Wider Context Awareness
As a direct result of a person’s sexual or gender identity, discrimination and disregard is often experienced, especially by those persons who identify themselves as being lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender plus (LGBT+) (Higa et al, 2014).  The subject of a person’s sexual orientation has become a contentious subject both socially and politically, (Paul, 2017) however, throughout the history of the world same sex practices have been discovered and recorded in every known culture (Alexander et al, 2017). The intention of this assignment is to examine the history, the current and the future for the LGBT+ community in relation to hate crimes and the discrimination faced.  Analysis of the impact that is experienced within the local area of Swansea, national area of Wales and United Kingdom and the global communities of the LGBT+ communities will be completed.  
Hate crime against a person who identifies as LGBT+, is classified as being a criminal act performed by a person motivated towards another person, because of the victim’s sexual orientation or transgender identity (Crown Prosecution Service, 2017).  In the United Kingdom (UK) 21% of the LGBT community have had experiences of hate crime (Stonewall, 2017); on such example is the recent violent attack on a gay couple who were seen to be holding hands in London on New Year’s Day which is being treated as a hate crime (The Independent, 2019).  In many countries all over the world it is still a criminal offence to identify as LGBT+ with seven countries still carrying the sentence of death for those people who are LGBT+ (Crown, 2018).  The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association (2017) have produced a map illustrating an overview of the world locating the sexual orientation laws of each country (Appendix 1).  Conversely, even in countries where it is not a crime to belong to the LGBT+ community people are discriminated against and in some extreme cases murdered (The Guardian, 2017).  It is for this very reason that days such as the Transgender day of Remembrance are held every year, whereby vigils are held in remembrance of those persons who have tragically lost their lives due to anti- transgender violence (Human Rights Campaign, 2019).
Swansea as a community has an estimated 1% of the adult population classifying themselves as being LGBT+ (Welsh Government, 2015), this equates to around 2455 people (Swansea Council, 2018).  Within the UK population it is estimated that six per cent identify as belonging to the LGBT+ community (Bartram, 2017).  The community of Wales report that 23% of the LGBT+ population have experienced hate crime in the last year (Jones et al, 2017) with the Home Office (2018) reporting that there were 11,638 reports of hate crimes against persons in relation to their sexual orientation (27% rise) and 1,651 hate crimes reported against those identifying as transgender (32% rise).  During the period of 2013 to 2017 there was a reported 78% rise in hate crime against persons due to their sexual orientation (Bachman and Gooch, 2017).  The UK is not alone in its hate crimes against the LGBT+ community as in the United States of America (USA) the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) produced the Hate Crimes Statistics 2017 which reported that 15.9% of hate crimes committed were towards persons because of their sexual orientation and 1.7% against those on gender identity bias (United States Government, 2018).  The homophobic murder of 21 year old university student Matthew Shepard in 1998 highlighted the need for change (Matthew Shepard, 2018) and in 2009 the United States (US) Department for Justice enacted The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr., Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 2009 (Us Department for Justice, 2018); this act criminalised the deliberate causing of injury to a person because of their sexual orientation, race, religion, national origin, gender, gender identity or disability.    
