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Assignment 1 Medieval to modern dates

(a) Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering. 

Answer: 19 August 1384

Methodology: 

Richard II’s predecessor, Edward III, died on 21 June 1377. 

Richard was crowned on 16 July 1377. 

Therefore, the eighth year of Richard’s reign was from June/July 1384 to June/ July 1385. 

The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a fixed date, August 15th. 

In the eighth year of Richard II’s reign, August 15th fell in 1384 and was on a Sunday. 

The Thursday after was four days later and therefore the Memorandum dates to 19 August 1384.

Sources: 


For the reign of Richard II, the National Biography

https://www.oxforddnb.com/
For the date of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the National Catholic Register 

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/jimmy-akin/the-assumption-of-mary-12-things-to-know-and-share2
For the day of the year in 1384

https://www.dayoftheweek.org/?m=August&d=15&y=1375&go=Go 

(b) Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.


Answer: 23 July 1250


Methodology: 

Anian was appointed Bishop of St Asaph on 27 September 1249. 

Therefore, the first year of Anian’s pontificate was from 27 September 1249 to 26 September 1250.

The Feast Day of St. Mary Magdalene is a fixed date, July 22nd.

The Feast took place on 22 July 1250 in the first year of Anian’s pontificate.

The day after is July 23rd. 

The list of past ordinaries also confirms that Reiner, Abraham and Hugh were Ainan’s predecessors.


Sources: 

For the date of the Feast Day of St. Mary Magdalene, the National Catholic Register

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/tcraughwell/st.-mary-magdalenea-patron-saint-for-hairstylists
For the years of Anian I pontificate and the list of past ordinaries, the Catholic Hierarchy web-site

http://www.catholic-hierarchy.org/bishop/banians.html 

(c) Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]

Answer: 26 February 1311

Methodology: 

John Ketton was appointed Bishop of Ely in 2 March 1310. The first year of his episcopate was from 2 March 1310 to 1 March 1311.

The King of England at this time was Edward II. The fourth year of Edward’s reign was from 8 July 1310 to 7 July 1311.

In 1311, Easter Sunday was on April 12th. Ash Wednesday is 46 days earlier, which was February 25th. The day after was February 26th.

Sources: 

Date of Easter Sunday in the past

https://www.wheniseastersunday.com/older/
For the days of the year in 1311

https://www.dayoftheweek.org/?m=August&d=15&y=1375&go=Go
Dates for the Bishops of Ely 

Fryde, E.B et al (editors) Handbook of British Chronology, Third edition (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1986)

(d) Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.

Answer: Between after 25 November 1120 and 1123

Methodology: 

A list of the Deans of Lincoln shows only one Dean named Simon during the High Medieval period. Simon Bloet was Dean from c.1093 to before 1133.

 Thus, the Henry referred to is King Henry I who reigned from 5 August 1100 to 1 December 1135.

Geoffrey Ridel was a Royal Justice who died in the White Ship disaster on 25 November 1120. The text refers to Ridel holding lands in the past tense and thus dates from after 25 November 1120.

This date is confirmed as follows: Three Earls of Chetser bore the name Ranulf. The first of these, Ranulf le Meschin, third Earl of Chester succeeded to the title when his cousin, Richard d’Avranches. also died in the White Ship disaster.

Richard Bassett married Maud (or Matilda) Ridel, the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel, in 1123. All other named individuals died after this date.

Sources:

List of Deans of Lincoln 

https://db0nus869y26v.cloudfront.net/en/Dean_of_Lincoln
Information on the Earls of Chester

https://everything.explained.today/Ranulf_le_Meschin%2c_3rd_Earl_of_Chester/
Genealogy of the Bassetts and Ridels

https://www.geni.com/people/Richard-de-Bassett-Royal-Justice/6000000003051134473
Date of marriage of Richard Bassett to Maud Ridel

http://kresse.co.uk/2113.html

