Annotated Bibliography

I chose to centre my research around Augustine’s notion of “evil’.

1. Source 1: Plato.stanford.edu. 2021. Author And Citation Information For "Saint Augustine". [online] Available at: https://plato.stanford.edu/cgi-bin/encyclopedia/archinfo.cgi?entry=augustine  [Accessed 12 January 2021].

I often look towards the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy when researching as I find it to be very informative. I used this source for background information and to create a large majority of my overview of St Augustine.

2. Source 2: Plato.stanford.edu. 2021. Author And Citation Information For "Saint Augustine". [online] Available at: <https://plato.stanford.edu/cgi-bin/encyclopedia/archinfo.cgi?entry=augustine> [Accessed 12 January 2021].

Much like my first source, I used the confessions for context and information on Saint Augustine about Augustine and his life, in order to have a better understanding of him. As I found that the way he chooses to present himself in his work is a key to fully understanding his thought processes.

I focused largely on book 7,  as here he directly addresses the notion of evil in the world however, I did not feel as though it gave enough clear information so I did not focus too heavily on this source.


3. Brown, P., 2000. Augustine Of Hippo. Berkely and Los Angeles: University of California Press, pp.Chapter 10, " philosophy". page 94 and 95.

"is it then the walls of a church that make a christian?.."

I found this book to be very informative yet it did not have any information on the notion of evil. I did use this book, specifically chapter 10 as it had a lot of insight on the philosophy surrounding conversion to Christianity and his understanding of the faith. The attached quotation is an example of how he opens the thought surrounding Christianity, which I hope to explore more as the fundamental principles of his God is included in this and can be used in favour and against his argument for the problem of evil.

4. Jordan, A., Lockyer, N. and Tate, E., 2008. AQA Religious Studies AS. Cheltenham: Nelson Thornes, pp.Chapter 8, evil and suffering. pages 94-96.

“evil did not come from God, since God’s creation was faultless and perfect. Evil having come from elsewhere, God is justified in allowing it to stay”.

Although this book was meant for A-level studying, I have limited resources and found this book to be very useful. It gives a clear outline of Augustine’s theodicy surrounding the notion of evil and although it may not be the best source it is a good building block for my knowledge on my chosen essay subject.

5. Jordan, A., Lockyer, N. and Tate, E., 2008. AQA Religious Studies AS. Cheltenham: Nelson Thornes, pp.Chapter 8, evil and suffering. pages 94-96.

I felt it was necessary to look at someone’s work who had completely different views to Augustine and Dawkins was the perfect person for this as he is renowned for being very anti-theist in his views. I chose to look to chapter 2 for this as the entire first paragraph on page 51 is about the old testament God, with reference to the new testament God, and how there is substantial amount of evil laced with this figure.

6. Fox, R., 2017. Augustine: Conversions And Confessions. London, UK: Penguin Books Australia, pp.Chapter 3, Infancy, order and sin. page 35-40.

I used this chapter to try to find an insight into what Augustine views as sin and whether he views petty sin to be evil or if he has a different understanding of evil. I must admit I found this source to be useless in regard to my chosen essay topic.

7. Oregonstate.edu. 2021. Great Philosophers: Augustine On Evil. [online] Available at: <https://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl201/modules/Philosophers/Augustine/augustine_evil.html> [Accessed 15 January 2021].

This article I found online gave a very in depth understanding of where the beginning of evil came from and gives a very good response to the issues in which Dawkins raised in the second chapter of the God Delusion.

8. Faculty.georgetown.edu. 2021. Wayne Ferguson, Beyond The Problem Of Evil. [online] Available at: <https://faculty.georgetown.edu/jod/augustine/ferg.htm> [Accessed 15 January 2021].

“ His approach to a solution to this problem is three-pronged: 1) he holds that evil is a            privation and cannot be properly said to exist at all; 2) he argues that the apparent imperfection of any part of creation disappears in light of the perfection of the whole; and 3) he argues that the origin of moral evil, together with that suffering which is construed as punishment for sin, is to be found in the free choice of the will of rational creatures”.

I have included this quotation as it confused my thoughts on his work as it was slightly         different to what I had understood previously. However, after further reading I found this paragraph to be a very good summary of the way he views evil and how he explains why evil seems to be present in our perfectly created world.

9. Logos. 2021. Critically Evaluate St Augustine’S Theodicy.. [online] Available at: <https://divinityphilosophy.net/2018/03/11/critically-evaluate-st-augustines-theodicy/> [Accessed 15 January 2021].

I used this source to gain information on how Augustine’s theodicy is not successful in it attempt to solve the problem of evil. This is so I am able to confidently criticise and evaluate his work on the notion of evil.

10. Godwin, S., 2021. The Theodicy Of Augustine Of Hippo. [online] Scandalon.co.uk. Available at: <http://www.scandalon.co.uk/philosophy/theodicy_augustine.htm> [Accessed 15 January 2021].

Here I used this article as it gave a clear summary of his theodicy in response to the problem of evil. Which I needed to create my own summary of my understanding of his work.

“Augustine’s theodicy can be summarised:
· God is perfect. The world he created reflects that perfection.
· Humans were created with free will.
· Sin and death entered the world through Adam and Eve, and their disobedience.
· Adam and Eve’s disobedience brought about ‘disharmony’ in both humanity and Creation.
· The whole of humanity experiences this disharmony because we were all ‘seminally’ present in the loins of Adam.
· Natural evil is consequence of this disharmony of nature brought about by the Fall.
· God is justified in not intervening because the suffering is a consequence of human action”.
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