The LGBT+ community have experienced very few victories, however, in 1967 the UK governments change in legislation of The Sexual Offences Act (1967), decriminalised sexual relations between two males over the age of 21, following on from this in 2000 a campaign to get the age of consent for same sex men was reduced to 16, (The Sexual Offences (Amendment) Act 2000, 2000) and in 1992 The World Health Organization (WHO) declassified homosexual attraction as being a mental illness (Drescher, 2015).  For every victory won there have also been major defeats and controversies for the LGBT+ community with the UK being witness to the enactment of Section 28 of the Local Government Act 1988 (1988) which brought about the banning of any discussion within schools concerning same sex relationships (Young Stonewall, 2017).   This Act was considered as being a disconcerting rearward step in the acceptance of the LGBT+ communities (Sommerlad, 2018) and unquestionably had a role in hate and homophobia being legitimised by the UK government (Todd ,2013).  The act was eventually repealed in 2003 (Stonewall, 2018) with Prime Minister David Cameron apologising in 2009 for the act admitting “We got it wrong” (BBC News, 2013). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Williams et al (2013) devised the All Wales Hate Crime Research Project aiming to identify the amount and types of hate crimes being committed and to make recommendations for consideration in the future.  To ensure that hate crime and discrimination against those within the LGBT+ communities becomes eradicated there is a requirement for the governments of the world to stand up and fight for these individuals; an assessment that the UK government (2018) agrees with. Recommendations are made that education is imperative for the alleviation of discrimination and that all children should be educated about the LGBT+ communities.  This view is supported by Robbie de Santos (2018) who is the head of campaigns at Stonewall, Santos declares that the youth of today are shaped by what they learn at school and as a result education can be used as a tactic in the confrontation of all anti-LGBT attitudes; furthermore, supporting this is the fact that 53% of LGBT+ persons indicated that by the age of 13 they identified as being LGBT+ (Ussher et al, 2016).  At present education regarding this subject does not appear to be happening with 58% of pupils claiming that their school has never delivered lessons focussing on LGBT+ (Busby, 2018).  Encouragingly, the Scottish Government (2018) have reported that Scotland is to befall the title of being the first ever country in the world to have an inclusive education with the curriculum including LGBT+.  Similarly, the UK government has committed to the investment of programmes that will tackle homophobia, biphobia and transphobia within the in schools and will endeavour to cater the subjects of Relationships Education and Sex Education toward all students regardless of their gender or sexual identity (Crown 2018a).  A possible method that could be implemented in the education process could be a behaviour change model, in particular the theory of planned behaviour.  This suggestion is made as the theory of planned behaviour allows the individual the chance to make a logical decision about specific behaviours when the information is made readily available (Ryan and Carr, 2010).   
Further recommendations are made that religion could also play its part in supporting the LGBT+ communities, this opinion is supported by the Ugandan Bishop Christopher Senyonjo who publicly announces his allegiance to LGBT+ rights and proclaims that god loves inclusively (Stonewall, 2015).  The Churches often predominant negative attitude towards those who identify as LGBT+ (Worthen et al, 2017; Shilo et al, 2015 and Furseth and Repstad, 2017) has generated divisions within the churches, a view further supported by Paul Bayes, the bishop of Liverpool (Sherwood, 2018) who claims that persons of LGBT+ identities have been driven to harm and in extreme cases take their own lives due to the rejection they feel from the Church.  Religion has been of the stance that homosexuality is immoral and therefore a sinful act, (McNeill, 2015) however, in recent years there has been an insurgence of acceptance seen in certain religions.  The protestant church began allowing same sex marriages (Human Rights Campaign, 2015) and the Catholics became more accepting of the LGBT+ communities with Pope Francis declaring that not even he should judge homosexuals (Catholic News Agency, 2016).  With these breakthroughs for the LGBT+ communities it is paramount that religion be encouraged to further embrace persons of LGBT+ identities and encourage their followers to do the same.
In conclusion, this assignment has examined the history of the discrimination and hate crimes suffered by the LGBT+ communities whilst also addressing the current and future discrimination faced.  This examination provided shocking statistics and revelations from the LGBT+ communities and highlighted the need for action.  The analysis of impact felt in the local, national and global LGBT+ communities uncovered the fact that this problem is widespread and all encroaching at home and around the globe.  The obvious solution to discrimination and hate crime is to educate the population about LGBT+ from an early age which does seem to be becoming a reality with Scottish and UK governments committing to such education.  These governments will hopefully be pioneers for all other countries to follow and discrimination and hate crime may one day be a thing of the past for the LGBT+ communities of the world.
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Appendix
Appendix 1: The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association
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