the aim of UNICEF’s education programme is to support the government’s ‘Sustainable Development Agenda’ to support the planet and the well-being of people achieving by 2030 (UNICEF, 2021). 
This emphasises the positive impact UNICEF and the non-profit charities have on ensuring our planet will survive many more generations.
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