4. Chapter Four: Analysis of results

4.1- Introduction
The aim of this chapter is to discuss the findings of primary data collected following the distribution of a questionnaire which collected 59 respondents. The purpose of the research was to achieve the perception of the Taser from police officers currently serving, or previously serving South Wales and also from members of the public.

4.2 Data Analysis
A thorough process of examining, purifying, converting, and modelling data in order to find relevant information, make inferences, and aid in decision-making is known as data analysis. It is a complex process that involves a variety of approaches and procedures to analyse data in different formats, both structured and unstructured, from a variety of sources (Crabtree and Nehme, 2023). In order to collect data prior to being analysed, Survey Planet was utilised to create a survey consisting of fifteen questions to provide a broader knowledge of how Taser’s introduction is perceived as a positive or negative step in policing. 

4.3 Demographics and Descriptive Statistics
This survey was distributed to a total of seventy people however it was completed by fifty nine. Of the fifty nine respondents, twenty nine of those where currently serving or previously serving police officers of South Wales, and the remaining thirty were members of the public in South Wales. The survey was shared via WhatsApp through a link, and prior to completing the survey the participants were made aware that they would remain anonymous and that their results would be published to complete this dissertation.
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Q1-Are you currently or have you previously been a police officer employed by South Wales Police? 









Through analysation of the fifty nine respondents to the survey distributed, a total of 50.8% (thirty) of respondents answered no to being or to have been an employed South Wales Police officer, where by the remaining 49.2 % (twenty nine) of respondents answered yes.
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Description automatically generated]Q2- Have you ever used (drawn or discharged Taser or ever been at an incident where Taser has been used?









All respondents provided an answer to this question, twenty five persons having some involvement with Taser, and one out of twenty five did not find it effective. The remaining thirty four persons had no involvement with Taser. 


Q3- Do you know and understand what Taser is?
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A total of 25.4 % of the total respondents were partially aware of Taser, and the remaining total of 74.6% were fully aware, there was no respondents who were not aware at all. 
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Description automatically generated]Q4-Do you think Taser should be standard personal protective equipment (PPE) for police officers?










One respondent answered no, that no police officers should carry Taser, 23 answered that only some should carry Taser, and a majority of thirty five answered yes that all police officer’s should carry Taser. 
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Description automatically generated]Q5-Are you aware of any adverse affects of Taser?











Responses to this question show that 55.9 % of respondents are aware of adverse effects of Taser, the remaining 44.1% are not aware of adverse effects of Taser.
Q6- Do you believe the use of Taser can result in deaths if there are no other contributing factors? (E.g. fall)
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When questioned if respondents believe the use of Taser can result in deaths if there are no other contributing factors, sixteen answered yes, twenty two answered no and twenty one were unsure. 
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Description automatically generated]Q7- In your opinion can Taser be a justified Use of Force?









A majority of 64.4% of respondents answered that sometimes Taser can be a justified use of force, where as 33.9 % believe Taser is always justified and the remaining 1.7% believe Taser is never justified.  
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Description automatically generated]Q8- Do you think Police rely too heavily on Taser, when other personal protective equipment is available?










Responses to this question show that ten officers agree police rely too heavily on taser, thirty six answered no to police too heavily relying on Taser, and the remaining thirteen were unsure.




Q9- Does the possession of Taser improve the level of safety for police officers?
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The respondents were asked if in their opinion does the possession of Taser improve the level of safety for police officers?, 3.4% were unsure, 5.1% answered no and the remaining 91.5% answered yes. 
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Description automatically generated]Q10- Do you believe public safety is enhanced due to police possession of Taser?








Responses to this questions show that forty six respondents believe that public safety is enhanced by the possession of Taser, seven were unsure, and six believed that police possession of Taser does not enhance public safety.




Q11- How does media coverage affect your views of Taser use in the U.K?
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Forty Four respondents to the questionnaire do not have their views of Taser affected by media coverage in the U.K, the remaining fifteen however do have their views affected by media coverage in the U.K, fourteen being negatively affected and one being positively affected.


Q12-Does the use of Taser have an overall effect on your confidence in the police?
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Responses to this question show that Taser has an effect on respondents’ confidence in the police, thirty five being positively effected and zero being negatively effected. The remaining twenty-four responded that Taser had no effect on their confidence in the police. 
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Description automatically generated]Q13- How do you believe the use of Taser affects police incidents?










The respondents answered this question by thirty five selecting that it depends on the situation for Taser use to have an affect on incidents where as twenty four answered that Taser use helps to deescalate situations.
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Description automatically generated]Q14-Do you believe Taser usage is a breach of Article 3 of the Human Rights act- “that no one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment of punishment”?











An analysis of the responses to this question shows that 89.8% of respondents to not believe Taser is a breach of Article 3 of the Human Rights act as long as the use is justified, proportionate, lawful, accountable, necessary. 8.5 % responded that Taser usage is not a breach at all of Article 3 of the Human Rights act, and the remaining 1.7 % responded that Taser use is a breach of Article 3 of the Human Rights act. 








[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated]Q15- In your opinion, is Taser an effective strategy used by South Wales police?









In the opinion of the respondents, fifty respondended that Taser is an effective strategy used by South Wales Police, eight respondents were undecided, and one respondent answered that Taser is not an effective strategy used by South Wales Police. 



Conclusion
To conclude, this chapter has gathered responses in relation to Taser from a total of 59 persons. The next chapter of this dissertation will aim to discuss the findings of these results. 


Crabtree and Nehme. (2023). What is Data Analysis? An Expert Guide With Examples. [Online]. datacamp. Last Updated: July 2023. Available at: https://www.datacamp.com/blog/what-is-data-analysis-expert-guide [Accessed 28 March 2024].
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Qi N .
treatment of punishment™?
Q12-Does the use of Taser have an overaleffect on your confidence inthe poice? Q14.00 you beleve Taser usage i a breach of Artice 3of the Human Rights act. “that no one shall
be subjected to torture or to ishuman or degrading treatment of punishment”?
Choice Total
®  Yes, Compietely 1
No- Aslong as the useIs Justified, proportionate, lawful, .
® accountable, necessary = .
®  No-ltisnotabreschatal s
Q15 In your opinion, is Taser an effective strategy used by South Wales police?
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Q12-Does the use o Tase have an overalefect n your confidence I the pole? Q1400 you belleve Tasr usage . breach o Arice 3of the Human Rghtsact “that no one shll
bs subjcted totorture orto nhuman o degrading trestment of punishment”?
qts Imyouropinion, s Taser an ffectivestratcgy used by South Wales police? X
Choice S o :
. v EY
. N 1
©  Undecided 8
Q13- How do you belleve the use of Taser affectspolce ncidents?
Q15+ In your opinion, i Taser an affective stratagy used by South Wales polica?
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